9/16/25

Archaic Greece

History of Ancient Greece | Meeting #4

Upcoming Dates

Monday, October 20
Proposal Due

Thursday, October 2
No class meeting

Sunday, September 21

Responses for Week 4 Due

Five things today o The Polis

o Hoplite Army

e Colonization

e Panhellenism

o Lyric Poetry
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Quiz #2 | Archaic Greece

1. Hesiods poctrys notable forits 4 AGreek tyranny i rule by
2. lyics about unrequited love:

. alegitimate king who has become abusive
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b. Hoplites were heavily amored footsoldiers
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EC. Why did the Greeks colonize during this period?

Responses
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The phonetic
alphabet

e Bronze Age scripts are
pictographic or syllabic

e Many characters with a
high learning curve

e No phonetic scripts
until the Iron Age
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Phoenician
contact

Increasing trade
in the late “Dark
Age” brings the
Phoenician
alphabet to the
Aegean peoples

Adopted
separately in each
Greek community

Greek alphabet

HOENYNOPXEZTONITANTONATAAOTATATIAIZEITOTOAEKA[?]JMI[?]N[...]
“Whoever of all these dancers now dances most deftly,
to him this [pot] [will go as his prize]”
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Dark Age political structure

® wanax Favag > avag
— Minoan/Mycenaean term for king
— Now used to mean high-king or overlord

+ Agamermnon (overlord of the Greeks at Troy)
+ Zeus (ruler of the gods)

e basileus Baoiretvs
— Mycenaean term for mayor, headman
— Dark age (and later) term for king

e “Big man” system — e.g., Ithaca
i toward local for stability

and protection
— Authority is transient and personal

Foundations of Archaic Greece
e Polis

o Hoplite armies

e Knowledge through creative expression

e Epic poetry as the foundation for public
religion

o Colonization

e Panhellenism
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Archaic culture

Transition from the Dark Age

Hesiod

On Labor

18
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Lyric poetry

Lyric poetry

e Epic poetry

~ Objective

~ Top-down

~ Reinforces rules of society

e Lyric poetry
jec

~ Subjective

Sappho

Selected
poems

21



Symposion

Gatherings to experience
new poetry, dance, and
music

Deliberate fostering of
creative expression

Advancement of society
requires new knowledge
and ideas
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The polis




The Polis

e Urban centers
formed during the
early Iron Age

Merging of farming
villages around a
common
marketplace

Often dear a
defensible position
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Characteristics of
the polis

o City-state

e Synoecism

e Replacement of basileus
with magistrates

e Council of “elders” (aristoi)

o Citizen assembly (demos)

Agora

Marketplace
Social center
Political nexus
Religious hub

The agora is the beating
heart of the polis
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Social strata

Hoplite army

Bronze Age: reliance
on warriors, cavalry,
single combat

Iron Age: Hoplite army

- Rows of men with
overlapping shields

— Crush less ordered infantry,

especially from the high
ground

The
phalanx

o All men equal

e No heroes

e More inclusive
of social strata

10



Other groups

e Women
e Metics

o Servile classes (usually
ethnically different)

— Helots (Sparta)
— Slaves
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Greek
colonization

Greek expansion through colonization

33
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Greek colonies

e Colonies are children of a
particular polis

e Expansion of mother
city’s political, economic,
and cultural power

— New resources and markets
for trade

— Relief of population stress

— Control of strategic locations

Hellas and the
colonies

Colonies are closely linked
with mother cities
- Trade interaction

~ Movement of people and ideas

Culture and thought in the
colonies move with

changes in the Aegean

Hellas is the Aegean

homeland plus its colonies

Primary Source Reading

Herodotos

The
Founding of
Cyrene

36
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Everyday religion

The
kouros

13



Primary Source Reading.

Various
Accounts of
Religious
Beliefs

42
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Archaic Hellas
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Panhellenism

Strong polis identity

Shared cultural
superiority

Mutual competition
between poleis to
achieve ideal society

Dark age values in
the Archaic Age

o Xenia guest-friendship
o Timé honor
o Arete excellence

e Agonal man

15
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