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MinoansMeeting 9

● Cosmology and History

● Minoan mysteries
● Rituals across cultures
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Upcoming dates

 Weekly online stuff:
– Thursday, 10 November First post due responding to the reading

– Sunday, 13 November Second post due responding to the discussion
Quiz #6 due

 Monday, 12 December Research essay due via BlackBoard

 Make sure you have signed up for a responses write-up
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“The Papyrus of Ani”
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Cosmology
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Creation myths

 Local

 Methods
– Procreation
– Invocation
– Craft

 Who creates who?
– Primeval conflict—victor creates earth and heavens 

(Babylon, Hittites, Early Greeks)
– No conflict—Demiurge creates earth and heavens

(Egypt, Hebrews)
– Earth and heavens eternal—create gods

(Hellenistic Greeks)
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Cosmos

 Heaven, earth, netherworld

 Afterlife
– Righteous go to heaven, rest to netherworld

(Egyptians, Hellenistic Greeks)
– Netherworld only

(Mesopotamia, Canaan, Israel, early Greeks)

 Hellenistic geocentricism
– Many spheres, Earth the center = lowest
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Time and history

 Beginning, middle, end

 Cyclical within

 Ages of humanity as a progression
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The End (eschatology)

 Eternal kingship

 Apocalypse (monotheism)
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The Minoans
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Minoan Crete
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Linear A
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Palace-cities
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Bull-leaping
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Peak sanctuaries
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Reading: “Minoan Religious Imagery”
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Rituals across Cultures
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Shared rituals

 Migration of rituals across cultures

 Barriers to our understanding 
– Emphasis on translation
– Prescriptive records
– Lack of texts
– Most evidence related to public rituals
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Scapegoat rituals

 Removal of contamination from community by 
transferring it to ejected person or animal

 Different usage
– Gender
– Class
– Officiant

 Define a “we/other” dichotomy
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Old Year / New Year

 Reversals
– Masters serve slaves
– Criminal king
– Unleashing chained god

 Contain woes of previous year by sealing it 
and inaugurating a new one
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Processions

 Spatial movement—into, out of, or through city

 Self-definition of community
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Ritual and Myth

 Differences of ritual and myth
– Myth explains only a part of a ritual
– “Real” in myth becomes symbolic in ritual
– Myths are more mobile than ritual

 Both myth and ritual are tools used to 
understand and commune with the divine
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