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The Acquisition of Empire
The Republic

Consuls and assemblies
The senate

Expansion in Italy
The Punic Wars
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, May 15 Essay #3 due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, May 23 Final Exam, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
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The Early Republic
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Exile of the Tarquins

Brutus
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Patricians
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The Republic

Collegiality

Annularity

Imperium

Cursus honorum
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Roman Republic

Consuls (2)
Chief executive, commander

Praetors (6)
Justice and support for consuls

Aediles (4)
Public buildings and games

Quaestors (10)
Treasury and audits

Censors (2)
Census, fill senate

Tribune of the Plebs (10)
Represent plebs’ interests

Dictator
Crises only

MAGISTRATESASSEMBLIES

Centuriate Assembly
• Army as assembly
• Matters of war and peace
• Elects consuls and praetors

Tribal Assembly

Plebeian 
Assembly

Curiate Assembly
• Only meets to vote 

imperium

SENATE

• Ex-magistrates and 
priests

• Advisory role—no 
lawmaking power 
but great influence

• Increasingly directs 
foreign policy
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“Struggle of the Orders”
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Decemviri and the Twelve Tables
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Roman Expansionism
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

Second 
Samnite 

War
(326–304)

Veii
(396)

Sack
(390)

Lake 
Regillus

(496)

Pyrrhic
War

(280–275)
Italy

The East

Second 
Punic 
War

(218–202)

Carthage
First 
Punic 
War

(264–241)

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Third 
Punic 
War

(149–146)

P U N I C  W A R S

M A C E D O N I A N  W A R S

Syrian 
War

(192–188)

Third 
Mac. 
War
(171-167)

Achaean 
War
(146)

S A M N I T E  W A R S
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Dynamics of Roman imperialism
§ Crisis

§ Adaptation

§ Romanization
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Ancient Italy
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Timeline: Wars in Italy

Wars with Hill Peoples
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The Capture of Veii, 396
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The Sack of Rome, 390
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Samnite Wars
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From Phalanx to Maniple
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The Pyrrhic War, 280-275
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The Punic Wars
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Carthage
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Sicily

Carthage

Rome

SICILY

SARDINIA

CORSICA

ETRURIA

23

Punic Wars—Timeline
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T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

Pyrrhic War
(280–275)

Third 
Punic War
(149–146)

Second 
Punic War
(218–201)

First 
Punic War
(264–241)
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First Punic War
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Second Punic War

Hannibal Barca
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Sack of Syracuse, 212

29

Scipio and the Battle of Zama
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Third Punic War

“CARTHAGO DELENDA EST”
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Roman Wars in the East
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The Hellenistic east
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Rome in the east
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Defeating the Hellenistic empires
§ Battle of Magnesia (190) – defeat of the Seleucid Empire

§ Line in the sand (168) – Antiochus stopped from taking Egypt

§ Battle of Pydna (168) – defeat of Macedon

§ Destruction of Corinth (146)
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In Greece: Liberator and destroyer
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Hellenization
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