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Women in Antiquity
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Civilizing Prostitute, Immoral Goddess:
Women in The Epic of Gilgamesh

Sumer
Gilgamesh

Enkidu and Shamhat
Ishtar

t o p i c s
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 13 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 27 Proposal due
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Sumer
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The deluge
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The Epic of Gilgamesh
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The Epic of Gilgamesh: Tablets 1-2
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King Gilgamesh
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Shamhat and Enkidu
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Ninsun
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The Epic of Gilgamesh: Tablet 6
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Ishtar (Inanna)
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Abusch, “Ishtar’s Proposal and Gilgamesh’s Refusal”
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Harris, “Inanna-Ishtar as Paradox”
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Bailey, “Initiation and the Primal Woman”
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Concluding thoughts: Sumer and Gilgamesh
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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