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History of Ancient Rome | Meeting #4
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Upcoming Dates
● Monday, January 1

• Images Essay Due

● Monday, January 1

• Images Essay Due

● Sunday, August 31

Responses for Week 1 Due
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Five things today ● Assemblies and the senate

● Consuls, tribunes, and dictators

● The Struggle of the Orders

● Veii and the Sack

● The Samnites and Pyrrhus
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Quiz #2 | SPQR
1. An early Roman success that brought much-needed land wealth to Rome and made 

possible its first expansions into central Italy was
a. the Conquest of Veii (396 BCE)
b. the Sack of Rome (390 BCE)
c. the First Samnite War (343–341 BCE)
d. the Pyrrhic War (280–275 BCE)

2. According to Roman accounts, the first three dictators laid down all of the following 
precedents for future dictators EXCEPT:
a. A dictator’s power was limited to the specific need or crisis that had led to their 

appointment
b. A dictator resigned at the end of his crisis
c. Dictators were champions of the Roman nobility, to be used against foreigners and 

the lower classes alike
d. The dictatorship was used to resolve crises both military and domestic

3. The Roman system of alliances and citizen communities in Italy included all of the 
following EXCEPT:
a. Municipia (cities granted full or partial Roman citizenship)
b. Socii (Italian and Greek-Italian cities having mutual defensive pacts with Rome)
c. Canes felesque (cities treated affectionately by Rome, with their citzens given 

caresses to the head and regular food allowances)
d. Latin allies (cities allowed intermarriage and binding contracts with Romans)

4. Ways that expansion into central Italy impacted on Rome included all of the following 
EXCEPT:
a. Public works: Paved highways and aqueducts in Italy, plus a major building boom in 

Rome
b. Trade and manufacturing: Early coinage and increased production of manufactured 

goods
c. Agriculture: Conquered land redistributed to poor but also amassed into large 

estates
d. Art: Development of a new Greek-inspired medium involving humanlike forms with 

round, yellow-tinted faces depicting a range of strong emotions

5. A favorite Roman story of the old days when Roman leaders valued humility over 
ambition was the tale of
a. Cincinnatus called to the dictatorship from his plow
b. Claudius Pulcher naming his humble servant Glicia to the dictatorship
c. The first dictator, Larcius, being chosen for his impressive, Hercules-like appearance
d. The later-abandoned custom of granting dictators the cognomina Humilis Maximus 

(“humblest of men”) on their departure from office

Extra Credit
EC. What set the manipular army apart from the hoplite-style armies Rome had used before? 
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Responses
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Questions about whatever

7

The early Republic
8

How do we describe the Republic?
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Principles of 
shared governance

● Collegiality

● Annual office

● Imperium

● Ladder of offices 
(cursus honorum)

10

SENATUS		POPULUSQUE		ROMANUS

11

Struggle of the 
Orders

12
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P a tric ia n  c la n s P le b e ia n  c la n s

Clans holding magistracies in the Republic
A E B U T I A
A E M I L I A
A N T O N I A
A Q U I L L I A
A T I L I A
C L A U D I A / C L O D I A
C L O E L I A
C O M I N I A
C O R N E L I A

C U R I A T I A
C U R T I A
F A B I A
F U R I A
G E G A N I A
G E N U C I A
H E R M I N I A
H O R A T I A
H O S T I L I A
J U L I A
J U N I A
L A R C I A / L A R T I A
L U C R E T I A

M A N L I A
M A R C I A
M E N E N I A
M E T I L I A
M I N U C I A

M U C I A
N A U T I A
N U M I C I A
P A P I R I A
P I N A R I A

P O S T U M I A
Q U I N C T I A
Q U I N C T I L I A
S E M P R O N I A
S E R G I A
S E R V I L I A
S E S T I A
S I C C I A / S E C C I A
S U L P I C I A
T A R Q U I T I A
T U L L I A
V A L E R I A
V E R G I N I A

V E T U R I A
V O L U M N I A

A B U R I A
A C I L I A
A E L I A
A F I N I A
A F R A N I A
A L B I A
A L B I N I A
A L I E N A
A L L I A

A M P I A
A N C H A R I A
A N I C I A
A N N I A
A N T I A
A N T I S T I A
A P P U L E I A
A P R O N I A
A P U S T I A
A R R E N I A
A R R I A
A R R U N T I A
A S E L L I A

A S I N I A
A T E I A
A T I N I A
A T T I A
A U F I D I A

A U L I A
A U R E L I A
A U R U N C U L E I A
A U T R O N I A
A X I A

B A E B I A
C A E C I L I A
C A E C I N I A
C A E D I C I A
C A E P A S I A
C A E S E T I A
C A E S I A
C A L I D I A
C A L P U R N I A
C A N I N I A
C A N U L E I A
C A R I S I A
C A R V I L I A

C A S S I A
C A T I A
C E S T I A
C I C E R E I A
C I N C I A
C I S P I A
C L U V I A
C O C C E I A
C O E L I A / C A E L I A

C O N S I D I A
C O P O N I A
C O R N I F I C I A
C O R U N C A N I A
C O S C O N I A
C O S S U T I A
C R E P E R E I A
C R I T O N I A
C U P I E N N I A
C U R I A
D E C I A
D E C I D I A
D E C I M I A

D I D I A
D I G I T I A
D O M I T I A
D U I L L I A
D U R O N I A

E G N A T I A
E G N A T U L E I A
E P I D I A
E R U C I A
F A B R I C I A

F A L C I D I A
F A N N I A
F L A M I N I A
F L A V I A
F O L I A
F O N T E I A
F U F I A
F U F I D I A
F U L V I A
F U N D A N I A
F U R N I A
G A B I N I A
G A L L I A

G E L L I A
G R A T I D I A
H E L V I A
H E R E N N I A
H I R T U L E I A
H O R T E N S I A
I C I L I A
I N S T E I A
J U V E N T I A

L A B E R I A
L A B I E N A
L A E L I A
L A E T O R I A
L I C I N I A
L I G A R I A
L I V I A
L I V I N E I A
L O L L I A
L U C C E I A
L U C I L I A
L U T A T I A
M A E C I L I A

M A E L I A
M A E N I A
M A E V I A
M A G I A
M A I A N I A

M A L L I A
M A M I L I A
M A N I A
M A N I L I A
M A R I A

M A T I E N A
M E M M I A
M I N D I A
M U M M I A
M U N A T I A
N A E V I A
N A S I D I A
N I G I D I A
N O N I A
N O R B A N A
N O V I A
N U M I S I A
N U M I T O R I A

O C C I A
O C T A V I A
O G U L N I A
O P I M I A
O P P I A
O T A C I L I A
P A P I A
P E D I A
P E D U C A E A

P E R P E R N A
P E T I L L I A
P E T R O N I A
P L A E T O R I A
P L A U T I A / P L O T I A
P O E T E L I A
P O M P E I A
P O M P O N I A
P O P I L L I A
P O P P A E A
P O R C I A
P R O C I L I A
P U B L I C I A

P U B L I L I A
P U L L I A
P U P I A
Q U I N T I A
R A B I R I A

R A B U L E I A
R A E C I A
R E M M I A
R O S C I A
R U B R I A

R U P I L I A
R U T I L I A
S A E N I A
S A L L U S T I A
S A L O N I A
S A L V I A
S A U F E I A
S C A N T I A
S C A N T I N I A
S C A P T I A
S C R I B O N I A
S E N T I A
S E P T I M I A

S E R R I A
S E X T I A
S E X T I L I A
S I C I N I A
S I L I A
S O S I A
S T A T I A
S T E R T I N I A
T E R E N T I A

T H O R I A
T I L L I A
T I T I A
T I T I N I A
T I T U R I A
T R E B E L L I A
T R E B O N I A
T R E M E L L I A
T U C C I A
T U R I A
T U R U L L I A
U L P I A
V A L G I A

V A R G U N T E I A
V A R I A
V E L L E I A
V E N T I D I A
V E N U L E I A

V E R G I L I A
V E T T I A
V I B I A
V I B U L L I A
V I L L I A

V I N I C I A
V I P S A N I A
V I T E L L I A
V O C O N I A
V O L C A T I A
V O L T E I A
V O L U S E N A
V O L U S I A
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Depictions of 
early patricians

● Roman histories are 
written centuries later

● Plebeian access to 
power normal in the 
middle and late Republic

● Early patricians depicted 
as violent, inflexible 
conservative extremists

16

Primary Source Reading

Dionysius 

Coriolanus 
Opposes the 
Plebs

17

Struggle of the orders

● In early Rome, patrician clans controlled political and 
religious institutions
– Priesthoods
– Imperium

● Patrician clans also used their power to exert 
economic oppression, further separating the classes

– Usury (excessive interest)
– Nexum (debt slavery)

● Plebeian clans demanded access to power 
but otherwise had nothing in common

18
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What advantages did the plebs have?
How did they gain leverage?

19

Secession

● Rome went to war 
almost every year

● Clans called upon to levy 
(supply soldiers)

● In extreme cases, plebs 
withdrew outside Rome

● Some secessions yielded 
important concessions

20

Early 
accommodations
● Plebeian council

– Assembly of plebeians 
– Limited self-governance
– Patricians could not attend or address it

● Tribunes of the plebs
– Ten magistrates only for plebeians

– Possessed tribunician veto (ability to bar 
repressive measures of the state)

– Sacrosanct

● Plebeian aediles
– Two of the four aediles were plebeian

21
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Tribunes of 
the Plebs

● Sacrosanct

● Tribunicial 
veto

● Citizen’s right 
of appeal

22

Primary Source Reading

Dionysius 

The Tribunes 
and their 
Manipulation

23

Primary Source Reading

Fragments 

The Twelve 
Tables

24
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“Military tribunes 
with consular 
power”

● Compromise office

● Instead of consuls, the 
Republic would have 
“consular tribunes” 
that year
– Military tribunes with the powers 

of a consul
– Consulship thus kept only for 

patricians
– Could have up to 6 consular 

tribunes for a given year

● Used intermittently 
444-367 BCE

25

End of the Conflict of the Orders

● Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)
– Passed during a time of turmoil and transition
– Four laws:
• Limit on the interest rate of loans 
• Restriction on private ownership of land
• At least one consul must be a plebeian
• New priestly college for Sibylline Books

● Hortensian Law (287)
– Last great secession of the plebs, over debt
– Q. Hortensius appointed dictator to resolve the crisis
– Horatius passes a law making all plebiscita (resolutions 

passed by the Plebeian Council) binding on all citizens

26

The Roman oligarchy vs. shared governance

● Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

● Influence of the senate 
– Consular nobility

– Priests

● Short-term elected magistrates

● Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

● Undemocratric assemblies

● Increasing power and influence of Rome

27
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The senate
28

How is the senate different from the assemblies?

29

Why did the senate 
matter?

● Experienced membership

● Persistence vs. annual 
magistrates 

● Increasing self-perceived 
role as protector of tradition 
and custom

30
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Primary Source Reading

Dionysius 

Early Rules for 
Clients and 
Patrons

31

Magistrates
32

The young noble

● Coming of age at 14

● Military service

● Ladder of offices

33
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Annual collegial Roman magistracies

elected legionary officersMilitary tribune

finances, use of public fundsQuaestor

games, festivals, temples and public buildingsAedile

citizen conflicts, criminal casesPraetor

command armies, preside over senate and assembliesConsul

census, senate rolls, contracts for public worksCensor

34

Imperium

● The ability to 
command a 
Roman citizen
– Domestic within 

Rome
– Military outside of 

Tome

● Invested in the 
individual, not 
the office

35

How do they make 
two consuls work?

● Alternation of the fasces

● Shared responsibility

● Collegial veto

36
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Primary Source Reading

Polybius 

The Constitution 
of the Roman 
Republic

37

Other ordinary 
officials

● Interrex

● Pontifex maximus

● Princeps senatus

38

Dictator
39
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How did the Romans use the dictatorship?

40

Dictator

● Response to any Rome-threatening crisis—
domestic, military, or religious

● Requested by senate or people

● Chosen by a consul

● Total authority of the Roman state
– No colleague
– Exempt from veto and appeal

● Bound to his mandate

● Resigns on resolution of crisis

41

Primary Source Reading

Cicero, Dionysius 

The Mythology of 
the Farmer 
General

42
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5th century BCE

4th century

3rd century

2nd century

1st century

43

The assemblies 
44

45
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Roman legislative 
process
● A consul or tribune frames a law

● He customarily presents the law to 
senate first for their advice

● Law is then presented to one of the 
assemblies with a senate resolution
– Centuriate assembly for external matters 

– Tribal assembly for domestic matters

● If the law passes, it’s recorded under 
the sponsor’s name
– lex Valeria
– lex Hortensia

– lex Licinia Sextia

46

Roman assemblies

● Comitia tributa
(Assembly of tribes)
– Citizens meeting as civilians in the Roman Forum

– Convened by consul or praetor
– Passes laws on domestic matters of concern to citizens

– Elects non-imperium magistrates

– Each tribe gets one vote● Comitia centuriata
(Assembly of centuries)
– Citizens meeting as an army in the Fields of M ars

– Convened by consul or praetor
– Passes laws on matters of war and peace

– Elects imperium  magistrates (consuls, praetors, and 
censors)

– Each century gets one vote

● Concilium plebis
(Council of the plebeians)
– Tribal assembly meeting with 

only the plebeian citizens present

– Convened by tribunes of the plebs

– Passes plebiscites on matters of concern to plebeians
– Elects tribunes of the plebs

● Comitia curiata 
(Assembly of curiae)
– Original assembly of elite handholders

– Meets only to grant imperium  to incoming consuls, 
praetors, and dictators

47

Capture of Veii
48
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Italian Wars—Timeline

 500 450 400 350 300 250
  BCE

Recurring defensive wars with 
the Hill Peoples, Etruscans, and nearby tribes

Conquest 
of Veii
(396)

Sack of 
Rome
(390)

Second 
Samnite 

War
(326–304)

Samnite Wars

Latin 
Revolt

(340–338)

Pyrrhic 
War

(280–275)

Battle of 
Lake 

Regillus
(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

49

The Etruscan shadow

50

Etruscan wealth

51
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Veii

● Nearest 
Etruscan 
city-state

● Powerful and 
wealthy
– Abundant fertile 

land

– Commerce and 
industry

52

Rome on the 
offensive

● Veii had been raiding 
Roman territory and 
trade

● Rome flips from 
defense to offense

● Multi-year siege

● Rome appoints a 
dictator, Camillus

53

Conquest of 
Veii

● Camillus’s 
strategy

● Evocatio
– Extraction of 

Veii’s patron god

54
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Legacies of the 
Capture of Veii

● Rome’s sense of power

● Rome’s wealth and standard of 
living

● Rome as an economic and 
military power 

● Shift from defense to conquest

● Dictator as champion and 
savior

55

Slavery and the 
Roman economy

● Increased wealth 
allows for increased 
slavery

● Slavery becomes 
innate to Roman 
society and commerce
– Domestic
– Agricultural
– Industrial
– Mining

56

The Sack of Rome
57
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Arrival of the 
Senonian Gauls

● Celtic tribes north of 
the Alps

● Some Gauls cross the 
Alps

● Sesonians migrate 
further

● They hear about 
Rome’s new wealth

58

59

60
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61

How does the Sack affect Rome?

62

Legacies of the Sack 
of Rome

● Damage to Roman buildings 
and records

● Dread of the Gaul

● Protection of Rome through 
control of central Italy

63
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Control over 
central Italy

64

Final absorption of Latium

65

Primary Source Reading

Livy 

The Defeat of the 
Latins

66



2/24/26

23

67

Primary Source Reading

Livy 

The Samnites’ 
‘Linen Legion’ 
Remains 
Undaunted

68

Early Roman 
warfare

● Influenced by the 
Etruscans
– Etruscans were influenced 

by the Greeks

● Early legions were 
based on the hoplite 
phalanx
– Effective on the coastal plain

– Not suited for mountains

69
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Battle of the Caudine Forks

70

71

Primary Source Reading

Polybius 

The Roman 
Maniple vs. the 
Macedonian 
Phalanx

72
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Legacies of the 
Second Samnite War

● Manipular army means 
more training and 
longer service 

● Roman control over 
Samnium and 
Campania

● Greeks of Southern 
Italy realize that 
they’re next

73

Romanization
74

Romanization

● Latin Rights
– Trade

– Intermarriage

– Migration

● Municipalities (municipia)

● Colonies (coloni)

● Allies (socii)

75
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Hubs of Romanness

76

Erosion of local cultures

77

Southern Italy and 
the Pyrrhic War

78
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79

80

Pyrrhic War

● King of Epirus recruited to 
push back the Romans

● Two very bloody encounters

● ”If we are victorious in one 
more battle with the 
Romans, we shall be utterly 
ruined”

● The majesty of the senate

81
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Legacies of the 
Pyrrhic War

● Demonstration of deep 
Roman resources even in 
defeat 

● Assertion of hegemony over 
Italy

● Coveting of Sicily

82

83

84


