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How Not to Run an Empire: The Assyrians

Civilizations of the Ancient World | Meeting #10

Upcoming Dates

.

Monday, March 9
Gilgamesh Essay Due

.

Monday, March 17
Midterm Exam

Sunday, March 15
Responses for Week 7 Due

Four things today e Thelron Age

e Philistines and Phoenicians

® The Hebrew migration

e The Neo-Assyrians




Questions about whatever
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Dawn of the
Iron Age
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Iron

e lron ore is common

- Found in many places

~ Often in substantial amounts
e [ron tools and weapons

can be produced in

quantity

Greater food production

Larger armies
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Iron Age Civilizations
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.~ SYRIA

Canaan

0 e Valuable coastline
34 between Egypt and
Assyria

e Bronze Age Semitic
population

- Hebrews

- Phoenicians

Desert

- Aramaeans

o Influx of “Sea
Peoples” refugees

-~ Greek Indo-Europeans

lands from Egypt

- Known in the Iron Age
as Philistines

Philistines

Indo-European culture,
surrounded by Semitic
peoples

Likely descended from the
“"Sea Peoples,” whose
migrations helped end the
Bronze Age

Possessed iron-working
technology and used iron
swords

Left few records and
literature

Phoenicians

e Control of unique
resources

— Cedar forests
- Fine marble

- Murex dye

e Entrepreneurial
economy

e Far-flung trade network

e Trade in value-added
finished goods
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| The Commercial Network
of the Phoenicians

Black Sea

Murex —
Tyrian purple

Rare dye laboriously
produced from murex
shells native to Canaan

Sourced only from
Phoenician traders

Unique luxury item

Tyrian
purple

Predominant
symbol of
nobility and
monarchy

Spreads
through
Mediterranea
n world
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Writing and
language

Ancient languages and writing systems

Cunefform - Sumer

Ol (v 40 & i fetmeew ‘ Y997~ ﬁr#’mmwﬁ‘
ryer AT N st g TRy UOTIAVOTDY 55

T T <t T
ANHAAN 73

=<0~ <& re

Latin

QVOTEXSPRIMENSDOLORE

Hieroglyphs — Egypt

17

Lyas1a 7

z ' .
Zan  Waw He  Dakth  Giel  Bath  Alph Phonetic
Weapon Hook Window Door Camel House Ox

alphabet

Y™ LA @ " cu

N M v T H ideographic
Nun Mem Lamedh h Yodh Teth Heth systems
Fish Water Ox-Goad Palmof Hand Hand Unknown Fence
e Each symbol

now stands for

T W ﬂ @ YV (7 O $ the starting
sound, not an
SH R Q s

T P ! S idea
Taw Shin Resh Qoph Sadhe Peh Ayin Samekh
Mark _ Tooth Head Monkey Fishhook Mouth Eye Support

18
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Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it

sie zu wiederholen.

Ceux qui ne se souviennent pas du passé sont condamnés a le
répéter.

Do 8ev Bupobvrat o TapeABY civat KataSIKaopEvOL va T
enavanaBouy.

Te, KT0 e MOMHHUT NPOW10T0, 06PEUEHH H Ero NORTOPEH e,

Ti, x70 1e nas'aTac MunyAOr0, IpHpeveni nOBTOpIBATH iHOTO

Wer sich nicht an die Vergangenheit erinnert, ist dazu verdammt,

Descended from the Phoenician alphabet

#2558 ple S omL G S5 Y G |

a1 5155 45 e 55 g 43 15 S 48 LS

199 TR 113 129A K AT KIY

TR 1Y DOWRIND [ DIAWNIND T VY [PIVTHI ONI T

S S el F A Ag w@d @ @ aewR & v i #)

BLBS Blew aw e i i
S5 e sl 500 b60U6 NS
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Aramaeans

e Semitic people
originating at the north

end of Mesopotania

Spread throughout

Fertile Crescent

Aramaean becomes a
common language

found in many diverse

lands




The Hebrews

22
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The Exodus

Semitic labor force in
Bronze Age Egypt

includes many Hebrew
tribes

New Kingdom disrupted
at the end of the Bronze
Age

Evidence of Hebrew
departure from Egypt
comes only from
Hebrew legends

Hebrew tribes in
Canaan

Fertile and strategic

areas already occupied

Risk of attrition as young
drawn to Canaanite
cities

Hebrews divided into

mutually hostile tribes
~ Each tribe trying to take its
own lands

— Tribal leaders called "Judges'




Amalekitesy

-
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Expansion of the
Kingdom of Israel

Flourishes under kings Saul,
David, and Solomon

Israel aggressively expands
in territory and influence

Phoenicians retain coastal

cities and trade network
— Extensive trade with Israel

- Material and expertise made Great
Temple possible
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Great Temple

e Built under David and
Solomon

Challenge to other

great cities (e.g.,

Babylon)

— Economic and political
power of Israel

- Unmatched power of the on
e god Yahweh

MEDITERRANEAN

Divided Kingdom

e After Solomon, cohesion
ends

e Two hostile kingdoms result
- Kingdom of Israel (Northern)
- Kingdom of Judah (Southern)

o Northern kingdom has more
cities and resources




Iron Age
Mesopotamia
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Thracians:

Grato
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Kingdom Assyrian Empire - 671 B.C.
R e
(before 671BIC)

e Sovre
L P y””ans

Neo-Assyrian
Empire

o Called "Neo-Assyrian”
because it's the "new”
one
— "0ld" Assyrian empire fel

with the collapse of the
Bronze Age

o Rapid expansion to
dominate
Mesopotamia, then
beyond

29
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A modern
Iron Age
Empire

Artistic and

technological
advancements

Exploitation of
far-flung
resources

Large, well-
equipped
armies

Ruling the Neo-
Assyrian Empire

e "How not to run an
empire”

e Standing armies

e Wealth and resources all
dragged to Nineveh

Brutal suppression of
local culture and identity

e Destruction of cities

e Deportation

Timeline - Hebrews and Neo-Assyrians

Retum

|

Neo-Assyrians

11
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Babylon

Deportation of
Northern Kingdom
(722 BCE)

e Monotheism gives the
Hebrews a stronger
identity

Assyrians try to crush
Northern Kingdom (Israel)
with tributes and
oppression

Finally deport landholders
to Assyria

Northern Kingdom
resettled with foreign
colonists
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Failure of the Neo-
Assyrian Empire

Oppressive rule and
draining of conquered
lands

Conquered lands start
to rebel

Medes and Chaldeans
ally to overthrow

Assyrians

12
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Babylon

Exerts authority
through cultural and

technological
dominance

Babylon draws the
skilled and wealthy

The
Hanging
Gardens

e Engineering
marvel

e Demonstratio
n of Babylon's
preeminence

~ Economic power

- Technological
power

“Tower of
Babel”

o Hebrew
metaphor for
Babylonian
arrogance

13
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Etemenanki
Ziggurat

Largest
ziggurat in the
world

Home of

Babylon'’s
patron god,
Marduk

The Babylonian
Captivity
(587-538 BCE)

Southern Kingdom (Judah)
resistant to Babylon

Babylon deports landholders

In Babylon, Judeans (Jews)

fight assimilation

- Preser
langua

of history and

- fo clothing taboos
- Circumcision

- sabbath

Jewish identity preserved

Monotheism as a
religious revolution

Pagan gods represent natural
forces

~ Bound to the land

- Local

Yahweh creates a covenant of
mutual benefit

~ Protection in exchange for faith and
rejection of other gods

~ Covenant is personal, not group

~ Relationship exists regardless of location

No other gods

~ Pagan peoples are sinners/barbarians

~ Yahweh will protect

14
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