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Women in Antiquity
S P R I N G  2 0 2 3
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Tragic Heroines: 
Images of Women in Athenian Literature

Female protagonists
Literary women vs. goddesses

Antigone
Medea
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, May 15 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, May 23 Final exam, 6:15 to 8:15 p.m.
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Theocritus, “The Women at the Adonis Festival”
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Euripides, from ‘The Bacchae’
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Segal, “The Menace of Dionysus”
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Burton, “Women’s Commensality”
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Dover, “Greek Attitudes to Sexual Behavior”
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Foxhall, “Women’s Ritual and Men’s Work in Athens”

Thesmophoria
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Venit, “Women in Their Cups”
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Women in Athenian Literature

10

Athenian theater: tragedy and comedy
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Pomeroy, “Women in Athenian Literature”

Elektra and Orestes, 5th century BCE
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Sophocles, from Antigone
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Euripides, from Medea
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Foley, “Conception of Women in Athenian Drama”
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Lambropoulou, “Pythagorean Female Virtues”
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Zeitlin, “Myth and Mythmaking in the Oresteia”
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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