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Women in Antiquity

The Bronze Age ‘
and its Homeric %
Echo

* The Greek Dark Age
« lliad and Odyssey

*  Marr Homer

e and Nausicaa

elen and Kiytaemnestra

Upcoming dates

* Monday, March 10 Images essay due
upload to midnight

* Monday, March 24 Proposal due

Five things today

The Greek Dark Age

Iliad and Odyssey

Marriage in Homer

Penelope and Nausicaa

Helen and Klytaemnestra
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Quiz #2: The Bronze Age and Homer

Responses
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Questions about whatever
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Hekate
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Gods with mortals

o

Fromall. Zeitlin

“Signifying
Difference: The Myth
of Pandora”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Demeter
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Lucia Nixon

“The Cults of Demeter
and Kore”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Demigods and Monsters

Philip E. Slater

“The Greek Family in
History and Myth”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS
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The Homeric Era

Collapse of the Bronze Age

Periods of Greek History

Collapseofthe  Recover 1y of
Bronze Age Writing

BRONZE AGE 1 IRON AGE




Geometric art
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The rhapsode

Greek religion

y e

The house of Atreos
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Homer’s Trojan War: lliad and Odyssey

* Story of the Aegean trade conflict

« Emphasis on the bonds and connections within a community

* Expectations of human behavior, often contrasted with the gods’ behavior

Recovery of writing preserves Homeric society

* Regional diversity of custom and tradition

+ Emergence of hellenism and contrasting idea of barbaroi

* Xenia— guest friendship

« Critical importance of marriage bond

* Agonal society
* Timé — honor and respect
* Areté — achievement of excellence




(Mortal) women in Homer

Homer

“Agamemnon'’s
Insult” (from Iliad)

age human society

Odysseus and Penelope
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Homer

“The Artifice of
Penelope”
(from Odyssey)

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

h the men of Ithaka

isdorm

res balan ponsibilities

* Balanced potency of the marriage bond is the core of the Creek community

Homer

“Nausicaa and the
Stranger”

(from Odyssey)

SOME TAKEAWAYS

Klytaemnestra
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Secondary Source Reading

Ken Dowden

“Approaching Women
Through Myth: Vital
Tool or Self-
Delusion?”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

Klytaemnestra figure (then'and

ting point for Glot of about gender in Creek f

Mythology can’t be mapped onto Greek society

ultural bylaw

Sherry B. Ortner

“Is Female to Male as
Nature Is to Culture?”

> SOME TAKEAWA

Hektor and Andromache
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Marylin B. Arthur

“Early Greece: The

ns of the Western
Attitude Toward
Women"”

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

the marital ideal

Juties, Andromache has private dutie

survival of the community

volutic
social organization—rules constantl

>n gender are secondary

Marylin B. Arthur

“The Divided World of
Iliad V1"

> SOME TAKEAWAYS
* Moreon H and Andromache

icts marital relationships

9
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