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Women in Antiquity
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Obligation to Family:
Women and the Athenian Polis

Athens
Female Seclusion

Eumenides
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Upcoming Dates

§ Tuesday, April 11 No meeting (spring recess)
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Hesiod, “Works and Days”
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Heath, “Female Transmission of Mythical Narrative”
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Marry, “Sappho and the Heroic Ideal”
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Stigers, “Sappho’s Private World”
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Periods of Greek history
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Bronze Age Aegean
(Minoans and Mycenaeans) Greek “Dark Age” Archaic Classical

Recovery of 
writing

AlexanderCollapse of the 
Bronze Age

Persian 
invasions
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The Polis
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Democracy
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Pomeroy, “Women and the City of Athens”

11

Aeschylos, from ‘Eumenides’
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Agamemnon Klytaemnestra

Iphigeneia Elektra Orestes

Menelaos Helen

Atreos Thyestes

Aegisthos

Pelops

Tantalos

The cursed house of Atreos
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Herodotos, from ‘The Histories’
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Dewald, “Women and Culture in Herodotus”
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Katz, “Ideology and the ‘Status of Women’”
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Pomeroy, “Women’s Identity in the Classical Polis”
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Walker, “Women and Housing in Classical Greece”
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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