% Women in Antiquity

MEETING 8

Images of
Women in
Athenian

Literature

* Classical Athens

+ Female protagonists

« Literary women vs. goddesses
« Antigone

* Medea

Upcoming dates

* Monday, March 24 Proposal due
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Five things today

Classical Athens

Female protagonists

Literary women vs. goddesses
Antigone

Medea




3/23/25

Quiz #5: Women in Athenian Literature
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Questions about whatever
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Natural philosophy: chaos and cosmos
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Voula Lambropoulou

“Some Pythagorean
Female Virtues”
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men have distinctive virtues characteristic of them
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Helene Foley

“The Conception of
Women in Athenian
Drama”
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Sophocles Aeschylus Euripides
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Zeitlin

“The Dynamics of
Misogyny: Myth and
Mythmaking in the
Oresteia”

Sophocles

from Antigone

Antigone and Creon
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Antigone and Ismene

from Medea

Medea and Jason
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Medea’s revenge
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Women in Athenian Literature

« Cannot mapliterary figures onto ordinary society
* (any more tha with 0

* Stories in drama are deliberately designed to be abnormal

un 1d espec

* Especially true of female characters

« Cannot say “this is what women'’s lives were like”
e d, thi hat ar
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