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Meeting 10 Mycenaeans




Indo-Europeans

bl

The Mycenaean Greeks

Indo-Europeans
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Pre-Greek vs. Indo-European Greek Theories about Indo-European religion

Maritime terms, words for the sea, shipping
Words relating to Mediterranean agriculture
Words regarding rulers, given by the populace
Building technology
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P Personal names and theonyms
fa o e’ O/ ko Difficulties of the comparative method

Place names

Animate and inanimate deities (he and she)
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Mycenaean warfare
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“Lion Gate” at Mycenae
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Linear B Mycenaean religion

Large central hearth room for offerings
(megaron) in the heart of the palace-city

Surviving Linear B tablets list various deities
and priestly officials

Iron-Age Greek pantheon or practices should
not be projected backwards

“Treasury of Atreus”
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What is mythology?

Mythology




West Asiatic “koine”

Many long texts survive from E. Med. area

merian/Akkadian, Hurrian/ Hittite, Ugarit, Homer/Hesi

aring of ther

Myth is mainly a performed. oral phenomen
itt aditio nd
Epi
Better explain

Universal vs. disseminated

Disseminated stories
E.g, flood narrative

Myth responds to a soc

needs and values

Ritual and myth

ritual
n ritual

Both myth and ritual are tools used to
understand and commune with the di
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Monotheism: god's actions are revealed
history, not myth




