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Four things today o Sumer
e The Epic of Gilgamesh
o King Gilgamesh
e Enkidu and Shamhat
2

Questions about whatever
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Sumer

City-state culture

Shared language,
heritage, and gods

Competition for limited
resources

Strong city-state
identities




Rivalry for resources leads to warfare
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The Deluge

Massive flood destroys
cities of Sumer

Lone survivor separated
from humanity

Sumerian gods are
sometimes nurturing,
sometimes destructive

Death is universal

Ziggurat

Massive temple at the
heart of a Sumerian
city-state

Sacred home of the
patron god

Visible focus of city-
state identity




The Epic of
Gilgamesh

Life and afterlife

e Sumerian afterlife is a
place of impotence

e Gods cannot be trusted
e The living must act

e Build to create a strong
and enduring future
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King Gilgamesh

e Named in the Sumerian
list of kings

e Used as a legendary
figure

e Story explores
Sumerian ideas of
humanity and
community




The Epic of
Gilgamesh

e Written on clay
tablets

e Cuneiform
writing
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Cylinder seals
e Another way of seeing
the Gilgamesh legend

o Image different for
each important family

e Used as a signature or
to notarize documents




Characters

e Gilgamesh king of Uruk °
e Ninsun his divine mother .
e Enkidu his friend °
o Shamhat a prostitute in Uruk °

Shamash

Humbaba

Ishtar

Uta-napishti

sun-god

forest guardian

great goddess

survivor of the Flood
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Primary Source Reading

Tablet 1:
The Coming
of Enkidu

Why are the people upset with Gilgamesh?




King Gilgamesh

Places self ahead of
community

Violates both genders

- Men (fighting the youth)

~ Women (bedding new brides)
~ Present and future

Actions are an attack on
Uruk

Appeal to the gods comes
from the matrons of Uruk
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What kind of role does Ninsun play?
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Ninsun
e Mother of Gilgamesh

® He comes to her for
guidance on dreams

e Wise and constructive

e Role involves the future




Tablet 2:
The Taming of
Enkidu

22
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Why do the gods create Enkidu to fix Gilgamesh?

Why is Shamhat sent to Enkidu?




Shamhat and
Enkidu

Enkidu as the answer to the
problem of Gilgamesh

Shamhat doing the “work of
woman”

Creates a bond that links a
man to the community =
wife

Creates a future citizen =
mother

Only a harlot could do this
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Writing

Some themes in Gilgamesh

o Individual and community
~ Gilgamesh places himself ahead of community and so is not civilized
— King must protect community
~ Enkidu becomes a part of community
e Gender
- Male nature is to be a wild beast (Enkidu and Gilgamesh)
~ “The work of woman" is to transform beast-men into citizens as mothers
and and wives
e Mortal and divine
~ Gods are capricious and untrustworthy because they do not die
~ Mortals must grow in order to build and contribute before death
e Bonds between individuals

- Men and women
- Men and men




Forms of writing

PICTOGRAPHS

Each character represents
a word or a concept

Cuneiform

Hierogiyphs

SYLLABARIES

Each character represents
a syllable (consonant + vowel)

Linear B

Arcado-Cypriot

ALPHABETS

Each character represents
asound

28

Cuneiform
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Hieroglyphs

e Roughly contemporary

with cuneiform

e Used for formal writing

and records

10



Hieroglyphs:
cartouche

e Within a cartouche,
the first syllable is
sounded out to make
proper names
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From stone to
papyrus

e Papyrus is made from
woven reeds

e Fluidity of ink version
leads to a more
informal script

o Still difficult to learn

The phonetic
alphabet

e Bronze Age scripts are
pictographic or syllabic

e Many characters with a
high learning curve

e No phonetic scripts
until the Iron Age

11



Gilgamesh essay
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Guidance and resources

1. Essay on Epic of Gilgamesh

" uidkOvenview
The € » mesh
Essay
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‘Writing  Positon Paper for History Students

35

Writing a Position
Paper
e Link on Resources page

e Structure, research,
citations, etc.

12
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Q Hrcient Citzations Lo#we ==
Choose your topic from one of the three prompts below.
opiens. opans. Omtenc
The mortal and the divine. Croose ary of e Gender In Sumerian society. Choose any of Life and death, Mty s oneof the major
themas of The Epic of Gigamesh, but what s the
(Note: your best bos ao ather Gigamozh or other Note:
o Sumeran deos of death and legacy, and how
Sumeran citure thought about death?
take on relgon and the gods,and what It meens. What doss the Epc show s regarding gender
tobe human? expectations and theroles of women n Sumerian
culture?
from the Epic that your topic.
opten optnt optonc
For the mortst and dvine” ption ind thee For the “gender”option, find three moments from  For the e and death option ind tree.
The epic b
your charactor intaracting with o contemplatng  actons or behaviorand how it relates to har role  involve daoth or mortolty—othar an actual death,
the gods. 5.0 woman i Sumerian society or discussion of daath and mortalty.
Writea3- in which you taks
the culture, belfs. ancient Sumer ina way that
(s s your
—aBody one by one, each of the For aach se whet us sbout
ancient Sumer.
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Structure of an interpretive essay

First reason

W ASSERTION #1

M Evidence from primary or secondary sources

M Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis
Second reason

W ASSERTION #2

M Evidence from primary or secondary sources

M Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
W ASSERTION #3
M Evidence from primary or secondary sources
M Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis
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Evidence vs. discussion

worcpnans QGBI oo contics. e, 1o o,
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Discussion: - s

A, Araoass 81035114
A At 5154
S, At 51713,

Fhrian, Aratame 5174
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Footnotes and bibliographies

dyet

are presented as manifesations of the feminine ides. In The Epic of
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Gilgameshisall made possible by the harlot Shamba, who performs ‘the
work of a woman{-the miraculous transformation of a male beast of the
Wil into  valaable member of society on cqual footing o ts king, The

most famous woman n fifth-century Athens was Aspasia, wha started as

was sl

A footnote points to an itemn the bibliography
and adds a page number.
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