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First Year Seminar
F A L L  2 0 2 3

Sources

• Approaching primary sources

• Primary source case studies

• Tricks for summarizing content

M E E T I N G  2 1
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Three things today

1
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Approaching primary sources

Primary source case studies

Tricks for summarizing content3
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Upcoming dates

• Monday, November 13 Choosing your document
 (Week 11 online response)

• Monday, November 20 Summary Write-Up 

• Monday, December 4 Annotated Bibliography 

• Monday, December 11 Analysis Write-Up 
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Approaching primary sources
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Intent and context
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Problems with primary sources
• Intentional bias

• Unintentional bias

• Point of view

• Survival

• Translation
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Examining primary sources: Summary
1. Who wrote this document, when, and where?

2. What type of document is this?

3. Who is the intended audience of the document?

4. What are the main points of the document?
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Examining primary sources: Analysis
1. Why was this document written?

2. What does it reveal about the society and time period in which it 
was created?

3. What’s missing?

4. What passage stands out the most?
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Example:

VENI · VIDI · VICI
I CAME  ·  I SAW  ·  I CONQUERED

1. Who wrote this document, when, 
and where?

2. What type of document is this?

3. Who is the intended audience of 
the document?  

4. What are the main points of the 
document?

Summary

1. Why was this document written?

2. What does it reveal about the 
society and time period in which it 
was created?

3. What’s missing?  

4. What passage stands out the 
most?

Analysis
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Primary source case studies
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The Roman dictatorship
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Imagery
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Jargon vs. description
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Anecdotes vs. assertions
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Sequence
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Signs of change
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Tricks for summarizing 
content
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Summarizing
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Writing a Summary
• Divide the text into sections

• For each section, 
§ Determine the main point of that section 
§ Write a one- or two-sentence summary of the section, focusing on that point

• Write a one- or two-sentence summary of the entire piece
§ Check your high-level summary against the original text

• Combine your summary of the entire piece with your section 
summaries into a paragraph
§ Check what you have written against the original text
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Summary tips
• A summary condenses a text, so it is always shorter

• Summaries identify the main point of a text and provide 
information about the supporting points

• Be sure to refer to the author as you write your summary

• In general, don’t quote in summaries
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A. Choosing your document
This is your Week 11 response and will be posted online. 
For this, you’ll need to do two things.

• Choose one of the list of short documents from history that interests you. 
§ Skim through the reading at a glance and see what jumps out at you as you look through it.

§ This will be your document for the rest of this project, so pick one that you want to explore 
or find out more about.

• For your Week 11 online response, write a post that includes all of the following:
§ Which reading did you pick?

§ Why did it interest you?

§ What passage or detail jumped out at you as you glanced through it?

§ What, specifically, would you like to find out more about?

Due date: Monday, November 13
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B. Summary Write-Up
Read through your document and summarize the story it tells in your own 
words.

• Answer the Summary Questions.

• Read through the document and describe what is happening in each scene. Use your 
own words.

§ Use just your document. You don’t need to do any other research.
§ Just summarize, don’t analyze.

• Formatting:

§ Double-spaced, with standard 1-inch margins and a standard font and font size
§ Have your name, the date, and a title (for example, “Summarizing XXXX”, where XXXX is your 

document) at the top, or on a separate cover page

• Length: At least 1 page of writing, double-spaced.

Due date: Monday, November 20
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