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HellenesMeeting 11

● The Research Essay

● The Classical Greeks
● Mystery Cults

1

Upcoming dates

 Weekly online stuff:
– Thursday, 24 November First post due responding to the reading

– Sunday, 27 November Second post due responding to the discussion
Quiz #8 due

 Monday, 12 December Research essay due via BlackBoard
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The Research Essay
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The research essay
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Elephant Pamphlet
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Structure of a position paper

Introduction
¢ State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢ Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢ ASSERTION #1
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢ ASSERTION #2
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢ ASSERTION #3
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢ Address counterarguments
¢ Connect your “reason” sections together
¢ Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Approaches to research
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Citations
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Points to remember

 Cite all information from outside your head
– Direct quotes
– Paraphrases
– Information, facts, statistics
– Ideas

 Everything in the paper should support your thesis argument

 Do not just narrate the history

 Check the requirements for all papers

 Citing ancient sources
– Homer‘s Iliad, Book 6, line 623 Hom. Il. 6.623
– Polybius‘s Histories, book 3, section 46 Polyb. 3.46
– Plutarch‘s Biography of Alexander,

section 62, verse 2 Plut. Alex.62.2
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The Classical Greeks
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Periods of Greek history

160 0 140 0 120 0 100 0 800 600 400 200

Bronze Age Aegean
(Minoans and Mycenaeans)

Greek “Dark Age” Archaic Classical Hellenistic

Recovery of 
writing

Alexander 
the Great

Collapse of the 
Bronze Age

Persian 
invasions
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Homer

 Contains everything about Greek religion

 Rituals and stories stylized and generalized

 Influence on local cults, later representation
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Hesiod

 Gods stripped of local identities, epithets, and 
stories

 Unified divine world built from connected 
histories and family structure
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Bronze Age influence
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The Greek Dark Age

 Stories of the past passed down through the 
performance of epic poetry

 “Eighth-century renaissance”
– Religious building and dedications
– Monumental temples
– Cult statues
– Mud and brick antecedents lost to us

 Reacquisition of writing
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Gods and heroes

 Hero: person who earns public cult after death
– Persistence of deeds, or of the spirit?

 Blurred nature of “myth” and “legend”
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Civic Religion in Athens

 One patron deity but many sacred sites

 Calendar of sacrifices and festivals
– Consistency throughout Attica
– Consistency with the past

 Festivals
– Panathenaia – athletic, musical competitions; all citizens
– Dionysia – poetry and drama competitions
– Communal worship of the gods

 No priestly class or central religious authority
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Diversity and panhellenism

 Athens not a model
– Different gods emphasized
– Different rituals, festivals, and calendars of sacrifices

 Epithets
– Zeus Ktesios (of the stores)
– Zeus Soter (the savior)
– Zeus Katabaites (lightning strikes)
– Zeus Meilichios (the accessible)
– Zeus Syllanius (sacred in Sparta)

 Colonization
– Spreads Greek religion
– Local elements of mother city harder to transport
– Indigenous cults at colony site
– Little change once established
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Charis and Timē

 Charis: favor that is expected to be repaid
– Gods give what’s prayed for: crops, coin, health, safety
– Humans give sanctuaries, sacrifices, hymns, dances

 Timē: honor to those who wield power well
– Like a good subject of a beneficent king
– Contrast to troubled relationship in epic poetry, tragedy

 Adornment—desire to make the gods beautiful

 Origin myths: power of god, kind of gifts

 Severed by death
– Rewards and punishments of gods come during life
– Greeks expect little from death
– Appeal of mystery cults, Christianity
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Reading: “The Death of Patroklas”
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Mystery Cults
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Mystery Cults

 Secrecy

 Improved future

 Relationship with cult’s central god/goddess

 Alongside civic religion

 Special myths as explanation
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Examples of Mystery Cults

 Eleusinian Mysteries

 Samothrakian Mysteries

 Bacchic Mysteries
– Ecstatic communion with Dionysos
– Gold tablets instruct on navigating the underworld
– Stain of the Titans requires atonement to Persephone

 Cult of Meter, Magna Mater, Cybele

 Cult of Mithras

 Cult of Isis
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Initiation

 Not just words and deeds but a transformation

 Similarities to other initiations
– Adolescent rites of passage
– Induction into a professional guild

 Nonexclusive
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Secrecy

 Part of the appeal

 Shield divinity’s benefits from uninitiated

 Community formed from diverse initiates
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