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The Hellenistic 
World

• Alexander’s death

• The Diodochoi

• The Hellenistic East

• Cosmopolis

• Your research
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Five things today

Alexander’s death

The Diodochoi

The Hellenistic East

Cosmopolis

Your research
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, December 11 Position Paper due via BlackBoard

• Thursday, December 14 Final Exam

• Monday, December 25 Ultimate Deadline

§ No late papers or resubmissions for reversible 
deductions after this date

§ No exceptions

§ Any incompletes owing to personal emergencies 
must be mutually agreed before this date
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Questions about whatever
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Quiz #10: Alexander the Great
1. Gosh, Alexander sure was great, wasn’t he? (Defend your answer.)    

2. Why did Alexander treat Persepolis differently than he did Babylon and Susa?  

EC1. All of the following are true about Alexander’s sack of Thebes EXCEPT:  
(a) Athens voted military aid for Thebes but held back from fighting alongside them

(b) News of Thebes’s destruction caused widespread uprising against Alexander and weakened 
his rule in Greece

(c) Alexander got his army to Thebes after days of forced marches from Illyria
(d) The decision whether to destroy Thebes was technically not Alexander’s, but that of 

Thebes’s own Boeotian neighbors

EC2. Describe the significance of: (a) the Battle of Granicus; (b) the Battle of Issus; 
(c) the Battle of Gaugamela; (d) the Battle of the Hydaspes.

EC3. In your opinion, what were Alexander’s goals in conquering the East?  
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Alexander’s death
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“To the strongest”

7

Primary Source Reading

Death of Alexander

Plutarch
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Legacy
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Diodochoi
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Diodochoi — Before Ipsus
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Diodochoi — After Ipsus

Macedon
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Seleucid Empire

Seleucus I N icator (358 – 281)
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Pergam on Altar, 2nd century BCE
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Last m ajor ruler: Antiochus IV Epiphanes (215 – 164)
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Ptolemaic Empire

Ptolemy I Soter (367 – 283)
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Hellenistic pharaohs

Ptolemy II (285-246 BCE)
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Primary Source Reading

The Procession of 
Ptolemy II

Athenaeus
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Last ruler: Cleopatra VII Philopator (69 – 30)
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Cleopatra VII and Caesarion
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The Hellenistic East
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Hellenistic Culture
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Primary Source Reading

Women at the 
Adonis Festival

Theocritus
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Mystery cults
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Hellenistic philosophy
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Hellenistic philosophy
• Aristotle

• Cynics

• Epicureans

• Stoics

• Hellenistic Judaism
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Primary Source Reading

On Zeno the Stoic

Diogenes Laërtius
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Cosmopolis
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Technology
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Colossus of Rhodes (280 BCE)
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W inged Victory of Sam othrace (ca. 200 BCE)
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The Dying Gaul (Rom an copy of a Greek original, 230 BCE)
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Aphrodite of M elos (ca. 150 BCE)
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Laocoön and His Sons (1st century BCE)
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Primary Source Reading

The Destruction of 
Corinth

Polybius
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