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Primary Source Reading

from The Persians




Persian landing point

BAY OF MARATHON
in rescue fleet
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Primary Source Reading

Herodotus

The Battle of
Thermopylae

Legacy of the Persian Wars
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lonian  Darius's  Xerxes's Peloponnesian War
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Socrates

Avistophanes
Sophocles

Euripedes

Hegemony

Delian League
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Athenian Democracy
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Primary Source Reading

On the Athenian
Constitution

Democracy
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Primary Source Reading

Antiphon

Arguments in an
Accidental Homicide

Athenian classes

Primary Source Reading

Various

Documents on
Greek Slavery
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The Age of Perikles

Primary Source Reading

Pericles and Cimon
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gCentury Athens
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Athenian theater
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Primary Source Reading

Euripides

From Medea

Comedy

+ Dionysian rites

+ Old Comedy ca. 480-400 BCE
= Extravagant burlesque employing gods and heroes
= Vilification of public or political targets
= Sexual and scatological innuendo
= Practitioners: Aristophanes and many others

+ Middle Comedy ca. 400-350
= Like Old Comedy but with more general targets

+ New Comedy ca. 350-260
= Use of stock characters; comedic love

= Lampoons contemporary morality, everyday man
= Practitioners: Menander; Plautus and Terence

14



10/7/23

Structure of Old Comedy

* Prologos Protagonist’s idea

* Parodos Entry of chorus

* Agon Debate about idea

* Parabasis Chorus’s monologue
* Episodes Idea implemented

* Feast Carnal celebration

Aristophanes

Surviving comedies by Aristophanes
* Archanians 425BCE
« Knights 54

* Clouds 423

* Wasps 422

* Peace 421

* Birds 414

+ Thesomophoria 4m

« Lysistrata 41

* Frogs 405

* Assemblywomen 392

* Wealth 388
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