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Semitic Mesopotamia

Civilizations of the Ancient World | Meeting #5

Upcoming Dates

e Thursday, February 12
Tuesday, February 17

No class meeting

e Monday, March 9

Gilgamesh Essay Due

o Sunday, February 15
Responses for Week 3 Due

Four things today e Gilgamesh and Humbaba

e Akkad and Sargon

e Babylon and Hammurabi

e Writing systems
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Quiz #1| Semitic Mesopotamia

1. Al ofthe following are true of Sargon T 4
a He daimed to be the lover of Ishtar @Fitites
b He vias king of the Adacans B Memonites
e rued weakly and passivly < Kasstes
. He etablished the first Near Ezsten empire d Samsorites
2 The OUd Babylonian Empire was known for 5. Al of th following are tre o the Indo-uropeans RICEET;
(@atenatcs and sy a
b Romence novels b They were pastoral (rimal herders)
 Inventing an early form of basebal 0
. Lasting for thousands o years diedout
010085
3 ezt Greek Lati, and Sanskit

a
b.Is penales were harsher than lcer laws
c

@  free,

Btra Credit
& Harmemurabi

Questions about whatever
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Gilgamesh

Primary Source Reading

Tablet 5:
The Combat
with Humbaba

=Y

Why do Gilgamesh and Enkidu go to fight Humbaba?




The combat
with
Humbaba

Gilgamesh
and Enkidu

The Forest of
Cedar

Humbaba, the
forest
guardian
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Some themes so far in Gilgamesh

o Individual and community
- Gilgamesh pla

s himself ahead of community and so is not civilized

~ King must ommunity

~ Enkidu becomes a part of community

e Gender
~ Male nature is to be a wild beast (Enkidu and Gilgamesh)
~ "The work of woman” is to transform beast-men into citizens as
mothers and and wives
e Mortal and divine
~ Gods are capricious and untrustworthy because they do not die
~ Mortals must grow in order to build and contribute before death
e Bonds between individuals
- Men and women
- Men and men

Gilgamesh essay




Guidance and resources

Requirements for All Papers

e rvicw

TheC » mesh
Essay
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Writing a Position

Paper

e Link on Resources
page

e Structure, research,
citations, etc.

Q ncient Citzations

Choose your topic from one of the three prompts below.

R #wma F=

~ opans. Omtenc
The mortal and the divine. Croose ary of e Gender In Sumerian society. Choose any of Life and death, Mty s oneof the major

The Epic of themas of The Epic of Gigamesh, but what s the
(Note: your best bos ao ather Gigamozh or other

take onrelgion and the gods,and what It meens.
t0be human?

Wihat doos the Epc show s regarding gender
expectations and therolesof women n Sumerian
culture?

from the Epic that

optens.
For the mortst and dvine” ption, ind thee

your topic.
optans.
For the “gender” option, find three moments from

Sumeran deos of death and legacy, and how
Sumeran citure thought about death?

optonc
For the e and death option ind tree.

The epic

—eitha an octua doath,

¥ contemplatng oo
the gods. 5.0 woman i Sumerian society or discussion of daath and mortalty.
Writea3- in which you taks
the culture, belfs. ancient Sumer ina way that
(s s your
—aBody. one by one, each of the ore whet us sbout

ancient Sumer.

15



2/10/26

Structure of an interpretive essay

First reason

W ASSERTION #1
Evidence from primary or secondary sources
 Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis
Second reason
ASSERTION #2
W Evidence from primary o secondary sources
M Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis
Third reason
W ASSERTION #3
W Evidence from primary o secondary sources
m Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

16

Evidence vs. discussion

wr opnarts MR =vov= ot sngrors. o xampie.

. Porus's “sauacion”.

assistance.

o Discusslon:: - s

q

A, Aranac 81035114

A Ao 515
S, At 51713,

Fhrian, Aratame 5174
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Footnotes and bibliographies

dyet
arepresented as manifestatons of th feinin idea.In The Epicof
Gilgamesh Enkid's ©
Gilgamesh i all made possbl by the harot Shambat, who perforas “the
Bibliograph:
‘workofa womanD- e miracuouscansormation of s mlebes of e graphy
wildinto a valasble mermber ofsociety on cqual footing o s ing, The e L N Y
most famous eoman n iflh-century Athens was Aspasi, wha started 5 ather et in Akaonand Sumeran, Londor: Pngin Bocks.
LoD Pomeroy Sarsh . 1995, Goddeses whore sives and sovs: Women i casicl
wassil amtiguity. New York- Schocken Books
_ . Stanton,G. . 2003, “Why did Cacsarcrossthe Rubicon?” Histora 5
e
* Pomeroy, 69 Wt Thomas G, Plto, Aristophanes,and Grace Stary West. 1995, Four
7 o . Clos. Ithca: Cornell Universt Pres
() A T >
and adds a page number.

18



Writing
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Forms of writing

Each character represents
aword or a concept

Hieroglyphs

SYLLABARIES

Each character represents
asyllable (consonant + vowel)

Linear 8.

Arcado-Cypriot

ALPHABETS

Each character represents
asound

Greek

ISPANTAE -AFRICA * SICTHN]
RES*QVAM "DCC *IN - 1IS *
L' SVNT* HAEC - LXXXW

AE * FVERVN

20

Cuneiform

 ~ RES

A R

e
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Hieroglyphs

e Roughly

contemporary with
cuneiform

o Used for formal
writing and records

Hieroglyphs:
cartouche

e Within a cartouche,
the first syllable is
sounded out to make
proper names

From stone to
papyrus

e Papyrus is made from

woven reeds

Fluidity of ink version

leads to a more
informal script

Still difficult to learn
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The phonetic
alphabet

Bronze Age scripts are

pictographic or
syllabic

Many characters with
a high learning curve

No phonetic scripts
until the Iron Age

e ok

L Sntiains

e

s

o]
£ aiety Mol
ehrEid

25

Semitic peoples of
Southwest Asia

Fertile
Crescent

A e Soil and climate
L{,%\ offer be?ter odds
- for farming

f
L
.

City-state
cultures develop

-
.

Neighboring

A - nomadic peoples
“_persian Gulj attracted by

wealth and

stability of the

city-states

ARABIA

2 Red Sea’,
\ Y
/

27
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Semitic

f ‘ peoples of
‘" theBronze
Age

o Related tribes
settle in

different areas

ARABIA

a \ Red Sea’,

28

Sargon and
Akkad

o Akkad becomes a
strong city-state

e King Sargon | extends
control over more and
more od Mesopotamia

Akkadian
Empire

Silver Mountains

Economic

SUBARTU dominance
o

¢

Military
victories

Jarmuti ;2300 BC general revolt
SEMITIC
(nomads)

Feudal rule

£
z

General revolt after death of Sargon c. 2280

BEDUINS

over vassal

SEMITIC states
EGYPT (nomads)

30

10
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Sargon’'s Empire

e Control of distant resources

e Political unity

- Connecting disparate peoples

- Autocratic rule

- Defortification of cities

e Economic unity

- Goods

cess to resources not available

Why doesn't Sargon’s empire last?

Babylon

11
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Babylon

Economically
strategic
location

Chaldean
population

RS
L]

L]

1792 BC

Extremely
strong city-
state identity

1750 BC

34

Marduk

e Babylon has
thousands of god and
goddesses

e Marduk dominant
- Patron deity of Babylon

- Judges other gods as well as
the living and the dead

e Henotheism: many
gods, one dominant

The Old Babylonian
Empire

Around 1900-1600
BCE

Absorbed culture and
stories of conquered
peoples

Babylon as a center of
science and natural
history, especially
astronomy

12
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How does the Code of Hammurabi change things?

Code of Hammurabi

e Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire

e Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing

— From city to city
— From judge to judge

e Public law
— Justice associated with the people, not just nobility
— Known laws/punishment minimizes arbitrary/corrupt rulings

e State supersedes family/local

— Emphasis on center rather than parts
— Makes possible a sense of identity with the larger whole

13



