C. Find your Evidence
Research your topic and find at least three sources that will provide you with evidence for your argument; these need to
be primary and secondary sources only. I’ll point you toward some possibilities in my feedback on your proposal.
•
•
•

Ideally you should have a mix of primary and secondary sources, but it will depend on the topic.
Tertiary sources are not allowed. These include textbooks, encyclopedias, and most websites.
For guidance on finding full-text online primary and secondary sources, read the Research Options handout.

D. Make your Argument
•

In your introduction, briefly describe the problem and state the position you will argue as a thesis statement.
Your introduction should follow the format of the proposal (see the proposal page).
In the body of your paper, make three assertions as to why your thesis statement is valid. For each assertion,
describe and discuss the evidence from the primary and secondary sources.

•

•

–

For example, if you were writing the Hannibal/elephants paper described on the proposal page, you could start one
section with an assertion that elephants were not a bad idea inherently, then discuss evidence showing the
effective use of elephants in war.

–

Then begin the next section with an assertion that Romans were adaptable in war, and discuss evidence showing
how Romans changed their military tactics and strategies to meet new kinds of war and new enemies.

–

Your third section could begin with an assertion that it was Roman adaptability that trumped the effectiveness of
Hannibal’s evidence, and discuss the evidence that showed how the Romans overcame the use of elephants in the
fight with Hannibal.

–

Each section starts with an assertion followed by evidence, and each section builds on the previous sections to
make an overall argument.

End with a conclusion that shows how your three assertions came together to support your thesis.

Optional Draft. You may submit an optional draft two weeks before the final due date. It should include most of your
paper (at least two thirds of the final content, with sections to be written described in square brackets). I’ll give
feedback, but not a grade, to help you refine your final paper. To make sure I see it soonest, please email me your
optional draft rather than uploading it to BlackBoard.

