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Women	in	Antiquity
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Female 
Pharaohs of 
Egypt

M E E T I N G  9

• Egyptian	culture

• Gender	in	Egypt

• Hatshepsut

• Nefertiti

• Hellenistic	Egypt
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Upcoming dates

• Tuesday, April 15 No meeting (Spring Break)

• Monday, May 12 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Sunday, April 6 Post your Week 9 responses
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Five things today

Egyptian	culture

Gender	in	Egypt

Hatshepsut

Nefertiti

Hellenistic	Egypt
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Quiz #6: Female Pharaohs of Egypt
1.	 A ll	o f	the 	fo llow ing 	are 	tru e 	o f	H atshepsu t	b efore 	becom ing 	queen 	EXCEPT :		

a .	 The	on ly 	records	w e	have 	o f	her	ch ildhood 	and 	tim e	as	a 	p rin cess	are 	
those 	she 	le ft	herse lf	

b .	 She	den ied 	a ll	rum ors	she	w as	descended 	from 	the	god 	Am un -R e,	

c la im ing 	to 	b e 	u tterly 	hum an

c.	 W hen 	her	b ro ther	b ecam e	k ing ,	she 	gain ed 	the 	titles	o f	K ing ’s	W ife 	and 	

G od ’s	W ife 	o f	Am un

d .	 Though 	she	w as	m arried 	to 	her	b ro ther,	Thu tm ose	II,	h is	son 	Thu tm ose	
III	w as	not	hers

2 .	 B y 	the 	seven th 	regnal	year	o f	herse lf	and 	Thu tm ose	III,	H atshepsu t	w as	

a .	 rep resen ting 	herse lf	as	a 	m ale 	pharaoh 	on 	m onum en ts

b .	 hostin g 	w ild 	parties	in 	the 	tem p le 	o f	K arnak

c .	 dead ,	k illed 	by 	a 	crocod ile

d .	 bu ild ing 	pyram ids	like 	the 	o ld 	days

3 .	 A ll	o f	the 	fo llow ing 	are 	tru e 	o f	H atshepsu t	and 	her	young 	co -ru ler	Thu tm ose	III	
EXCEPT :		

a .	 They 	spon sored 	an 	exped ition 	to 	Pun t	to 	ob tain 	exotic 	m ateria ls

b .	 They 	ru led 	jo in tly 	together	fo r	abou t	15 	years

c .	 O n 	som e	m onum en ts	they 	are 	dep icted 	as	tw in 	m ale 	ru lers

d .	 They 	w ere 	half-sib lin gs	w ith 	the 	sam e	m other

4 .	 A ll	o f	the 	fo llow ing 	are 	tru e 	o f	Thu tm ose	III’s 	destru ction 	o f	H atshepsu t’s	
m em ory 	after	her	death 	EXCEPT :		

a .	 H er	n am e	w as	rem oved 	from 	m onum en ts	and 	her	statu es	th row n 	in 	a 	p it

b .	 Scho lars	now 	say 	the 	erasu re 	occu rred 	20 	years	o r	m ore	after	her	death ,	

castin g 	doub t	on 	the 	theory 	that	Thu tm ose	w as	m otivated 	by 	w rath 	and 	

revenge

c .	 Som e	o f	her	im ages	w ere 	defaced 	by 	carv ing 	fa lse 	m ustaches	on 	them ,	
iron ically

d .	 H er	rep resen tation s	as	queen 	w ere 	le ft	un touched ;	on ly 	her	k ingsh ip 	w as	

erased

5 .	 A ccord ing 	to 	her	ep itaph ,	K heredankh ,	daughter	o f	Shepm in 	

a .	 w as	tru sted 	by 	each 	person 	w ho 	saw 	her,	both 	m ale 	and 	fem ale

b .	 w as	loved 	by 	her	b ro ther,	w ho 	d id 	not	let	her	separate 	from 	h im 	in 	the 	

beer	hou se

c .	 asked 	a 	lib ation 	o f	w ater	from 	the	v isito r,	b ecau se 	she 	w as	one	w ho 	“loved 	
to 	d rink ”	

d .	 a ll	o f	the 	above

EC .	 W hy 	do 	you 	th ink 	H atshepsu t	w as	accep ted 	as	a 	“fem ale 	k ing”	and 	w as	ab le 	to 	ru le 	fo r	so 	long?
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Responses
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Questions about whatever
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Egypt
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(Thebes)
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Timeline: Egypt
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The Nile
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The pharaoh
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Hieroglyphs
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women’s 
Monumental Mark on 
Ancient Egypt” 

Barbara S. Lesko

• Accustomed to seeing monuments in terms of ruling family

• In Egypt, there are many appearances of ordinary women and men
• Monuments featuring pharaohs will show ordinary people as smaller in the conduct of their daily lives (tribute, needs of 

state)

• Male and female forms being idealized

• Preservation of the material form being elemental to the continuation of the spirit in eternity
• Even if you don’t have a mummy (only the elite), can still have an image commemorating person as a physical 

manifestation 

• Connects departed spirit to this life and ensure its contentment

►  S O M E  T A K E A W AY S
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Secondary Source Reading

“Women in Ancient 
Egyptian Wisdom 
Literature”

Annette Depla

• U nlike other ancient societies, choice of husband is in hands of the m other, in collaboration w ith daughter

• D iscussion of adultery – m en and w om en have an equal responsibility to m arriage and an equal tem ptation

• G ender stigm a associated w ith adultery not present in ancient Egypt as far as w e can tell from  w isdom  lit

• Som e aspects of Egyptian life in w hich m en have priority, and other aspects in w hich m en and w om en have 

som e parity
• Different across time and across class

• Any culture’s understanding of gender is conditioned by their philosophy and their understanding of how the world works

►  S O M E  T A K E A W AY S
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Egypt during the New Kingdom
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Hatshepsut

23

• What stands in the way of a woman being pharaoh?

• How is Hatshepsut a better choice than Thutmose III?

• What actions does Hatsheptut take to help ensure she is seen as a 
successful pharaoh?

Hatshepsut’s success
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Secondary Source Reading

“The God’s Wife of 
Amun in the 18th 
Dynasty in Egypt” 

Gay Robins

• Article is historiographic— the w ay historians have talked about this subject

• M ost Egyptian priests are m en, but there are exceptions to this, including G od’s w ife of Am un

• Alw ays knew  this person existed, but there’s been debate over w hat it m eans that this person exists
• Previously: Indicative of the power of the pharaoh passing on via women

• Representative of pharaoh deriving power through women

• W hat w e can say about the role of aristocratic w om en in the religious life of w om en

• Institutional

• Private

►  S O M E  T A K E A W AY S
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Damnatio memoriae

26

Akhenaten

27



3/30/25

10

Nefertiti

28

Nubia

29

Persian Egypt
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Hellenistic Egypt
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Cleopatra VII
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Final thoughts about Egypt
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