MEETING 14

The New
Empire

« Third Century Crisis
* Rebuilding

* Relig

+  Fall of the West

+ Leg oman Empire
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Five things today
Third Century Crisis
Rebuilding
Religion in the Empire
Fall of the West

Legacy of the Roman Empire

Upcoming dates

* Monday, May 13 Position Paper

* Thursday, May 16 Final Exam
(6:15 to 8:15 p.m.)

* Monday, May 27
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Quiz #9: Third Century Crisis

1. Just what was the “Third Century Crisis"? What were some of the factors
that brought it about?

2. Marcus Aurelius carefully prepared Commodus for the principate.
What went wrong?

ECI. All of the following are true of Palmyra EXCEPT:
It was a major recruitment center for the Roman armies
It was the site of Rome's watershed victory against the Seleucids back in the
days of the Republic

() Itis an oasis in the Syrian desert around which formed an important city

(d) When it rebelled and massacred its garrison in 273, Aurelian slaughtered its
people and destroyed the city

EC2. What is a codex book? Why was its introduction significant?

Questions about whatever
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The Third Century Crisis

What is the Third Century Crisis?

* Perpetual political chaos

* Increasing economic dislocation

* Invasions across Euphrates and Danube

* Religious disunity feeds cultural fragmentation

Causes of the Third Century Crisis - Political

« Severans did not produce another Severus

« Legitimacy of imperial rule eroded

* Internal tensions

« Civil wars between would-be emperors

Imperial hierarchy

ernors all equal and one
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Causes of the Third Century Crisis - Military

* Pressure on frontiel
of the fr

* Not enough manpower or money

« Civil wars between would-be'emperors

Causes of the Third Century Crisis - Economic

« Rising cost of military

* Debasement

* Taxation

« Depopulation
<P

« Strain on system leads to greater oppression of locals

« Christian persecutions

Political Anarc
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Primary Source Reading

Zosimus

Imperial Weakness
Invites Barbarian
Aggression

‘'Roman coins

« aureus (gold) :

« denarius (silver)

« sestertius (brass)

* dupondius (brass)
|
* as (copper)




Currency Debasement
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260s CE ~20% fineness 270s CE <5% fineness
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Grams of Silver per Coin Timeline of Roman Emperor Deaths

Economic fallou

Shortfallin precious metals

Decline of trade and commerce

Reduced demand for manufactured goods
Depletion of skilled labor

Disruption of agriculture

n fixed amounts
fise
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Rebuilding the Empire

Aurelian
& 2

Primary source Reading

Aurelian’s Conquest
of Palmyra
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Efforts to stabilize the economy - .
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Temporary reunification under Constantine

Primary Source Reading Bla(hemae.

Constantinople,
324 CE

Bosporus

Ancient
Byzantium

.
Bucoleon Hagla Sophia
.

Sea of Marmara T
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Religion in the Roman Empire

Religious ideologies in the empire

* Lo

* Emperor worship

* Henotheism

* Philosophical monotheism

* Dualism

« Eastern Monotheism

Revolutionary nature of monotheism

10



The Growth.of Christionit
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Primary source Reading

Eusebius

The Persecution
under Decius
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The Edict of Milan

1

Primary Source Reading

Eusebius

The Conversion of
Constantine

Christianization of the Empire
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Christianity as a state religion

« Council of Nicaea (325)

PArRiARCuaTt
ORIENTALES
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Primary Source Reading

Julian

Letter to Arsacius
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Fall of the West

Primary Source Reading

Rutili

The Greatness of
Rome in the Days of
Ruin, 413CE |

Germanic movements

Angges & Saxoms

Franks
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Alaric’s Sack of
Rome, 410 CE

A

] p——

16



Primary Source Reading

Jordanes

The Battle of
Chaléns, 451 CE

The Byzantine Empire

05

THE ROMAN EMPIRE & BARBARIAN EUROPE, AD 500
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Byzantine emperors
. '
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Constantinople

Successors to
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The Roman.idea
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