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MEETING 3

Ancient
Goddesses
and Gods

philandering g
*  Medusa and Pandora

Upcoming dates

« Tuesday, February 18 No class meeting (Monday classes)

* Monday, March 10 Images essay due

upload to BlackBoard by midnight

* Monday, March 24 Proposal due

unday, February 1€

Five things today

The Aegean world

The Greeks and their gods

Pre-Olympian gods

Strong goddesses and philandering gods

Medusa and Pandora
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Quiz #1: Ancient Goddesses and Gods
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Questions about whatever
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The Epic of Gilgamesh

The Epic of Gilgamesh, ¢
Tablet 6: “Ishtar and
the Bull of Heaven”




Ishtar (Inanna)

Primary Source Reading

Tzvi Abusch

“Ishtar’s Proposal and
Gilgamesh's Refusal”

> SOME TAKEAW

« Ishtar's'proposal has obvious and not-so-obvious
consequences

Primary Source Reading

Rivkah Harris

“Inanna-Ishtar as
Paradox and a
Coincidence of
Opposites”
> SOME TAKEAWAYS
Complex and multifaceted, as a god and as a female god
Reflects the Sumerians’ understanding of divinity

Ishtar as a unique kind of goddess
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The Aegean world
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Periods of Greek History

Collapse of the. Recovery of
Bronze Age. Writing

1600 1400 1200 8 1000 800 600 400
BCE

BRONZE AGE | IRON AGE
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Mycenaean Greeks

The rhapsode
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Greek mythology

The Greeks' relationship with their gods

* No priestly class

* Understanding of the gods comes from literature

* Gods react to mortals’ betrayals of the community

* Rarely punish the wrongdoer only, often visiting suffering on family and
descendants




Great mothers vs. goddesses
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Pre-Olympian Gods
* Gaia and Cronos show basic Greek gender archetypes

* Cronos

* Rivalry between fathers and sons — males in fierce rivalry with each other
* Male archetype =rea v n tic

* Gaia and Rhea

* Move in opposite direction, counteract hostility, actively create a future
* Female archetype tru ational

10
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Hesiod

Theogony

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Thetr e Titans

are the Muses

+ Hekate'snique and independent place among the gods

* Th

11
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Hestia

Aphrodite

12
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Birth of Aphrodite

2

Hekate
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Gods with mortals

o

Fromall. Zeitlin

“Signifying
Difference: The Myth
of Pandora”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Demeter

14
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Lucia Nixon

“The Cults of Demeter
and Kore”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Demigods and Monsters

Philip E. Slater

“The Greek Family in
History and Myth”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS
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