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Civilizations of the Ancient World
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Egyptian Empires
The Gilgamesh Essay

The Old Kingdom
The New Kingdom

Nubia

t o p i c s
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Ishtar
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The Death of Enkidu
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New Kingdom Egypt

In the climactic era of Bronze Age 
Empires, the pharaoh is no longer 
all-powerful
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The pharaoh
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Ma’at
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The gods
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Egypt during the New Kingdom
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Role of women in the New Kingdom
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Akhenaten
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Nubia
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Semitic labor
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Gilgamesh essay

Understanding how the people of 
Sumer saw the world using evidence
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Writing a position paper
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Structure of a position paper
Introduction

¢ State the problem (some say … others say …)
¢ Give your thesis (I believe…)

First reason
¢ ASSERTION #1
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Second reason
¢ ASSERTION #2
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Third reason
¢ ASSERTION #3
¢ Evidence from primary or secondary sources
¢ Discussion of how the evidence demonstrates your thesis

Conclusion
¢ Address counterarguments
¢ Connect your “reason” sections together
¢ Restate your thesis as having been demonstrated
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Citations
List in your bibliography 
all books and articles you used 
to support your assertions.

Cite in your footnotes all information 
from your sources, whether it’s quoted, 
paraphrased, or just mentioned as an idea.

Each citation points to an entry in your 
bibliography and adds a page number.
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