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History of 
Ancient Greece
FALL 2023

Sparta and
the Art of War

• Panhellenism

• The Peloponnese

• The Spartan system

• Spartan women

• The Spartan mirage
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Five things today

Panhellenism

The Peloponnese

The Spartan system

Spartan women

The Spartan mirage
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, Oct. 9 Proposal Due
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Quiz #2: Archaic Greece
1. What is a polis? How does the polis come about, and what kinds of changes 

were involved? Be specific.  What role would you say was played by the aristoi 
(“best men”) in the polis?  

2. Who were the hoplites? How did they change Greek warfare? What effect did 
they have on the polis?  

EC1. A kouros is which of the following?
 (a) A large open space at the heart of a city
 (b) A place set aside for men to exercise
 (c) A statue of a young man, often used as grave monuments or offerings

 (d) A drinking party at which aristocratic men heard poetry recited

EC2. Compare lyric poetry to epic poetry. How is lyric poetry representative of the 
social changes of the Archaic age?  
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Questions about whatever
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Archaic Greece
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Primary Source Reading

Selected Poems

Sappho
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Panhellenism
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Dark age values in the Archaic Age
• Xenia guest-friendship

• Timē honor

• Aretē excellence

• Agonal man
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Sparta
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Achaea

Korinthia

Argolis

Arkadia

Elis

Messenia

Lakonia

Attika
AthensKorinth

ArgosOlympia

Sparta
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Sparta as a “warrior society”
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Lycurgos
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Spartan social hierarchy
• homoioi “men of equal status,” peers 

  Spartan citizen/warrior elite

• periokoi “dwellers nearby” 
  Laconians who were free, but disenfranchised

• helots heilotes, “prisoners of war” 
  State-owned serfs
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Homoioi

18



9/24/23

7

19

Primary Source Reading

The Spartan 
Way of Living

Herodotos
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Helot
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Agogē
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Primary Source Reading

The Spartan Polity

Xenophon
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Spartan women
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Primary Source Reading

Sayings of 
Spartan Women

Plutarch
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Marriage
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The Spartan constitution
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Primary Source Reading

On the Spartan 
Constitution

Aristotle
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The Spartan state
• Kings

§ Agiad and Eurypontid

• Gerousia

• Ephors

• Assembly
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Primary Source Reading

The Great Rhetra
of Sparta

Plutarch

Διὸς Συλλανίου καὶ Ἀθανᾶς Συλλανίας ἱερὸν ἱδρυσάμενον, φυλὰς
φυλάξαντα καὶ ὠβὰς ὠβάξαντα, τριάκοντα γερουσίαν σὺν ἀρχαγέταις
καταστήσαντα, ὥρας ἐξ ὥρας ἀπελλάζειν μεταξὺ Βαβύκας τε καὶ
Κνακιῶνος, οὕτως εἰσφέρειν τε καὶ ἀφίστασθαι δάμῳδὲ τὰν κυρίαν ἦμεν
καὶ ράτος.

αἰ δὲ σκολιὰν ὁ δᾶμος ἕλοιτο, τοὺς πρεσβυγενέας καὶ ἀρχαγέτας
ἀποστατῆρας ἦμεν.

Having founded a temple of Zeus Syllanios and Athene Syllania, having tribed 

[or preserved] the tribes and obed the obes, having established thirty as a 

council of elders together with {the leaders/kings}, from time to time {to 
celebrate Apollo/hold assemblies} between Babyca and Cnacion, thus to bring 

in and to set aside. Ultimate authority and power is to be the people’s.

If the people speaks crookedly, the elders and {leaders/kings} be setters aside.
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Spartan gods
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The “Spartan Mirage”
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