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Tribes and Kings
History of Ancient Rome | Meeting #2
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Upcoming Dates
● Thursday, February 12

• No class meeting

● Monday, March 9

• Images Essay Due

● Sunday, February 8

Responses for Week 2 Due

2

Five things today ● Italy and its peoples

● Etruscan influence

● The Roman kings

● The end of monarchy

● Roman evidence

3
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Questions about whatever

4

Upcoming 
assignments

5

The Images Essay

The Film Option

C leopa tra
(Jo s e p h  L . M a n k ie w ic z  d ir., 1 9 6 3 )

A n c ie n t a c c o u n ts  o f C le o p a tra
(e .g ., P lu ta rc h ’s  b io  o f C a e s a r)

Is is -A p h ro d ite
(R o m a n  E g y p t, 2 n d  c e n tu ry  C E )

A p h ro d ite  h o ld in g  w in g e d  E ro s
(C y p ru s , la te  4 th  c e n tu ry  B C E )

The Museum Option

6
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The Proposal

● One paragraph

● Contains:
– Problem (your topic in the form 

of a question)
– Possible answers

(“Some say… others say…”)
– Your provisional thesis

(“I believe…”)

● Essentially the intro to 
your final paper

7

Italy and its peoples
8
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Etruscans

● ”Indigenous”

● Wealthy city-
state culture

● Highly 
advanced 
culture and 
technology

13

Arrival of 
the Indo-
Europeans

● Nations of 
herdspeople 
migrating en 
masse

● Arrive into 
Italy early in 
the Iron Age

14

Indo-Europeans

● Decentralized

● Tribal

● Nonurban

● Pastoral 

15
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Italian peoples

● Etruscans indigenous, successful city-state culture

● Greeks advanced, wealthy city-state colonists

● Phoenicians master traders with market colonies

● Indo-Europeans pastoral migrants from the north
– Gauls
– Hill peoples

– Latins

27
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Etruscan influences
28

Etruscans

● Powerful, prosperous 
city-states with 
extensive trading

● Isolated from each 
other 

● Independent and 
competitive

29
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Etruscan divination 
(haruspicia)

● Consultation of the 
gods (divination)

● Sacrifice and animal 
and consult its organs

● Omens from the gods 
seen in marks or 
blemishes

33
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Augury

● Gods must be 
consulted before any 
action of the state

● Priests trained in 
divination become 
known as augurs

● Curved wand (lituus) 
symbol of office

34

Auspices

● Distinctly Roman method of 
augury

● Vigil to examine the skies, 
often at night
– Sky divided into quadrants all 

movements and appearances recorded

– These are then interpreted for the 
mood of the gods

● Auspices taken before anu 
action of the state

35

Etruscan 
wealth

● Etruscans rich; 
Romans poor

● Romans 
determined to 
avoid cultural 
assimilation 
and maintain 
a distinct 
identity

36
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Roman 
austerity

● Poverty a virtue

● Leisure and 
luxury are 
things that 
decadent 
Etruscans and 
Greeks do

● Only true 
civilized culture

37

The triumph

● Etruscan ritual 
celebrating a 
king’s victory

● Adopted by 
Rome

● Made into a 
Roman ritual to 
reinforce 
Roman identity

38

Italian interaction
39
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Latins

● City-states close together, 
unlike Etruscans

● Share religious celebrations 
and shrines

● “Latin rights” reflecting 
unusual intermingling
– Intermarriage
– Ownership of property
– Migration

● Slowly growing concern 
about Rome

40

41

Value of diversity 
in Rome

● Other Latin cities

● Traders and migrants 

● Cultural, social, and 
technological assets that 
can reinforce Roman 
identity

● Hercules the adventurer
– Positive encounters with other 

peoples of Italy

Temple of Hercules in the Forum Boarum

42
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Values of early 
Rome

44
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Tribes and clans

● Focus of one’s identity 
was the clan and the 
city of Rome

● Each clan valued for its 
contribution
– Not just founding clans

46

Primary Source Reading

Dionysius 

On the Subject 
of Roman 
History

47

“The ways of our ancestors”
MOS	MAIORUM

48
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The Roman kings
49
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The Roman timeline

800 600 400 2 00 0 2 00 400 600 800 1 000 1 200 1 400 1 600

Regal 

Period
Republic Principate Byzantine Empire

BCE CE

Kings
ejected

Traditional 
founding 
of Rome

Augustus 
becomes 
princeps

Fall of the 
Eastern 
Empire

Fall of the 
Western 
Empire

52

Roman lore: 
Priestly records

● Priests kept annals
– Magistrates
– Chief events of the year

● Brief notations

53

Roman lore: 
Family histories
● Biographies and masks of 

ancestors kept by 
important houses
– Family identity extremely 

important
– “Ancestors” spoke at funerals
– Ancestors connected to 

household gods

● Preserved records of past 
events

● Role of family likely to be 
inflated

54
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Roman lore: 
Folklore

● Stories passed down 
through various clans 
and classes

● Before writing, 
competing versions 
preserved in different 
parts of the community

● Legends with uncertain 
basis in fact

55

Seven legendary kings

I. Romulus

II. Numa Pompilius

III. Tullus Hostilius

IV. Ancus Marcius

V. Tarquinius Priscus

VI. Servius Tullius

VII. Tarquinius Superbus

● Each king identified 
with a pillars of 
Roman culture

56

Some legacies of regal period Rome

● Family and clan

● Census and class

● Origins of later institutions

● The pomerium

57
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Family and clan

● Importance of family 
over the individual 
seen as dating back to 
the origins of Rome

58

Census

● Organizing families 
according to property

● Those above the 
minimum property 
requirement eligible for 
military levy
– Family’s property information 

and membership recorded in 
detail

– Those whose families do not 
meet the property 
requirement are merely 
counted

I
II
III
IV
V

Head Count

Families that meet 
the minimum 

property requirement 
for military levy

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y

59

Origins of later 
institutions

● Assemblies

● Senate

● Magistracies

● Methods of voting, 
taxation, levy, etc.

60
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Primary Source Reading

Dionysius 

Servius Tullius’s 
Reform of the
Comitia 
Centuriata

61

The Pomerium

● Sacred boundary of Rome
– W ithin, the citizen sovereign

– Outside, subject to m ilitary 
command

– Reinforced by ritual every year

● No Roman soldier may cross 
the pomerium into Rome
– Armies must be sworn in and 

discharged outside the pomerium 
– W rath of the gods at stake = the 

suffering of all Romans

● Rome saw the world as 
DOMI MILITIAEQUE =
“At home and with the army”

62

63
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Romulus
66
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Periods of Roman History

800 700 600 500 400 300 200 100 0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Regal Period Republic Principate

BCE CE

Rom e founded 
(according to 

legend)

Forum  
constructed

67

Romulus 
and Remus

● Cast out, 
suckled by a 
she-wolf

● Separate 
traditions of 
Rome’s founder 
merged and 
become twins

● One kills the 
other

Capitoline Wolf (ca. 480 BCE)

68

Romulus as 
king

● Reputation for 
being 
pragmatic and 
ruthless

● Valuable to 
Romans but 
problematic 
for the clans

69
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Primary Source Reading

Livy 

The Capture of 
the Sabine 
Women

70

The maiden

● Purity of the 
virginal 
female 
unequaled by 
any other 
member of 
society

71

The matron

● Expected to 
be aggressive 
in upholding 
values of 
Rome

72
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Vestal 
virgins

● Maidens of 
noble families

● Guardians of 
the Eternal 
Flame in the 
Temple of 
Vesta

73

74

Numa
75
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Regal-era Rome

● The Roman monarchy 
was elective
– Kings were chosen by the 

propertied families

● Numa’s election told 
in detail
– Nomination by interrex
– Consultation of the gods
– Approval of the propertied 

families

76

II. Numa 
Pompilius
● Outsider

● Chosen for his even 
temper and rapport with 
the gods

● Identified with the 
establishment of all major 
Roman religious 
institutions

● Second king = religion 
second in importance only 
to Rome itself

77

Primary Source Reading

Livy 

Numa’s 
Religious 
Settlement

78
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Roman ideas of 
the gods

● ”Equating” of Roman 
and Greek gods is 
much later 
– Part of the 

Romanization/cultural 
merging of Greek lands

● Roman gods are not 
much like Greek gods

79

80

81



2/3/26

28

Roman religion

● Numen:   
Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world
– Janus doorways, past/future
– Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
– Terminus boundaries
– Penates household guardians
– Lares household guardians

82

Terminus

● God of land 
boundaries

● Witness to 
exchanges of 
land

● Landmark 
stones placed 
to mark 
property

83

Janus

● God of 
doorways and 
portals

● Other 
dichotomies
– Past and future

– War and peace

84
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Vesta

● Goddess of the hearth

● Associated with 
related ideas
– Family and shared identity
– Survival

● Rome as a collective 
family 
– Survival – eternal flame

86
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Consultation of 
the gods

● Augurs’ divination is 
seeking the mood of 
numen gods

● Permeating spirits 
interwoven in land 
and homes

● Gods’ wrath results in 
suffering of Romans

88

Roman religion

● Numen: 
Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world
– Janus doorways, past/future
– Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
– Terminus boundaries
– Penates household guardians
– Lares household guardians

● Gods of the Roman state:
Anthropomorphized powers interested in Rome’s power and legacy

– Juppiter sky
– Mars war
– Quirinus Roman people

89

Iuppiter

● God of sky 
and thunder

● King of the 
gods

● Patron god of 
Rome

90
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Mars

● God of 
war and 
agriculture

● Training fields 
outside the 
pomerium 
known as the 
Campus 
Martius

91

Quirinus

● God of the 
Roman state 
and citizenry

● Roman citizens 
might be 
addressed as 
”Quirites”
– As contrasted 

with “Milites” = 
soldiers

92

Rituals, 
sacrifices, and 
divination

● Numa associated with 
establishment of major 
aspects of religion

● Key priesthoods
– Most of these are collegial = 

consisting of more than one 
priest (colleagues)

● Important rituals

● Sacred games

93
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Priesthoods attributed to Numa

● Curiones Sacrifices for the curiae (assemblies)

● Flamines Priests dedicated to a specific god

● Celeres Romulus’s bodyguard

● Augurs Divination

● Vestals Tenders of the sacred fire

● Salii Twelve youths carrying Juppiter ’s shields

● Fetiales Sacred heralds 

● Pontiffs Religious advisors to the state; public rituals

94

The Roman king 
as a priest-king

● King’s job was to 
protect Rome’s people 
and property

● King was high priest = 
highest responsibility 
to protect Rome from 
the gods’ wrath

95

The kings after 
Numa

96
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III. Tullus 
Hostilius
● Legend says he did not 

honor the gods or rituals 
and Rome suffered 
– Pestilence, showers of stones
– Mishandled a ritual to 

appease Iuppiter and was 
struck by lightning

● Annexation of 
Alba Longa
– Duel of the Horatii and the 

Curiatii
– Horatius’s slaying of his sister

97

IV. Ancus Marcius

● Published Numa’s text 
on ceremonies

● Fought the Latins

● Extended Roman 
territory to the sea 
– Acquired port at Ostia

98

V. Tarquinius 
Priscus

● Etruscan immigrant
– May have brought the 

triumph to Rome

– Led Roman armies against 
Etruscans

● Expanded the senate

● Built the Circus 
Maximus

99
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VI. Servius Tullius

● Popular/populist(?) 

● Expanded the Roman 
franchise 

● Improved the lot and 
fortune of Rome's lowest 
classes

● Murdered by daughter 
Tullia and husband 
Tarquin Superbus

100

Servian reforms

● Replaced aristocratic comitia curiata with comitia centuriata

● First census

● Increased number of tribes

● Servian Wall

● Temple of Diana and Latin League

101

Aristocracy 
and people

● Growing 
sense of 
Roman 
identity and 
pride 
– With classes
– Across classes

● Fostered 
under Servius

102
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VII. Tarquinius 
Superbus

● Usurper

● Aggressive, 
expansionist

● Hostile to everyone
– Wealthy families
– Common people

– Latin cities

103

The end of 
monarchy

104

Tarquin 
Superbus’s 
reign

● Fascinating 
mix of pros 
and cons

● Model of the Regia (king’s altar)

105
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Temple of 
Juppiter 
Optimus 
Maximus

● Commissioned 
building of a 
great temple 
to Iuppiter 
“Best and 
Greatest”

106

Sybilline Books

● Books of prophecy 
purchased by Tarquin
– Means of appeasing the gods

– Consulted during any serious 
crisis throughout Roman 
history

● Legend describes both 
Tarquin’s hubris and his 
supplying Rome with a 
critical resource

107

Tarquin’s 
arrogance

● Demeaning and 
persecuting noble 
families

● Forceful domination of 
Latin cities

● Use of sons to expand 
his power over Rome 
and Latium

108
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Primary Source Reading

Livy 

The Rape of 
Lucretia

109

Brutus the 
Liberator

● Widely respected noble
– Related to the king but hostile 

to him and his policies

● Leads effort to exile 
Tarquins and end the 
monarchy

● Romans declare a 
Republic with Brutus as 
one of the first consuls

L. Iunius Brutus

110

Vow of 
liberty

● According to 
Livy, Brutus 
has all 
Romans take 
an oath that 
they would 
not suffer any 
man to reign 
in Rome

111
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Tarquinian Wars

● Tarquin flees to 
Estruria and allies with 
Lars Porsena of 
Clusium

● Tarquin then rallies 
Latin city-states 
against Rome and the 
idea of a kingless 
“republic”

112

Latin 
League

● Dozens of 
Latin city-
states said to 
band together 
against Rome

● Latin League 
remains 
important in 
later centuries

113

Internal 
divisions

● Monarchists 
within Rome

● Brutus’s sons 
executed for 
treason

114
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The first consuls

● Brutus and Valerius 
Poplicola

● Untried form of 
government

● Brutus killed in battle—
will Valerius become a 
tyrant?

● Valerius associated with 
populist reforms 
establishing citizen rights

115

Battle of Lake 
Regillus

● All-or-nothing war 
with Latin League

● Twin gods Castor and 
Pollux seen fighting 
with Romans

● Roman Republic and 
Rome’s independence 
from Latins, Tarquins 
established

116
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