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Semitic Mesopotamia

Civilizations of the Ancient World | Meeting #5

Upcoming Dates

e Monday, October 5
Gilgamesh Essay due

e Thursday, October 15
Midterm Exam

e Sunday, September 20
Responses for Week 3 Due

Four things today e Gilgamesh

e Writing

e Semitic Mesopotamia

e Sargon’s empire
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Questions from the Responses

o How real life events inspired the story of Gilgamesh?

I'd like to find out why Enkidu lost his bond with nature.

I'm also eager to know if Enkidu eventually comes to regret what he
had lost when he left the wildemess.

1 would like to find out more about the ordinary lives of the people
there and would like more of a look into it. | want to see what they
would talk about and how they would unbiasedly view the leader.

I would wanna know more about the backstory on how Gilgamesh

was two thirds god and one-third human.

Questions about whatever




Tablet 5:
The Combat
with Humbaba

Why do Gilgamesh and Enkidu go to fight Humbaba?

The combat

with

Humbaba

® Gilgamesh and
Enkidu

e The Forest of
Cedar

e Humbaba, the
forest guardian
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Some themes in Gilgamesh

o Individual and community
- Gilgamesh places himself ahead of community and so is not civilized
~ King must protect community
~ Enkidu becomes a part of community
e Gender
~ Male nature is to be a wild beast (Enkidu and Gilgamesh)
~ “The work of woman" is to transform beast-men into citizens as mothers
and and wives
e Mortal and divine
~ Gods are capricious and untrustworthy because they do not die
~ Mortals must grow in order to build and contribute before death
e Bonds between individuals

- Men and women
- Menand men

Gilgamesh essay

Guidance and resources

Requirements for All Papers. 1. Essay on Epic of Gilgamesh
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Writing a Position
Paper
e Link on Resources page

e Structure, research,
citations, etc.
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Q P oviuais

Choose your topic from one of the three prompts below

optens. optans.

R #was F=

anciont Sumer

Tieyour

optonc
Choose any of Life and doath. rtity s one of the mojor
themes of The Epic of Gilgamesh, but what s the
(Note your best bts are aither Gigamesh or other (ot
anai
Sumeran citure thought about death?
take onrelgion and the gods,and what 1t means. Wihat does the Epc show us regarding gender
tobe human? expectations and the roles of women n Sumerion
from the Epic that your topic.
opien <
For the ‘mortal and dvine” option, ind three For the gender”optin, find hree moments from  For the e and death option ind threa
The Epic eharacters
your characteritaracting with or contemplatng  actions or behaviorand how it reltes to her role invole death or martalty—sther an actual death,
the gods.
Write a3- to 4-p: in
Shows us about the ulture, bel
i s yo
one by one. eachof the For sach secton,discuss what the evdenc tels us dbout
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Structure of an interpretive essay

First reason

ASSERTION #1

W Evidence from primary or secondary sources
 Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason

W ASSERTION #2

W Evidence from primary or secondary sources
 Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason

W ASSERTION #3

W Evidence from primary or secondary sources
 Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

15
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Evidence vs. discussion

worconans  f QGBI oo coricts. g, 1o vamor,

. Porus's “squacion”.

the larger assistance. “

- Discussion - v
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wemmsd ™ Cltations
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Footnotes and bibliographies
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outside the social structure of the community, and et a the same time they

ace preseated as manifesttions of the feminine dea. In The Epic of

Gilgamesh, Enkid a

Gillamesh s all made possible by the harlot Shambat, who performs “the

SRR .- mcais et of s sl bt e Bibliography

SO S Sy George, Andrew R. 2003, The aic o Gigome:he atplonian pc oem and

T PR gy R A T othr ests in Abkadian and Sumerin, London: Penguin Books,

Pomeray,Sarah B. 1995

eses. hores,wives.and saves: Womeninclusical
antiuity, New York: Schocken Books,

Staston, G R. 2003, “Why did Caesarcrossthe Rubicon?” Hisoria 32 67-04

Gearge, 7
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West, Thoms G, Plato, Aistophanes, and Grace
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oy West. 1998, Four

A footnote points to anitem i the bibliography Clous, aca: Coraell Universy Pes,
and adds a page number.
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Writing




Forms of writing

PICTOGRAPHS

Each character represents
a word or a concept

Cuneiform

Hierogiyphs

SYLLABARIES

Each character represents
a syllable (consonant + vowel)

Linear B

Arcado-Cypriot

ALPHABETS

Each character represents
asound

19

Cuneiform

o

3

Hieroglyphs

e Roughly contemporary

with cuneiform

e Used for formal writing

and records




Hieroglyphs:
cartouche

e Within a cartouche,
the first syllable is
sounded out to make
proper names
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From stone to
papyrus

Papyrus is made from

woven reeds

Fluidity of ink version
leads to a more
informal script

Still difficult to learn

The phonetic
alphabet

Bronze Age scripts are
pictographic or syllabic

Many characters with a
high learning curve

No phonetic scripts
until the Iron Age




Semitic peoples of
Southwest Asia
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Fertile
Crescent

ANATOLIA

Soil and climate
offer better odds
for farming

Mediterranean Sea

S
<
<
B
<
o

City-state cultures
develop

Neighboring
nomadic peoples
Persian Gulf attracted by
ARABIA wealth and
stability of the
city-states

EGYPT

Red Sea
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Semitic
peoples of
the Bronze
Age

ANAT@LIA Aramaeans

Mediterranean Sea Phoenicians
Canaanites

A’é‘ Assyrians
e Related tribes
settle in

different areas

EGYPT

Persian Gulf

ARABIA

Red Sea,
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Sargon and
Akkad

Akkad becomes a

strong city-state

King Sargon | extends

control over more and
more od Mesopotamia

N
N
N
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Akkadian
Empire
Silver Mountains 7 \GDOMS
i~ or Nagar) e Economic
Eblg ] @ Arrapkha (Arrapha) domi
IBARTU ominance
Tin Land AMURRU e SUBARTU
ikl A h “"E?pzmncmm: revo|  © Milltary
O SEMITIC ey victories
(nomads) igsu * Jusa
Nippur gash ELAM | e Feudal rule
General revolt after death of Sargon ¢. 22 over vassal
i SEMITIC states
EGYPT (nomads)
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Sargon’s Empire

e Control of distant resources

e Political unity
— Connecting disparate peoples

- Autocratic rule

- Defortification of cities

o Economic unity
- Goods

~ Access to resources not available

locally

- Ideas

10
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Why doeesn’t Sargon’s empire last?

Babylon

32

Babylon

e Economically
strategic
location

miles
kilometers oo

Chaldean
population

L]

Extremely
strong city-
state identity

Q
[
@
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°
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1750 BC
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Marduk

e Babylon has thousands
of god and goddesses

e Marduk dominant

- Patron deity of Babylon

~ Judges other gods as well as

the living and the dead

e Henotheism: many

gods, one dominant

The Old Babylonian
Empire

Around 1900-1600
BCE

Absorbed culture and
stories of conquered
peoples

Babylon as a center of
science and natural
history, especially
astronomy

How does the Code of Hammurabi change things?
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Code of Hammurabi

Unified legal system emphasizes benefits of empire

Consistent rules for guilt and sentencing

— From city to city
— From judge to judge

Public law
— Justice associated with the people, not just nobility

— Known laws/punishment minimizes arbitrary/corrupt rulings

State supersedes family/local

— Emphasis on center rather than parts
— Makes possible a sense of identity with the larger whole
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