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Women in Antiquity
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The Face that Launched a Thousand Ships:
The Bronze Age and its Homeric Echo

The Greek Dark Age
Relationships in Homer

Briseis, Nausicaä, and Penelope
Approaching women through myth
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Upcoming Dates

§ Monday, March 13 Images essay due via BlackBoard

§ Monday, March 27 Proposal due
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Hesiod, “Theogony”
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Slater, “The Greek Family in History and Myth”
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Zeitlin, “The Myth of Pandora”
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Nixon, “The Cults of Demeter and Kore”

6



3/6/23

3

Concluding thoughts: Greek gods & goddesses
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The Bronze Age and its Homeric Echo
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Periods of Greek history
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Collapse of the Bronze Age
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The rhapsode

11

Greek religion
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Homer

13

Iliad and Odyssey

 Story of the Aegean trade conflict

 Emphasis on the bonds and connections 
within a community

 Expectations of human behavior, often 
contrasted with the gods’ behavior
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Homer, “Agamemnon’s Insult”
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Homer, “Nausicaa and the Stranger”
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Homer, “The Artifice of Penelope”
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(Mortal) women in Homer

Menelaeos

Agamemnon

Orestes

Telemakhos

Helen

Klytaemnestra

Iphigeneia

Odysseus Penelope

Aegisthos Briseis

Hekuba

Andromache Kassandra

Priam

HectorParis

Nausikaa

Alkinous Arete
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Arthur, “The Western Attitude Toward Women”
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Ortner, “Is Female to Male as Nature Is to Culture?”
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Dowden, “Approaching Women Through Myth”
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Arthur, “The Divided World of Iliad VI”
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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