ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM POLICY
What is plagiarism?
Here is CUNY’s official definition of plagiarism:
•

•

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writings as your own. The following are some
examples of plagiarism, but by no means is it an exhaustive list:
–

Copying another person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes attributing the words to
their source.

–

Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without noting the source.

–

Using information that is not common knowledge without acknowledging the source.

–

Failing to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments.

Internet plagiarism includes submitting downloaded term papers or parts of term papers; paraphrasing or copying
information from the internet without citing the source; and “cutting & pasting” from various sources without proper
attribution.

Key points
Use of writing or ideas. The key phrase is right up front in the definition: “another person’s ideas”. Copying and
pasting from another source without attribution is plagiarism, but so is using someone’s ideas even if they’re reworded.
Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s work and presenting it as your own, under your name.
What is an essay? When you present an academic essay, it’s an act that says, “This is what I think. These are the
conclusions I have drawn from studying this issue.” An essay is your assessment of a subject, and the ideas in it are
presented as your ideas, with any ideas not your own carefully footnoted and clearly segregated so it’s clear what is
your analysis and what is evidence drawn from primary or secondary sources.
Paraphrasing. Paraphrasing or putting things into your own words does not alter the use of someone else’s ideas as
your own. Here’s why. If the phrase appearing in an essay written by someone else is, for example, “To apply this type
of painting to residential interiors was a Roman idea”, and in your essay it’s reworded as “it was the Romans who
applied this type of painting method to home walls”, it doesn’t change the fact that someone else’s ideas are being
presented as if they were your own, as if those ideas originated in your own mind. It’s still intellectual dishonesty.
Citations. All information from any source you use must have a citation, period. This is true whether it’s a direct
quote, a paraphrase, or just an idea you’re talking about that came from the source you used. For more information on
citations, please see the section on citations and bibliographies in the Elephant Pamphlet (pages 13-19).
Self-plagiarism. Reusing writing you’ve previously submitted for credit, in order to get credit for it a second time, is a
form of academic dishonesty known as “self-plagiarism.” For example, if you retake a course, you may not submit a
paper, or parts of that paper, that you previously submitted for credit the first time you took the course for the same
assignment the second time you take that course. You must write a different paper consisting of new material for the
submission the second time around. Similarly, if you wrote a paper for course A, and course B has a similar assignment,
you may not submit that paper, or parts of that paper, for the similar assignment for course B. You must write a
different paper consisting of new material for course B.

CUNY plagiarism policy
“Academic dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York. Penalties for academic dishonesty include
academic sanctions, such as failing or otherwise reduced grades, and/or disciplinary sanctions, including suspension
or expulsion.” All violations are reported to the Department and Lehman College’s Academic Integrity Officer.

Policy for this course
Lehman College is committed to the highest standards of academic honesty.
Acts of academic dishonesty include—but are not limited to—plagiarism (in drafts, outlines, and examinations, as well
as final papers), cheating, bribery, academic fraud, sabotage of research materials, the sale of academic papers, and
the falsification of records. An individual who engages in these or related activities or who knowingly aids another who
engages in them is acting in an academically dishonest manner and will be subject to disciplinary action.
Plagiarism includes the incorporation of any material that is not original with you without attribution, whether from a
book, article, web site, or fellow student, in any paper or assignment.
Assignments that include any plagiarism will receive a zero and the offending student will be subject to additional
action by the College. Students engaging in repeated instances of plagiarism will fail the course outright and will be
remanded to the College for disciplinary action.
•

For detailed information on definitions and examples of Academic Dishonesty, including Cheating, Plagiarism,
Obtaining Unfair Advantage and Falsification of Records and Documents, please refer to the student handbook or visit:
http://lehman.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2017-2019/Undergraduate-Bulletin/Academic-Services-and-Policies/AcademicIntegrity

