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Hittites and proto-Indo-EuropeansMeeting 4

● Religions in contact

● The Hittites and the Indo-European 
gods

● “Divination Among the Hittites”
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Upcoming dates

 Sunday 25 September Quiz #2 due 
(link on Schedule page)

 Monday 10 October Images Essay due via BlackBoard

 Tuesday 27 September no meeting (no classes scheduled)
Tuesday 4 October no meeting (no classes scheduled)
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“Poem of the Righteous Sufferer”
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Religions in contact
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Complexity of religion

 Each individual is a part of multiple religions
– Household religion (autonomous)
– Social groups (merchants, neighborhoods, legions)

– Public religion of one’s state or colony

 All seen as one by individual

 No proselytizing to win converts
– Religion is what you are born into (locality, family, role)
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Oppression and persecution
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Influence and integration

 Cultural borrowings include tools of 
interaction with the gods

 Gods imported

 Settlers and colonies

 Varied kinds of rituals coexist
– Hittite rituals alongside Hattian, Hurrian
– Hellenization changes Roman perspective
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Expansion

 Conquered communities normalized to 
rulers’ religious structure

 … but remain connected to local gods, 
social gods, household gods

 Conversion to rulers’ citizenship still involves 
mixed obligations

 Attempts at unification don’t get far

 Diversification is a part of assimilation
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The Indo-Europeans
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Indo-Europeans
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I-E and not I-E

 Isolates
– Sumerians
– Minoans
– Etruscans 

 Indo-European peoples
– Hittites
– Greeks (two waves)
– Persians

– Romans, Italians 
– Hindus
– (Later arrivals: Slavs, Germans, Celts)

 Other Language Groups
– Afro-Asiatic
 Semitic: Akkadians, Babylonians, Arabs, Phoenicians, Hebrews

 Ancient Egyptians
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IE cognates: ‘hundred’
Celtic cant, cêt

Italic centum

Tocharian känt, kante

Greek ἐκατόν

Germanic hund, hunt, hunda, hunderod

Baltic šimtas, simts

Slavic sŭto, sto

Anatolian sñta

Indo-Iranian satǝm, satám

Proto-IE: *k’mtom
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Reconstructing I-E society

 Farmers and stockbreeders

 Origins in a temperate zone

 Tribal politics and kinship social groups

 Three-part division?
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Indo-European deities

 Sky Father
– All-seeing but not all-powerful

 Dawn goddess

 Divine Twins

 Nature deities
– Earth, Storm, Fire, Sea, Wind

 Social deities
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Hittites
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Hittite culture 1650-1200 BCE
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HURRIANS

HATTIANS

Ḫattuša

20

Chariot warfare
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Global Diversity in the Bronze Age
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Hittite religion

 Long lists of gods from various cultures
– Hattian myths simplistic explanations of ritual
– Hurrian myths lyrical stories of struggles between gods

 Importation of gods through conquest

 Temples as employers, storehouses, archives

 Death seen as continuation
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Offerings and rituals

 Offerings of food critical in appeasing gods
– Moment of kill not emphasized as in other religions
– Seen as exactly like seeking favor important mortals

 Many festivals with offerings

 Many occasion-specific rituals
– Stages of life 

– Removal of evils (curses, illness, demons, ghosts, etc.)

– Often constructed as analogies
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Divination among the Hittites

 Humans speak to gods, but gods speak only 
indirectly
– Dreams

– Portents
– Behavior of birds, water snakes, smoke, oil on water

– Lot oracle

 Yes/no answers

25


