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The Roman Aristocratic Matron

Women in Antiquity | Meeting #11

Upcoming Dates

Monday, May 18 e Thursday, May 28
Position Paper Due Ultimate Deadline

- No late papers or resubmissions fo

reversible deductions after this date

Tuesday, May 26

Final Exam

agreed before this date

Sunday, May 10
Responses for Week 11 Due

Five things today e Roman timeline

e Patricians and plebeians

e The Roman matron

e Capture of the Sabine Women

e The Rape of Lucretia
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Quiz #9 | The Roman Aristocratic Matron

1 feast 4

low. Reasons for ths low bith rateincude al o the following EXCEET, a cfamil

a dboth e tadiional

partestuming tolovers and adutery in the Roman Republic
" eog: <
c par husband's home
d f necessary, abortion to (@l of the above
prevent umvanted dhlren
5 foral 7
“The Capt ® =

the Sabine woren Egyptan royalty

a . She wes adirired for being independent cultured, sef-assured, and

b. appesldt o the gods for Rome to be cbiterated devoted to her chicren's ducation

c  She took pridein being the daughter of Scpio Aficanus, who defeatec

o) e Hornibal
d. Shebore 12 hildren two of whom grew up o be mportant polfical

3. In “The Rape of Lucreta” Lucreta i kled by figures

a the kings son Sextus Tarquinius

b. the enveged senator, Butus

_the disgraced hustend, Conlatinus

(D Lucretia herself
Btra Gredit

© s T Why her, specifcally?

Questions from the Responses

Ruth seemed very centered on the women in the story, while the men
played background roles. | wonder if there are many stories i the bible
where that's the case

It feels like the story is showing that even in a society with strict gender
roles, women could still find ways to act, and what | would want to find

out more about is whether this reflects real life for women at the time or
if it is more of an ideal example of what people hoped women could be

Whether the story of Esther is real history or not

How common it actually was for foreigners like Ruth to be accepted into
Israelite society




Questions about whatever

The Romans
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Etruscans

.

Indigenous city-state

culture of north Italy

e Language unrelated to
any other
e Wealthy, isolated cities
widely separated from
each other
e Trade with the Greeks
and the Phoenicians
Tiber River
(Tiberis)
Vatican
Rome
(Collis Quirinalis)
Field of Mars Viminal Hill e Separate settlements on each of the
(Campus Martius) (Collis Viminalis) hills.
e Marshes between the hills filled in
capitoline Hill  Esquiline ~650 BCE
(Collis Capitolinus) (Collis Esquilinus)
o Coalescence into a single city state
Tiber Island with a single king and identity
(Insula ina)’
lati o -
(CollisFalatints) | calian wil e Forum created between Capitoline
(Collis Caelius) N
and Palatine
T ~ Like a Greek agora
(Collis Aventinus) s ~ Marketplace, social, cultural, and political space
(Murus Servii Tullil) .
e Sacred boundary, the pomerium
Periods of Roman history
Traditional  Kings Augustus Fallof the Fall of the
founding ejected becomes Western Eastern
of Rome princeps Empire Empire

Regal
Period

Republic Principate Byzantine Empire

8@ 6@ 4@ 20 o 20 4@ 6@ 8@ 1000 2@ o)
BCE I
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Roman Names

ANELIVSLFCNINSCIPIO COSANIC PXC
POENELSETSA ILDINCOR SICAVIDAL.

L. CORNELIUS L.F. CN.N. SCIPIO
COS AN CDXCIV AUC [=259 BCE]
[TRIUMPHED] OVER CARTHAGE AND SARDINIA/CORSICA
5 DAYS FROM THE IDES OF MARCH [=MARCH 1]
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LCORNELIVSLFOCNINECITIO

L. CORNELIVS L.F. CN.N. SCIPIO

] 1

15
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Preserving the
name

e Importance of having
an heir to continue the

clan and clan name

e Arranged marriage
can result in fewer
(legitimate) children

C. OcrAvivs C.F.
$

C. IvLivs C.F. CAESAR
OCTAVIANVS

17




IVLIA
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Rome under the

i

The Roman

king

e Both executive
ruler and high
priest

o Elected by the
nobility
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(1) Romulus

e Legendary founder

~ Cast out as a baby and left to
die by the banks of the Tiber
— Suckled by a she-wolf

— Returns to the same place as
an adult to found a new city

~ Twin brother Remus

e Stories describe him as

strong, effective, and
ruthless

Primary Source Reading

Livy

“The Capture of
the Sabine
Women"

23

Why do the Romans tell this story about themselves?
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(VII) L. Tarquinius
Superbus

e Tarquin “the Proud”

e Usurps throne

e Arrogant and
expansionist

e Despotic repression of
nobles and other
Latins

o Sybilline books

Primary Source Reading

Livy
“The Rape of
Lucretia”

26

Why is it the rape of Lucretia that
sparks the ending of the monarchy?
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What's the message behind Lucretia’s suicide?

The Roman
Republic

The Republic

e Shared rule by the 200 or so
propertied clans

e Designed to prevent any
individual from gaining
preeminence over other
Romans

e Characterized by:

~ Collegiality
- Annual office
- Separate voting of imperium

— Ladder of offices

10



Secondary Source Reading

Mary Boatwright

“Women and Gender in the
Forum Romanum”

Presence of women in the Forum
rare

— Sometimes collective

Images of notable women start to
appear during the Principate

31
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Guardianship

.

Guardianship of minors
regarding law and property

.

Roman men are
represented by their
paterfamilias until coming
of age

.

Guardianship of women

continues after coming of

age

~ Transfers to husband's
paterfamilias after marriage (with
manus)

11
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Marriage

What matters in Rome
is the family

Aristocratic marriage is
about connections
between families, even
more than in other
ancient societies

Marriage with and
without manus

Children

Relations with both parents more formal than intimate

Servants played a large role for wealthier families
- Wet nurses

- Nannies

- Pedagogues

Birth rate a matter of constant concern
- Men dying in battle

~ Women dying in childbirth
~ Arranged marriage might cause disinterest and infidelity
~ Contraception and abortion

Adoption of adult males to preserve family name

Slaves and
freedmen

.

Romans had many slaves

- Domestic
~ Industrial and agricultural
- Miners

.

Romans were generous
with manumission

.

Two large populations
under the free citizens
- Slaves

- Freedmen and freedwomen
(ex-slaves)

12



Secondary Source Reading

Teresa Carp

“Two Matrons of the Late
Republic”

Roman matrons had it better than we used
to think
- A range of choices in their roles and lifestyles

- A demonstrable influence on cultural and political life

Servilia
- Mother of Brutus the Assassin and mistress of Caesar

- Documented political influence

Cicero wrote of the independence and
influence of women close to him
- Caerellia, intimate friend of Cicero

- Tullia, his daughter

37

Roman provincial
cities

50-70 million people throughout the empire
- 20% in ~2000 ctes

- 1million in Rome

Rome encouraged the growth of cities
= g AT AT
e

- Funding for construction

Generators of economic and cultural power
- Eims

uring, resources

- Infrastructure (roads, harbors, aqueducts)

- Social venues (theaters, circuses, gladiators/blood
sports)

Appeal of Roman life and status + distance
from Rome

5/4/26

13



5/4/26

Secondary Source Reading

Elaine Fantham

“Aemilia Pudentilla: Or the
Wealthy Widow's Choice”

Roman provincial cities were like
miniature Romes

- Architecture

— Trade
~ Presence of Romans and Italians
~ Roman language and culture

Aemilia Pudentilla as a case study in
Roman north Africa
~ Wealthy, self-possessed and shrewd

Importance of remarriage for widows

40

The Principate

The Principate

e Republic devolves into

a series of civil wars

e Last warlord standing
is Octavian, the great-
nephew of Caesar

- He becomes “princeps” =
first citizen

~ Family name becomes

Caesar Augustus

14



Livia

.

Augustus shared power
with his wife

.

Livia took on “private”
aspects of the principate
- Network of matrons, vestals, etc.
- Intelligence gathering among the
nobility

Notes written in a secret code no
one had access to

Moral review of the senate

.

Given the name Augusta
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The Julio-Claudians

[— [
[— [
(==

Britannicus

44

Secondary Source Reading

Mireille Corbier

“Male Power and Legitimacy
Through Women: The Domus
Augusta under the Julio-Claudians”

Shortage of men and an excess of women

Legitimacy of rule through women
- Marriages

- Adoptions

Danger posed by women
- Often more popular than the male rules

~ Seen by public a

-~ Much harder to act against

Domus Augusta was a closed circle
entered through via women

orable and admirable

45
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Gender and
culture

e Strong women a
critical part of the
early dynasties

e Patronage of the arts
~ Encouraged under Augustus
~ Ebbs under Tiberius and
Caligula
- Resurges under Claudius,
Nero, and the Flavians
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Secondary Source Reading

Susan Fischler

“Social Stereotypes and
Historical Analysis: The Case of
the Imperial Women at Rome”

e Women prominent and of critical
importance in the imperial families

e Importance recognized by the state
~ Portraits on coinage
~ Depicted on crossroad reliefs
~ Titles and honors

o Avatars of religious and political
continuity between principes

~ Honored as women and as symbols of the
imperial order

47
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