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Earth Mothers and Vengeance Wreakers: 
Ancient Goddesses and Gods

Greek mythology
Goddesses and Earth Mothers

Hekate and Pandora
Demeter and Kore
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 13 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 27 Proposal due
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The Greeks’ relationship with their gods

 No priestly class

 Understanding of the gods comes from 
literature

 Gods react to mortals’ betrayals of the 
community

 Rarely punish the wrongdoer only, often 
visiting suffering on family and descendants
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Great mothers vs. goddesses
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Pre-Olympian Gods
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Zeus

8

Athena
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Artemis
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Hestia
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Aphrodite
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Hera
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Demeter
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Hekate
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Zeus’s marriages
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Dalliances of the gods

17

Pomeroy, “Goddesses and Gods”
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Hesiod, “Theogony”
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Slater, “The Greek Family in History and Myth”
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Zeitlin, “The Myth of Pandora”
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Nixon, “The Cults of Demeter and Kore”
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Concluding thoughts: Greek gods & goddesses
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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