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• The Peloponnesian War

• Legacies of the War

• The Fourth-Century Crisis

• Hellas in the Fourth Century
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Four things today

The Peloponnesian War

Legacies of the War

The Fourth-Century Crisis

Hellas in the Fourth Century
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, December 11 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Thursday, December 14 Final Exam
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Ancient History – Spring 2024

History of 
Ancient Rome

HIA 321/721
Thursdays 6:00–8:40 p.m.
markbwilson.com/courses/YY/YY_ar/

Women in 
Antiquity

HIA 311/750 • WST 311
Tuesdays 6:00–8:40 p.m.
markbwilson.com/courses/YY/YY_wia/

Civilizations of the 
Ancient World

HIS 246
Tues–Thurs 3:00–4:15 p.m.
markbwilson.com/courses/YY/YY_aw/
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Quiz #8: War Between the Greeks
1. Did Sparta win the Peloponnesian War, or did Athens lose it? Explain using 

examples either of what Spartans did right, or of what Athenians did wrong, 
that resulted in the Spartan victory.  

2. How did the Plague affect Athens? What impacts did it have on the war? 

EC1. All of the following are true about Alcibiades EXCEPT: 
 (a) Handsome, charming, and pleasure-seeking, he was eagerly courted by men and women alike

 (b) He advocated expanding the empire to defeat Sparta, leading to the Sicilian Expedition
 (c) He returned to Athens after the war and opened a successful brothel

 (d) Recalled from the war to stand trial for heresy, he slipped off and defected to Sparta

EC2. In your opinion, which city is most to blame for the Peloponnesian War? 
Explain and give examples. 
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The Peloponnesian War
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Primary Source Reading

The Plague at 
Athens

Thucydides
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Kleon: Mytilene and Pylos
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Brasidas
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Primary Source Reading

Civil War in Corcyra

Thucydides
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• Athenians give up captured bases

• Sparta gives up Athenian ex-allies

• Megara and Corinth reject treaty

Peace of Nikias
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Primary Source Reading

The Melian Dialog

Thucydides
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Alkibiades
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The Sicilian Expedition
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Primary Source Reading

A Charge of 
Sacrilege

Andocides
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Decelea
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Battle of Aegospotami
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Legacies of the War
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Post-war Athens
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Primary Source Reading

The Death of 
Socrates

Plato

20

Plato
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Primary Source Reading

The Allegory 
of the Cave

Plato
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Sparta after the war
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Economic damage
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Loss of manpower
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Peltasts and mercenaries
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Disillusionment
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The struggle for hegemony
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The Fourth-Century Crisis
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Fourth-Century timeline

410 400 390 380 370 360 350 340 330 320

Pelop.
War

Corinthian
War

King’s Peace
387

Battle of 
Leuktra

371

Boeotian
War

Battle of 
Naxos
376

Battle of 
Manitaea

362

ThebesSparta

Destruction
of Thebes

335

2nd Athenian League

Death of 
Alexander

323

Battle of 
Chaeronea

338

Macedon

Sparta
takes

Theban
acropolis

382

3rd Sacred 
War 

Long Walls
rebuilt
394
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The Fourth-Century Crisis
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Spartan imperialism
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The Corinthian War (396-387)
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The King’s Peace, 387
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Spartans on the Cadmea, 382
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Second Athenian League
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Epaminondas and the Sacred Band

37

Primary Source Reading

On Epaminondas

Cornelius Nepos 

38

Primary Source Reading

The Battle of 
Leuctra

Xenophon
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Battle of Mantineia, 362
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End of the Second Athenian League

41

Stasis in the fourth century
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Dominion of Macedon
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Hellas in the Fourth Century
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Politician as rhētōr
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The Athenian justice system
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Jurors and the Dikastēria

47

Oratory in the courts
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The nature of crime in Athens
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The Greek urban economy
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Primary Source Reading

Athenian Bankers

Unknown
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