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History of 
Ancient Greece
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Dawn of the 
Aegean

• The Aegean World

• The Bronze Age Aegean

• The Minoans

• The Coming of the Greeks

• Collapse of the Bronze Age
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Five things today

The Aegean World

The Bronze Age Aegean

The Minoans

The Coming of the Greeks

The Collapse of the Bronze Age
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Questions about whatever
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The Aegean world
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Mediterranean Sea

Aegean
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Black Sea

Nile R.

Euphrates R.

Tigris R.

Danube R.
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Chalcidice

Euboea

Crete

Rhodes

Lesbos

Chios

Samnos

Naxos

ATTICA
Athens

BOEOTIA
Thebes

Corinth

LACONIA
Sparta

LYDIA
Sardis

CARIA

THESSALY

MACEDON
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Grain, grapes, and olives
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Neolithic settlements
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The Bronze Age Aegean
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The Aegean in the Bronze Age
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Cycladic civilization
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The Minoans

14

Minoan Crete
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Bull-leaping
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Peak sanctuaries
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Linear A

24



9/3/23

9

Palace-cities
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Bronze Age economy
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Minoans

Egyptians

Assyrians

Hittites

28

The coming of the Greeks
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Indo-Europeans
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Indo-European culture

 Decentralized

 Nonurban

 Tribal

 Pastoral
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Indigenous vs. Indo-European Greek
• Maritime terms, words for the sea, shipping

§ (e.g. θάλασσα thálassa “sea”)

• Words relating to Mediterranean agriculture
§ (e.g. ϝἐλαία (w)elaia “olive”, άμπελος ampelos “vine”)

• Words regarding rulers, given by the populace
§ (e.g. Τύραννος Tyrannos “tyrant”; ϝαναξ wanax “warrior-king”)

• Building technology
§ (e.g. πύργος pyrgos “tower”)

• Personal names and theonyms
§ (e.g. Οδυσσεύς Odysseus)
§ (e.g. Ερμής Hermes)

• Place names
§ -nth- (e.g. Κόρινθος Korinthos, Ζάκυνθος Zakynthos)
§ -ss- (e.g. Παρνασσός Parnassos)
§ -tt- (e.g. Λυκαβηττός Lykabettos)
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Mycenaean Greeks
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Mycenaean warfare

36



9/3/23

13

Mycenaean warfare
• Defensive battlements

• Battle chariot

• Armor
§ Tusk helmets, bronze plate armor (officers)
§ Leather and linen (soldiers)

• Ox hide and wood shields

• Bronze swords and daggers

• Bronze-tipped thrusting spears

• Light javelins

• Longbows

• Slings
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Lion Gate at Mycenae
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Pylos throne room reconstruction
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“Treasury of Atreus”
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Linear B
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Michael Ventris
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The collapse of the Bronze Age
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Names mentioned in this and 
similar Hittite treaties include

 Ahhiyawa (Achaeans)

 Drdny (Dardanians?)

 Wilusa (Ilios)

 Danaja (Danaans)
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Troy
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Collapse of the Bronze Age
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“Period of Calamities”
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