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Women in Antiquity
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Paragons, Pawns, and Augustae: 
The Roman Aristocratic Matron

Patricians and plebeians
The Roman matron

The Capture of the Sabine Women
The Rape of Lucretia
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, May 15 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

§ Tuesday, May 23 Final exam, 6:15 to 8:15 p.m.
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Foley, “Conception of Women in Athenian Drama”
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Lambropoulou, “Pythagorean Female Virtues”
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The Romans
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Periods of Roman History

Regal
Period Republic Principate Byzantine Empire
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Family
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Paterfamilias
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Roman names

C.  IVLIVS C.f. C.n.  CAESAR IMP.

nomen

praenomen filiation
(formal records)

cognomen
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Adoption

C.  IVLIVS C.f.  CAESAR 
OCTAVIANVS

C.  OCTAVIVS C.f. 
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Female names

IVLIA
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Guardianship
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Marriage
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Children
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Slaves and freedmen
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Roman permeability
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Pomeroy, “The Roman Matron”
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Livy, “The Capture of the Sabine Women”
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Livy, “The Rape of Lucretia”
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Boatwright, “Women and Gender in the Forum”
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Carp, “Two Matrons of the Late Republic”
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Corbier, “Male Legitimacy Through Women”
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Fantham, “Aemilia Pudentilla”
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Fischler, “Social Stereotypes, Historical Analysis”
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Rome, 2nd century CE

25


