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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 6 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 20 Proposal due

Also: Please sign up for your second presentation
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The acquisition of empire

The effects of having an empire 
profoundly affect the course of the 
Republic
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Italian land
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The wealth of empire
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Slavery in the Roman 
Republic

VARIOUS
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The province
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Cultural influence
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From The Menaechmi

PLAUTUS
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The legion
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Accounts of the 
Roman State Religion

VARIOUS
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Rome, the city
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Cato Opposes 
Extravagance

LIVY

13

Rome and the East

Rome’s growing dominion over the 
east involves brokering alliances and 
playing empires against each other
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline
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Destruction of Corinth, 146

In Greece: Liberator and Destroyer
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The Destruction of 
Corinth

POLYBIUS
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The Hellenistic East
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The Hellenistic east
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Roman Empire after 200
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Roman influence
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The Brothers Gracchus

Factional tension transforms into 
outright violence
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The Roman Revolution
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Late Republic — Timeline
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Public Lands
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Recruitment
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Schism within the nobility
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Optimates and Populares
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Caveat 1: Divide was among the elite families
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Caveat 2: “The victors write the histories”
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Caveat 3: The dangers on both sides
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Ti. Sempronius Gracchus: Cream of the elite
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Redistribution of public lands

­ Break up large estates and distribute to 
poorer Roman citizens

­ Provide for new soldiers whose families meet 
the property requirement for levy

­ Legally usage of public land is already limited 
to 500 iugera (311 acres)

­ Gracchus’s law is to empanel a commission 
to enforce the existing restriction   
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Tiberius’s defiance

­ Did not present the bill to the senate before 
putting it before the assembly 

­ When vetoed by a pro-senate tribune, 
overruled the veto and encouraged the 
masses to uphold his actions with force
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Conservative extremists’ fury

­ Too popular to oppose 

­ Constitution offers no recourse

­ Consuls refuse to act against him as an 
insurrectionist

­ Pontifex Maximus (P. Cornelius Scipio Nasica) 
picks up a club and leads a mob of extremist 
senators to beat Tiberius and his followers to death

­ Body thrown in the Tiber to deny proper burial
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On Tiberius Gracchus

PLUTARCH
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On Tiberius Gracchus

APPIAN
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C. Sempronius Gracchus: More radical reforms

­ Empowering of the order of knights at the 
expense of the senate

­ Re-empaneling the land commission

­ Reforming military service terms

­ Citizenship for the Italian allied peoples
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The Senate’s ultimate decree
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On Gaius Gracchus

APPIAN
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Divisions within the nobility

• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)

• Leaders who seek popularity 
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• Leaders who seek popularity 
among the people of Rome

• Demonize the senate as 
oppressing the masses and 
protecting privilege at Rome’s 
expense, especially in war

• Urge Romans to place their
faith and trust in great men, 
not institutions

POPULARES OPTIMATES

• Leaders who seek to protect 
the old ways

• Champion the senate as 
guardians of tradition and the 
collective, anonymous rule that 
made Rome strong

• Urge Romans to place their 
faith and trust in institutions, 
not great men

Examples
• The Gracchus brothers
• Gaius Marius
• Julius Caesar
• Octavian/Augustus

Examples
• Sulla
• Metellus Numidicus
• Cato (the younger)
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Gaius Marius

The new man who becomes the 
people’s hero and the senate’s enemy
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The optimates and the senate
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Marius

C. Marius
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Speech of Marius 
Against the Nobility

SALLUST
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Client kingdoms

Numidia
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Jugurthine War

49

Cimbri and Teutones
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The “head count” army
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Saturninus
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Italy and the Social War

The nations of Italy got to war over 
being exploited by the Romans
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Italian citizenship
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Drusus and his 
Enemies

APPIAN
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Social War
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Sulla the Fortunate

The maverick optimate whose legacy 
leaves Rome vulnerable to its own 
generals for centuries to come
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Client kingdoms

Pontus
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Mithridates of Pontus
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Mithridates Against 
Rome

APPIAN AND PLUTARCH 
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Marius and Sulla

61

Sulla’s march on Rome

62

Marius and Cinna take over Rome
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Sulla the dictator

L. Cornelius Sulla

64

Sulla’s Brutality

LIVY, APPIAN 
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