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History of Ancient Rome
S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

4

Conquering the West
The Roman Republic

The Conflict of the Orders
Expansion in Italy

Carthage

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 6 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 20 Proposal due
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Consuls, tribunes, and dictators

The Republic had a ladder of offices 
leading to the consulship, 
plus two sets of specialized magistrates
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The young noble

§ Coming of age at 14

§ Military service

§ Ladder of offices
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Annual collegial Roman magistracies
§ Military tribune
§ Ladder of offices:

• Quaestor finances, use of public funds

• Aedile games, festivals, temples and public buildings

• Praetor citizen conflicts, criminal cases

• Consul command armies, preside over senate and assemblies

• Censor census, senate rolls, contracts for public works

Offices possessing imperium

5

Alternation

6
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Collegial veto

7

Fasces

8

Annual collegial Roman magistracies
§ Military tribune
§ Ladder of offices:

• Quaestor finances, use of public funds

• Aedile games, festivals, temples and public buildings

• Praetor citizen conflicts, criminal cases

• Consul command armies, preside over senate and assemblies

• Censor census, senate rolls, contracts for public works

§ Tribune of the plebs

Offices possessing imperium

9
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Tribune of the plebs

§ Sacrosanct

§ Tribunicial veto

§ Citizen’s right of appeal

10

The Tribunes and 
their Manipulation

DIONYSIUS

11

Other key officials

Offices possessing imperium

§ Interrex
§ Pontifex maximus

§ Princeps senatus

§ Dictator

12
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Dictator

§ Response to any Rome-threatening crisis whether 
domestic, military, or religious

§ Requested by senate or people

§ Chosen by a consul

§ Total authority of the Roman state
• No colleague

• Exempt from veto and appeal

§ Bound to his mandate

§ Resigns on resolution of crisis

13 14

The Mythology of the 
Farmer General

CICERO, DIONYSIUS 

15
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The Senate and the People of Rome

The people in their assemblies were 
sovereign, but the opinion of the 
senate mattered
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The Senate and the People of Rome

17

Roman assemblies
§Comitia centuriata (Assembly of centuries)
• Citizens meeting as an army in the Fields of Mars
• Convened by consul or praetor
• Passes laws on matters of war and peace
• Elects imperium magistrates (consuls, praetors, and censors)
• Each century gets one vote

§Comitia tributa (Assembly of tribes)
• Citizens meeting as civilians in the Roman Forum
• Convened by consul or praetor
• Passes laws on domestic matters of concern to citizens
• Elects non-imperium magistrates
• Each tribe gets one vote

§Concilium plebis (Council of the plebeians)
• Tribal assembly meeting with only the plebeian citizens present
• Convened by tribunes of the plebs
• Passes plebiscites on matters of concern to plebeians
• Elects tribunes of the plebs

§Comitia curiata (Assembly of curiae)
• Meets only to grant imperium to incoming consuls, praetors, and dictators

18
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The senate

§ Not an assembly and could not make laws or bind 
citizens to its decisions

§ Could only pass resolutions 

19

Senatus consultum de Bacchanalibus (186 BCE)

20

Why did the senate matter?

§ Experienced membership

§ Persistence vs. annual magistrates 

§ Increasing self-perceived role as protector of 
tradition and custom

21
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Roman Republic

Consuls (2)
Chief executive, commander

Praetors (6)
Justice and support for consuls

Aediles (4)
Public buildings and games

Quaestors (10)
Treasury and audits

Censors (2)
Census, fill senate

Tribune of the Plebs (10)
Represent plebs’ interests

Dictator
Crises only

M A G I S T R A T E SA S S E M B L I E S

Centuriate Assembly
• Army as assembly
• Matters of war and peace
• Elects consuls and praetors

Tribal Assembly

Plebeian Assembly

Curiate Assembly
• Only meets to vote imperium

S E N A T E

• Ex-magistrates and 
priests

• Advisory role—no 
lawmaking power 
but great influence

• Increasingly directs 
foreign policy

22

Romans voted by taking a stone and dropping into the correct jar or basket, 
as commemorated on these coins

Conduct elections and pass laws
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Roman legislative process

§ Consul or tribune customarily presents law to 
senate first for their advice

§ Law then presented to assembly with senate 
resolution

24
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The Constitution of 
the Roman Republic

POLYBIUS

25

The Conflict of the Orders

The patricians resisted the plebeians’ 
efforts to gain access to the consulship 
for the first 140 years of the Republic
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Patrician families
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Plebeian families
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Clans holding magistracies
AEBUTIA
AEMILIA
ANTONIA
AQUILLIA
ATILIA
CLAUDIA/CLODIA
CLOELIA
COMINIA
CORNELIA
CURIATIA
CURTIA
FABIA
FURIA
GEGANIA
GENUCIA
HERMINIA
HORATIA
HOSTILIA
JULIA
JUNIA
LARCIA/LARTIA
LUCRETIA
MANLIA
MARCIA
MENENIA
METILIA
MINUCIA
MUCIA
NAUTIA
NUMICIA
PAPIRIA
PINARIA
POSTUMIA
QUINCTIA
QUINCTILIA
SEMPRONIA
SERGIA
SERVILIA
SESTIA
SICCIA/SECCIA
SULPICIA
TARQUITIA
TULLIA
VALERIA
VERGINIA
VETURIA
VOLUMNIA

ABURIA
ACILIA
AELIA
AFINIA
AFRANIA
ALBIA
ALBINIA
ALIENA
ALLIA
AMPIA
ANCHARIA
ANICIA
ANNIA
ANTIA
ANTISTIA
APPULEIA
APRONIA
APUSTIA
ARRENIA
ARRIA
ARRUNTIA
ASELLIA
ASINIA
ATEIA
ATINIA
ATTIA
AUFIDIA
AULIA
AURELIA
AURUNCULEIA
AUTRONIA
AXIA
BAEBIA
CAECILIA
CAECINIA
CAEDICIA
CAEPASIA
CAESETIA
CAESIA
CALIDIA
CALPURNIA
CANINIA
CANULEIA
CARISIA
CARVILIA

CASSIA
CATIA
CESTIA
CICEREIA
CINCIA
CISPIA
CLUVIA
COCCEIA
COELIA/CAELIA
CONSIDIA
COPONIA
CORNIFICIA
CORUNCANIA
COSCONIA
COSSUTIA
CREPEREIA
CRITONIA
CUPIENNIA
CURIA
DECIA
DECIDIA
DECIMIA
DIDIA
DIGITIA
DOMITIA
DUILLIA
DURONIA
EGNATIA
EGNATULEIA
EPIDIA
ERUCIA
FABRICIA
FALCIDIA
FANNIA
FLAMINIA
FLAVIA
FOLIA
FONTEIA
FUFIA
FUFIDIA
FULVIA
FUNDANIA
FURNIA
GABINIA
GALLIA

GELLIA
GRATIDIA
HELVIA
HERENNIA
HIRTULEIA
HORTENSIA
ICILIA
INSTEIA
JUVENTIA
LABERIA
LABIENA
LAELIA
LAETORIA
LICINIA
LIGARIA
LIVIA
LIVINEIA
LOLLIA
LUCCEIA
LUCILIA
LUTATIA
MAECILIA
MAELIA
MAENIA
MAEVIA
MAGIA
MAIANIA
MALLIA
MAMILIA
MANIA
MANILIA
MARIA
MATIENA
MEMMIA
MINDIA
MUMMIA
MUNATIA
NAEVIA
NASIDIA
NIGIDIA
NONIA
NORBANA
NOVIA
NUMISIA
NUMITORIA

OCCIA
OCTAVIA
OGULNIA
OPIMIA
OPPIA
OTACILIA
PAPIA
PEDIA
PEDUCAEA
PERPERNA
PETILLIA
PETRONIA
PLAETORIA
PLAUTIA/PLOTIA
POETELIA
POMPEIA
POMPONIA
POPILLIA
POPPAEA
PORCIA
PROCILIA
PUBLICIA
PUBLILIA
PULLIA
PUPIA
QUINTIA
RABIRIA
RABULEIA
RAECIA
REMMIA
ROSCIA
RUBRIA
RUPILIA
RUTILIA
SAENIA
SALLUSTIA
SALONIA
SALVIA
SAUFEIA
SCANTIA
SCANTINIA
SCAPTIA
SCRIBONIA
SENTIA
SEPTIMIA

SERRIA
SEXTIA
SEXTILIA
SICINIA
SILIA
SOSIA
STATIA
STERTINIA
TERENTIA
THORIA
TILLIA
TITIA
TITINIA
TITURIA
TREBELLIA
TREBONIA
TREMELLIA
TUCCIA
TURIA
TURULLIA
ULPIA
VALGIA
VARGUNTEIA
VARIA
VELLEIA
VENTIDIA
VENULEIA
VERGILIA
VETTIA
VIBIA
VIBULLIA
VILLIA
VINICIA
VIPSANIA
VITELLIA
VOCONIA
VOLCATIA
VOLTEIA
VOLUSENA
VOLUSIA
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Clans holding magistracies
AEBUTIA
AEMILIA
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CLOELIA
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HORATIA
HOSTILIA
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LARCIA
LUCRETIA
MANLIA
MARCIA
MENENIA
METILIA
MINUCIA
MUCIA
NAUTIA
NUMICIA
PAPIRIA
PINARIA
POSTUMIA
QUINCTIA
QUINCTILIA
SEMPRONIA
SERGIA
SERVILIA
SESTIA
SICCIA/SECCIA
SULPICIA
TARQUITIA
TULLIA
VALERIA
VERGINIA
VETURIA
VOLUMNIA

ABURIA
ACILIA
AELIA
AFINIA
AFRANIA
ALBIA
ALBINIA
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ALLIA
AMPIA
ANCHARIA
ANICIA
ANNIA
ANTIA
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CORNIFICIA
CORUNCANIA
COSCONIA
COSSUTIA
CREPEREIA
CRITONIA
CUPIENNIA
CURIA
DECIA
DECIDIA
DECIMIA
DIDIA
DIGITIA
DOMITIA
DUILLIA
DURONIA
EGNATIA
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FABRICIA
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FANNIA
FLAMINIA
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FULVIA
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RABIRIA
RABULEIA
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Patrician clans Plebeian clans
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Depictions of the early pastricians

31

Coriolanus Opposes 
the Plebs

DIONYSIUS

32

Debt oppression in the early Republic

33
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Debt slavery (nexum)

34

Secession

35 36
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The Defeat of the 
Latins

LIVY

37

Conflict of the Orders—Timeline

550 500 450 400 350 300 250
BCE

Regal 
Period R E P U B L I C

509
Republic
founded

450
Twelve Tables

Public, written laws

Early Republic
Plebeian Council

Tribunes 
of the Plebs

38

The Twelve Tables

FRAGMENTS

39
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Conflict of the Orders—Timeline

550 500 450 400 350 300 250
BCE

Regal 
Period

R E P U B L I C

509
Republic
founded

287
Hortensian Law

Plebiscites binding 
on all citizens

367
Licinian-Sextian Laws

Limits on interest rates 
and use of public land; 

one consul must be plebeian 

450
Twelve Tables

Public, written laws

Early Republic
Plebeian Council

Tribunes 
of the Plebs

444-367
Military Tribunes 

with Consular Power
employed alongside consuls

40

Evolution of the Roman Republic

41

Veii and the Sack

A great victory and a calamity in rapid 
succession alter Rome’s destiny

42
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Italian Wars—Timeline

500 450 400 350 300 250
BCE

Recurring defensive wars with 
the Hill Peoples, Etruscans, and nearby tribes

Conquest 
of Veii
(396)

Sack of 
Rome
(390)

Second 
Samnite 

War
(326–304)

Samnite Wars

Latin 
Revolt
(340–338)

Pyrrhic 
War

(280–275)

Battle of 
Lake Regillus
(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

43

The Etruscan shadow

44

Etruscan wealth

45
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Veii

46

Advantages of Veii and Rome

47

Camillus

48
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49

Evocatio

50

Legacies of the Capture of Veii

 Rome’s sense of power

 Rome’s wealth and standard of living

 Rome as an economic and military power 

 Shift from defense to conquest

 Dictator as champion and savior

51
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Slavery and the Roman economy

52

Freedmen and freedwomen

53 54
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Arrival of the Senonian Gauls

55 56 57
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58

Legacies of the Sack of Rome

 Damage to Roman buildings and records

 Dread of the Gaul

 Protection of Rome through control of 
central Italy

59

The Samnites and Pyrrhus

Adapting to military crises, an 
expanding Rome becomes 
unstoppable even in defeat

60
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Final absorption of Latium

61

The Defeat of the 
Latins

LIVY

62 63
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Italian Wars—Timeline

500 450 400 350 300 250
BCE

Recurring defensive wars with 
the Hill Peoples, Etruscans, and nearby tribes

Conquest 
of Veii
(396)

Sack of 
Rome
(390)

Second 
Samnite 

War
(326–304)

Samnite Wars

Latin 
Revolt
(340–338)

Battle of 
Lake Regillus
(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

64

The Samnites’ ‘Linen 
Legion’ Remains 
Undaunted

LIVY

65 66
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Battle of the Caudine Forks

321 BCE

67 68

The Roman Maniple 
vs. the Macedonian 
Phalanx

POLYBIUS

69
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Legacies of the Second Samnite War

 Manipular army means more training and 
longer service 

 Roman control over Samnium and 
Campania

 Greeks of Southern Italy realize that 
they’re next

70

Romanization
§ Latin Rights

• Trade
• Intermarriage
• Migration

§Municipalities (municipia)

§Colonies (coloni)
§Allies (socii)

71

Hubs of Romanness

Uthnia, North Africa

72
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73

Ephesus, Asia Minor

74 75
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76

Pyrrhus

77

Legacies of the Pyrrhic War

 Demonstration of deep Roman resources 
even in defeat 

 Assertion of hegemony over Italy

 Coveting of Sicily

78
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79

Effects of Roman Expansion
§ Trade and manufacturing
§ Civil projects

§ Coinage

§ Land

§ Class
§ Art and culture

80

The First Punic War

The Romans again transform themselves 
in order to defeat their new nemesis, 
Carthage

81
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Punic Wars—Timeline

300 250 200 150 100
BCE

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Pyrrhic War
(280–275)

Third 
Punic War

(149–146)

Second 
Punic War

(218–201)

First 
Punic War

(264–241)

82

Why Carthage?

 Inheritor of Phoenician trading skill and 
maritime technology  

 Two outstanding natural harbors

 Ideally situated to command passage of 
trade in Western Mediterranean

 Old, strong, and established as a naval 
and economic power

83

Rome

Carthage

84
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85

Rome

Carthage

Sicily

86

Carthaginian warships

87
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Trireme

 Fast and nimble  

 Able to ram enemy ships

88

Roman trireme

89 90
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Claudius Pulcher and the sacred chickens

91 92 93
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Legacies of the First Punic War

 Rome survives through adaptation by 
becoming a sea power  

 Rome now an international power on par 
with Carthage

 Punitive terms of the peace open the way 
for the Second Punic war

 Rome must now administer foreign 
conquered territory

94

The province

95

Promagistrates

 A promagistrate is an ex-praetor or ex-consul 
whose imperium has been extended 
(prorogued) beyond his term of office

 This propraetor or proconsul is then given a 
portfolio of responsibilities (province)   

96
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The dangers of the proconsul

 Possesses imperium but is not constrained 
by the traditional limitations of the 
consulship or the praetorship

 No colleague

 Sometimes left in place for years

 Far from Rome 

 No support staff

 An army at his command   

97

The Second Punic War

Rome overcomes its greatest enemy, 
Hannibal, by finally embracing its role 
as an imperial power

98

Rome and Carthage

99
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Hannibal Barca

100

Hannibal

CORNELIUS NEPOS 

101

Hannibal’s Plan

102
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Rome and Carthage in Spain

103 104

Breaching the Alps

105
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First Disaster: Trebia

218 BCE

106 107

Gauls swell Hannibal’s forces

108
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Second Disaster: Lake Trasimene

217 BCE

109 110

Consul killed, armies destroyed

111
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Italians turn against Rome

112

Fabius the Delayer

Q. Fabius Maximus Verrucosus

113

Third Disaster: Cannæ

216 BCE

114
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The Battle of Cannæ

POLYBIUS

115

Why did Hannibal not march on Rome?

 Taking Rome more difficult than defeating 
her armies

 Hannibal’s siege of Rome would have been 
vulnerable to Rome’s other armies

 Carthage’s goal was to force Rome into a 
deal over Spain and weaken its position in 
Italy, reducing it to a lesser power

116

 Latins and many Italian tribes remained loyal 
to Rome

 Hannibal’s massacres only drove Rome to 
bitter resolve never to negotiate with him

 Hannibal loses the support of the 
Carthaginian senate and nobility

117
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Roman response

 Replenish army

 Rebuild alliances

 Undermine Carthaginian navy

 Rituals to appease the gods and strengthen 
divine support

 Take the offensive

118

The Magna Mater

LIVY, PRUDENTIUS 

119

Roman offensive

120
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The Siege of Syracuse

POLYBIUS

121

Archimedes

122

The Sack of Syracuse

123
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Second Punic War as a Multi-Theater War

124

Taking the offensive

P. Cornelius Scipio (later Africanus)

125

The Battle of Zama

202 BCE

126
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127 128

“Carthago delenda est”

M. Porcius Cato (a.k.a. Cato the Elder)

129
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Third Punic War

130 131 132


