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Women in Antiquity

MEETING 6

Women and the
Athenian Polis

+ Classical Athens
+ Demo nd gender

« Athenian

+  The persecution of O

« History and historiography

Upcoming dates

* Monday, March 10

* Monday, March 24

Five things today

Classical Athens

Democracy and gender

Athenian female seclusion

The persecution of Orestes

History and historiography
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Responses

Questions about whatever

.

.

t

Classical Athens
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Periods of Greek history

Collapse of the Recovery Persian  Alexander
Bronze Age of writing invasions

ElCheel octsoeal Greek "Dark Age” Archa Classical
(Minoans and Mycenacans)
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Athenian Democracy

* Citizen Assembly ekklesia
= Quorum of 6,000

= Legislation, election, decrees, trials

* Council of 500 boule
= Prepares measures for the Assembly
= Executes will of Assembly (administration)
= Chosen by lot

* Archons archontes
= Chosen by lot

* Military magistrates strategoi
= Elected by Assembly
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Athenian theater

The cursed house of Atreos

Punished for revealing the
secrets of the gods and trying to Tantalos
make them eat his son

Killed his father-in-law by

sabotaging his chariot Polops  EEEULEERRER

Exiled with his brother Thyestes for killing

Atreos. their eldest brother to gain Pelops's throne; pireos's twin

usurps the throne of Mycenae

Menelaos = Agamemnon = Kiytaemnestra CEEEEEES

Iphigeneia Elektra Orestes
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Aeschylos

from Eumenides

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Furies

more evolved

Effects of democracy

Sarah B. Pomeroy

“Women'’s Identity
and the Family in the
Classical Polis”

OME TAKEAWAYS

Tangible and co: ideas of women in Athenian society

bility of women in funerals

+ In this society a much sharper divide between public & private

0 manife .t we'll see next time.




Athenian female seclusion

“Women and Housing
in Classical Greece:

The Archaeological
Evidence”

Historiography and ancient Athens
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"
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Secondary Source

Marilyn A. Katz

“ldeology and the

SOME TAKEAWAYS
ry he

nterrin
Is this.

ful approach: talk about history of gender

Talk about historical situations in terms of the rela

The art of history
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Herodotos

from The Histories

SOME TAKEAWAYS
The Amazons nditione

of Hal W ersian admiral

s of Sardis

ches of Athens
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Secondary Source

Carolyn Dewald

“Women and Culture
in Herodotus's

Histories"

> SOME TAKEAWAYS

* Herodotu: of the fath f history, narrating the Persian v

. the central story of humanity is human connection

individual

bond




