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Women in Antiquity
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Housewives and Hetaerae: 
Living Unpublicly in Classical Athens

Private Life in Athens
The Bacchae

“The Women at the Adonis Festival”
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Upcoming Dates

§ Tuesday, April 11 No meeting (spring recess)
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Aeschylos, from ‘Eumenides’
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Dewald, “Women and Culture in Herodotus”

4

Katz, “Ideology and the ‘Status of Women’”
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Pomeroy, “Women’s Identity in the Classical Polis”
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Walker, “Women and Housing in Classical Greece”
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Living Unpublicly in Classical Athens

8

Housing

9



4/2/23

4

Clothing

10 11

Health and exercise
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Sexuality and prostitution

13

Hetaerae

Aspasia
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Pomeroy, “Private Life in Classical Athens”
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Theocritus, “The Women at the Adonis Festival”
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Euripides, from ‘The Bacchae’

17

Segal, “The Menace of Dionysus”
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Burton, “Women’s Commensality”

19

Dover, “Greek Attitudes to Sexual Behavior”

20

Foxhall, “Women’s Ritual and Men’s Work in Athens”

Thesmophoria
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Venit, “Women in Their Cups”
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Rome, 2nd century CE
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