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Etruscans

Etruscans

itin

Upcoming dates

First post due responding to the reading

ue responding to the di

Monday, 12 December e ch due via BlackBoard

Thursday, 15 December

Civic Religion in Athens

One patron deity but many sacred sites

Calendar of sacrifices and festivals

Festivals

11/28/22




Diversity and panhellenism

Athens not a model
Differen
Dif ritual

Epithets

Colonization

aris and Timé

r: crops, coin, health, safe

Adornment—desire to make the gods beautiful
Origin myths: power of god, kind of gifts

Severed by death
f g

ristianity

Reading: “The Death of Patroklas”
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Mystery Cults

Mystery Cults

Secrecy

Improved future

Relationship with cult’s central god/goddess
Alongside civic religion

Special myths as explanation

Examples of Mystery Cults

Eleusinian Mysteries
Samothrakian Mysteries

Bacchic Mysteries

Cult of Meter, Magna Mater, Cybele
Cult of Mithras

Cult of Isis
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Initiation Secrecy

Etruscans
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Etruscans
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Capua tile (Tabula Capuana)
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Haruspicia

Disciplina Etrusca

Spaces sacred to a god and a specific tradition

Wisdom of Tages, the infant who sprang from

the furrows of Tarquinii
Monumental temples

o .

Etruscan religion was local

hai

Three books—entrails, lightning, and ceremony

Only fragments surviv quoted or
summarized in Roman writings
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“The Etruscan Discipline” Literacy

Adult male literacy under 20%

Affected by cultural context

Writing and Religion

Religion experienced orally
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Roles of writing in religion

Organizational complexity

Empowerment of those who control writing
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Judeo-Christian scripture

Doctrine presented as divine revelation
Still experienced orally by most

Writing as codification and ritual, as with
pagans
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