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& Women in Antiquity
< PR

MEETING 2

Women in
The Epic of
Gilgamesh

« Upcoming assignments
+ Periodization and Evidence

*  Sumer

*  Gilgamesh and Uruk

*  Enkidu and Shamhat

Five things today

Upcoming assignments

Periodization and Evidence

Sumer

Gilgamesh and Uruk

Enkidu and Shamhat

Responses
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The Proposal

The Images Essay: Museum option
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The Images Essay: Film option

Discuss Work A = Discuss Work A

Discuss Werk B+ Discuss Work 8

Anatyvis « Analysis « Anslysis

What 9 the wey What 00 the way Whst G0 e may
these works depict these works degict theve works depict
s part of the this part of the e part of the
ory ol ua? tory tol wa? atory toll ox?

Questions about whatever
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Periodization

The “*Common Era” calendar

BCE (Before the Common Era)

Eras of (Mediterranean) history

Prehistoric Era Ancient Era
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Ages of technology
Invention of Fallof
viization Rome
d‘;::':‘e,,')cAge ic ("New Stone") Age BronzeAge  IronAge
é é
Counting centuries
3rd century | 2nd century | astcentury  astcentury 2ndcentury 3rd century
BCE BCE BCE CE 3 Cl
@
Romans destroy Carthage: 146 BCE
Occurs during the
Periodization
* Historians divide history into “eras” based on how we can characterize
society
* Archaeologists divide history into “ages” based on changes in prevalent
technology
* These periods help organize our studies, but also overgeneralize places
and times within each period
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Periods of Greek History

Collapse of the. Recovery of
Bronze Age Writing

1600 uoo  awmo [ aese 500 600 4o .
BCE § BCE
BRONZE AGE ‘ IRON AGE

Periods of Roman History

becomes Fall of the,
princeps Western Empire

Regal Period Republic Principate




SAUDI
ARABIA
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Ziggurat
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Rivalry for resources — warfare

N~

The deluge




Life and afterlife

The Epic of Gilgamesh

King Gilgamesh
ing Gilgg
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The Epic of Gilgamesh-.

Cylinder seals
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Characters

Gilgamesh

+ Ninsun

Enkidu

Shamhat

Shamash

Humbaba

ishtar

« Uta-napishti

king of Uruk
his divine mother
his friend

a prostitute in Uruk

sun-god
forest guardian
great goddess

survivor of the Flood

2/5/25

Primary Source Reading

The Epic of Gilgamesh,
Tablet 1: “The Coming
of Enkidu”

=
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The Epic of Gilgamesh,
Tablet 2: “The Taming
of Enkidu”
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Primary Source Reading

John A. Bailey

“Initiation and the

Primal Woman in

Gilgamesh and

Genesis 2-3"
SOME TA
Bond between Enkidu and Shamhat:
Relates to other similar bonds in legend

Nature of the transformation

What Shamhat represents

Primary Source Reading

The Epic of Gilgamesh,
Tablet 6: “Ishtar and
the Bull of Heaven”

Ishtar (Inanna)
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Primary Source Reading

Tzvi Abusch

“Ishtar’s Proposal and
Gilgamesh'’s Refusal”

F SOME TAKE AW AYS.

* Ishtar's'proposal has obvious and not-so-obvious
consequences

Primary Source Reading

Rivkah Harris

“Inanna-Ishtar as
Paradox and a
Coincidence of
Opposites”

SOME TAKEAW

Complex and multifaceted, as a god and as a female god

Reflects the Sumerians’ understanding of divinity

Ishtar as a unique kind of goddess
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