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History of 
Ancient Greece
FALL 2023

Archaic 
Greece

• The Polis

• Hoplite Army

• Colonization

• Lyric Poetry
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Five things today

Quiz #1 Review

The Polis

Hoplite Army

Colonization

Lyric Poetry
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, Oct. 9 Proposal Due
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Proposal
• Problem / question

• Possible positions

• Provisional thesis 
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Questions about whatever
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Quiz #1: The Greek Dark Age
1. (a) Why is the early Iron Age in the Aegean sometimes called the “Greek Dark Age”?  (b) Is this 

period more like what came before, or more like what came after? Explain your answer.  

2. Homer’s epics, Iliad and Odyssey, are set during the Bronze Age war against Troy. What makes 
Homer’s works important for understanding early Iron Age history? Give examples.  

3. In the excerpt from the Reader you read for today, what idea or aspect of the Aegean world 
do you think the author was trying to emphasize? Give examples.  

EC1. All of the following were found at Lefkandi EXCEPT: 
(a) A gold necklace and an ivory-handled dagger
(b) A larger house belonging to a village chieftain
(c) A pair of burial shafts containing a man, a woman, and two horses
(d) The preserved bones of a young dragon of indeterminate gender

EC2. How would you describe the religion of the Greeks that emerges during this period? 
What are some of its key characteristics? 
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Climax of the Dark Age
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Phoenician alphabet
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Greek alphabet

Dipylon inscription
ca. 740 BC

ΗΟΣΝΥΝΟΡΧΕΣΤΟΝΠΑΝΤΟΝΑΤΑΛΟΤΑΤΑΠΑΙΖΕΙΤΟΤΟΔΕΚΛ[?]ΜΙ[?]Ν[…]
“Whoever of all these dancers now dances most deftly, 

to him this [pot] [will go as his prize]”
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Modern Archaic Ionia Korinth Arkadia Lakonia Chalkidike Crete Phoenician
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Dark Age political structure
• wanax  ϝαναξ  à  ἀναξ

§ Minoan/Mycenaean term for king
§ Now used to mean high-king or overlord

• Agamemnon (overlord of the Greeks at Troy)
• Zeus (ruler of the gods)

• basileus  βασιλεύς
§ Mycenaean term for mayor, headman
§ Dark age (and later) term for king

• “Big man” system – e.g., Ithaca
§ Population gravitates toward local strongmen for stability and protection
§ Authority is transient and personal
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Periods of Greek History

1
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Writing

Persian
Invasion
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Characteristics of the Archaic Period

• Polis

• Hoplite armies

• Knowledge through creative expression

• Lyric poetry

• Colonization

• Panhellenism
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Archaic culture
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Transition from the Dark Age
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Hesiod
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Primary Source Reading

The Beginnings of 
Things

Hesiod
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Primary Source Reading

On Labor

Hesiod
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Lyric poetry
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Lyric poetry
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Primary Source Reading

Selected Poems

Sappho
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Symposion
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The polis
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The Polis
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Characteristics of the polis
• City-state

• Synoecism

• Replacement of basileus with magistrates

• Council of “elders” (aristoi)

• Citizen assembly (demos)
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Agora
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Social strata

32

Hoplite army

33



9/18/23

12

The phalanx
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Social groups
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Other groups
• Women

• Metics

• Servile classes (usually ethnically different)
§ Helots (Sparta)

§ Slaves
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Greek colonization
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Colonization
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Hellas and the colonies

Doric temples at Poseidonia 
5th century and 6th century
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Primary Source Reading

The Founding of 
Cyrene

Herodotus
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Everyday religion
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The kouros
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43

The korē
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Primary Source Reading

Accounts of 
Religious Beliefs

Various
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Archaic Hellas

47

Panhellenism
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Dark age values in the Archaic Age
• Xenia guest-friendship

• Timē honor

• Aretē excellence

• Agonal man
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