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The Mediterranean world
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Evidence

How do past events get to us?
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(1) Stories are passed on ; (1) Stories are pagsed on (2) Things survive
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(2) Things survive ..z : (2) Things survive

ST

&
Archaeology:

VEYE culture (tools,
‘ cains, etc.) B

T 4
A PELC S
AL
i T
7 R LI ST
f Bl J 7




Kinds of evidence

= Primary source
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= Sec

timony from the place and time

ondary source

A scholar c and interprets prima

Problems with primary sources?

Intentional bias
Unintentional bias
Point of

Survival

Translation
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"Books are not made to be believeld,:
but to be subjected to inquiry. .

When we consider a book; !
we mustn't ask ourselves what it sa)}_s

but what it means.”
w

— William of Baskerville in Umberto Eco's, The Nam\e of the Rose
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The “Common Era, calendar

Birth of
Christ
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Periodization

Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, 79 CE
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Eras of (Mediterranean) history Ages of technology Counting centuries
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Counting centuries Counting Periodization

= Historians divide history into “eras” based on how we can
characterize society

= Archaeologists divide history into “ages” based on changes in
prevalent technology

= These periods help organize our studies, but also overgeneralize

places and times within each period
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The stone age
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o Early agricultural sites
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Catal Hoyiik, 7500-5700 BCE
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The city-state The city-state culture

= Shared
chins

= Politically autonomous
= Monumental building = Rivalry for limited resources

= Patron deity
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Civilization as social revolution

= Complex social structures
. 1 of labor

= The responsibilities of the citizen

The individual is subordinat

= The responsibilities of gender
MEN

PRIVATE FUTURE

Forms of government The Bronze Age

= Tyranny

= Monarchy
Minoans

Bditerranean

. AiAE

UO ‘settled, agreed upon’

IMPERIUM mand, compel’

Black Sea
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