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• Roman	timeline

• Patricians	and	plebeians

• The	Roman	matron

• Capture	of	the	Sabine	Women

• The	Rape	of	Lucretia
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, May 12 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Tuesday, May 20 Final Exam, 6:15–8:15 p.m.

• Sunday, April 27 Post your Week 11 Responses
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Five things today

Roman	timeline

Patricians	and	plebeians

The	Roman	matron

Capture	of	the	Sabine	Women

The	Rape	of	Lucretia
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Quiz #8: The Roman Aristocratic Matron
1.	 M ost	R om an 	upper-c lass	w om en 	m arried 	at	least	on ce,	bu t	the 	b irth 	rate 	

am ong 	nob les	rem ained 	low .	R eason s	fo r	th is	in c lude	a ll	o f	the 	fo llow ing 	
EXCEPT :

a .	 A rranged 	m arriage 	w as	standard 	fo r	the 	nob ility ,	lead ing 	to 	unaffectionate 	
coup les	and 	both 	parties	tu rn ing 	to 	lovers	and 	adu ltery 	

b .	 R om an 	w om en 	are 	thought	to 	have 	been 	less	fertile 	than 	o ther	n ation s,	
p roducing 	few er	eggs

c .	 M others	d ied 	du ring 	ch ildb irth 	o ften 	enough 	that	fem ales	had 	a 	shorter	
lifespan 	overall

d .	 R om an 	m arried 	coup les	(and 	adu lterers)	p racticed 	con tracep tion 	and ,	if	
n ecessary ,	abortion 	to 	p reven t	unw an ted 	ch ild ren

2 .	 A ccord ing 	to 	the 	sto ry 	re lated 	by 	L ivy 	in 	“The	C ap tu re 	o f	the 	Sab in e	W om en ,”	
a fter	b eing 	abducted ,	the 	Sab in e	w om en

a.	 angrily 	ra llied 	their 	fathers	and 	b ro thers	to 	w ar	and 	called 	on 	them 	to 	
destroy 	the 	R om ans

b .	 appealed 	to 	the 	gods	fo r	R om e	to 	b e 	ob literated

c .	 w atched 	in 	horror	as	the 	R om an 	and 	Sab in e	m en 	slaughtered 	each 	o ther
d .	 p reven ted 	battle 	b etw een 	their 	o ld 	fam ilies	and 	the 	R om ans,	say ing 	their 	

du ty 	w as	now 	to 	R om e

3.	 In 	“The	R ape	o f	Lucretia ,”	Lucretia 	is	k illed 	by

a.	 the 	k ing ’s	son ,	Sextu s	T arqu in iu s
b .	 the 	en raged 	senator,	B ru tu s

c .	 the 	d isg raced 	hu sband ,	C on latinu s
d .	 Lucretia 	herse lf

4 .	 M arriage 	w ith 	m anus	

a .	 tran sferred 	guard ian sh ip 	from 	the	w ife ’s	p aterfam ilias	to 	the 	hu sband ’s
b .	 w as	the 	trad itional,	con servative 	fo rm 	and 	w as	in creasing ly 	uncomm on 	in 	

the 	R om an 	R epub lic

c .	 cou ld 	be 	p reven ted 	by 	sleep ing 	th ree 	con secu tive 	n igh ts	ou tside 	the 	
hu sband ’s	hom e

d .	 a ll	o f	the 	above

5 .	 The	idealized 	m atron 	Cornelia 	w as	fam ous	fo r	a ll	o f	the 	fo llow ing 	EXCEPT :

a .	 A fter	b ecom ing 	w idow ed ,	she 	rem arried 	to 	a 	P to lem y ,	b ecom ing 	Egyp tian 	
royalty

b .	 She	w as	adm ired 	fo r	b eing 	independen t,	cu ltu red ,	se lf-assu red ,	and 	
devoted 	to 	her	ch ild ren ’s	education

c .	 She	took 	p ride 	in 	b eing 	the 	daughter	o f	Sc ip io 	A fricanu s,	w ho 	defeated 	
H ann ibal

d .	 She	bore 	12 	ch ild ren ,	tw o 	o f	w hom 	grew 	up 	to 	b e 	im portan t	po litica l	
figu res

EC .	 W hy 	d id 	the 	k ing ’s	son ,	Sextu s	T arqu in iu s,	dec ide 	to 	rape	Lucretia? 	W hy 	her	spec ifica lly?
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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The Romans
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Evidence for
Roman history
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Latium
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Phoenician traders
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Magna Graecia
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Etruscans
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Etruscan religion
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Rome
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The Roman kings
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Family over individuals
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C.  IVLIVS C.f. C.n.  CAESAR IMP.

nomen

praenomen filiation
(form al records)

cognomen

Roman names
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Passing the family name

C.  OCTAVIVS C.f. 

C.  IVLIVS C.f.  CAESAR 
OCTAVIANVS
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Female names

IVLIA
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women and Gender 
in the Forum 
Romanum” 

Mary Boatwright
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Guardianship

26

Marriage
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Children

28

Slaves and freedmen
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Primary Source Reading

“The Capture of the 
Sabine Women” 

Livy
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Primary Source Reading

“The Rape of 
Lucretia” 

Livy
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The Roman Republic

35

Secondary Source Reading

“Two Matrons of the 
Late Republic” 

Teresa Carp
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Secondary Source Reading

“Aemilia Pudentilla: 
Or the Wealthy 
Widow’s Choice” 

Elaine Fantham
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The Principate
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Livia
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Secondary Source Reading

“Social Stereotypes 
and Historical 
Analysis: The Case of 
the Imperial
Women at Rome” 

Susan Fischler
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Claudians

Julians

The Julio-Claudians

Julius Caesar Julia M. Atius Balbus

Atia C. Octavius

Augustus Livia Drusilla Ti. Claudius Nero Octavia M. AntoniusScribonia

Tiberius Drusus AntoniaJulia

ClaudiusGermanicusAgrippinaPostumusGaiusLucius

Caligula AgrippinillaCn. Domitius
Ahenobarbus

Nero

BritannicusOctavia

Messalina

VipsaniaM. Agrippa
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Secondary Source Reading

“Male Power and 
Legitimacy Through 
Women: The Domus 
Augusta under the 
Julio-Claudians” 

Mirielle Corbier
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