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End of the Republic
The Assassination of Julius Caesar

Octavian and Antony
Octavian becomes Augustus

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 20 Proposal due

Also: Please sign up for your second presentation
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Crossing the Rubicon: ‘The die is cast’
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On Julius Caesar

SUETONIUS

4

Caesar the Dictator

­ Five dictatorships, four consulships between 49 and 44

­ Reforms: 
– Debt relief, remissions of rent
– Enrollment of new citizens
– Revised calendar and related religious reforms
– Promagistrates’ terms limited
– Distributions of grain and oil; banquets, public entertainments

­ Consolidation of power: 
– Took control over elections (current and future)
– Appointment of governors, priests
– Increased number of magistrates and priests

­ Campaigns in the Aegean, Egypt, Anatolia, Africa, Spain

­ Seldom in Rome until the last 5 months
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Rome under Caesar’s lieutenants
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The final five months in Rome

­ Incident at the temple of Venus: Caesar fails to stand to 
greet senatorial delegation

­ White-filleted laurel appears on statue of Caesar; 
Caesar illegally deposes tribunes who remove it

­ Man in the street addresses Caesar as “rex”; 
Caesar says, “I am no king, I am Caesar”

­ Festival of Lupercalia (Feb 15): Antony offers crown; 
Caesar sends to statue of Iuppiter instead

­ Rumor spreads of a prophecy that Parthians can only 
be defeated by a king

­ Statue of Brutus the Liberator graffitied with slogans

­ Caesar prepares to leave for war by the end of March
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Dictator perpetuo
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“Et tu, Brute?”
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The Assassination of 
Julius Caesar

PLUTARCH
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Caesar’s successors

Antony Octavian
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Philosophy
§ Stoicism

• "virtue is the only good”
• Rejection of desire and fear

§ Epicureanism
• Tranquility through modest life and gained knowledge

§ Perpipatetics
• Followers of Aristotle
• Logic applied to experience and observation
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Scipio’s Dream

CICERO
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Octavian and Antony
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Antony

M. Antonius
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Octavian

C. Iulius Caesar Octavianus
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On the Rise of 
Augustus

CICERO
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The Triumvirate (43-36 BCE)

Antony Octavian Lepidus
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Proscriptions under the Triumvirate
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The Defeat of the “Liberators”
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Marcus Agrippa
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Antony in the East, Octavian in Rome
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Cleopatra VII
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Battle of Actium 
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Life in Rome in the 
Late Republic

SALLUST
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Octavian becomes Augustus
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When does the Republic end?
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The Position Paper

Research and structure
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The position paper
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Elephant Pamphlet
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Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢ State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢ Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢ ASSERTION #1
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢ ASSERTION #2
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢ ASSERTION #3
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢ Address counterarguments
¢ Connect your “reason” sections together
¢ Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Approaches to research
§ “Suggested Reading” in text

§ Look up relevant primary sources used in the Reader

§ Ancient Texts index on my website

§ Search for library books and articles
• Lehman Library OneSearch lehman.edu/library
• Worldcat worldcat.org

§ Footnotes in the books you’ve already found

§ Good ol’ Prof. Wilson
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Citations
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Points to remember
§ Cite all information from outside your head

• Direct quotes
• Paraphrases
• Information, facts, statistics
• Ideas

§ Everything in the paper should support your thesis argument

§ Do not just narrate the history

§ Check the requirements for all papers (Requirements tab)

§ Citing ancient sources
• Homer ‘s Iliad, Book 6, line 623 Hom. Il. 6.623

• Polybius‘s Histories, book 3, section 46 Polyb. 3.46
• Plutarch‘s Biography of Alexander,

section 62, verse 2 Plut. Alex.62.2
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