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History of 
Ancient Rome
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Tribes and 
Kings

• Italy and its peoples

• Etruscan influence

• The Roman kings

• The end of monarchy

• Roman evidence
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Five things today

Italy and its peoples

Etruscan influence

The Roman kings

The end of monarchy

Roman evidence
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Upcoming dates

• No class meeting Thursday, February 22

• Images Essay Monday, March 4
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Questions about whatever
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Roman names
Roman names reflect a cultural emphasis on the family 
over the individual

5

L. Cornelivs L.f. Cn.n. Scipio

nomenpraenomen filiation cognomen
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Some famous Roman names
• M. Tullius Cicero

• Ti. Sempronius Gracchus

• M. Aemilius Scaurus

• Cn. Pompeius Magnus

• M. Livius Drusus

• M. Junius Brutus

• L. Cornelius Sulla Felix

• Q. Caecilius Metellus Pius

• C. Marius

• M. Antonius

• P. Clodius Pulcher

• P. Cornelius Scipio Africanus

• P. Vergilius Maro

• Q. Horatius Flaccus

• Q. Fabius Maximus Verrucosus Cunctator
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Marriage
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C.  Octavivs  C.f. 

C.  Ivlivs  C.f.  Caesar 
Octavianvs

10

11

IVLIA
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Italy and its peoples
The Latins emerged amid many alien cultures in Italy, 
all of them older and wealthier than they were
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Arrival of the Indo-Europeans
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• Decentralized

• Tribal

• Nonurban

• Pastoral 

Indo-Europeans
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Greek colonization
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Italian peoples
• Etruscans indigenous, successful city-state culture

• Greeks advanced, wealthy city-state colonists

• Phoenicians master traders with market colonies

• Indo-Europeans pastoral migrants from the north
§ Gauls
§ Hill peoples
§ Latins
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Etruscan influences
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Etruscans
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Etruscan divination (haruspicia)
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Augury
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Auspices
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Etruscan wealth
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Roman austerity
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The triumph

47

Italian interaction
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Latins
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Temple of Hercules in the Forum  Boarum
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Hercle Herakles Hercules

52

Values of early Rome
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Tribes and clans
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Primary Source Reading

On the Subject of 
Roman History

Dionysius
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“The ways of our ancestors”
MOS MAIORUM
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The Roman kings
The Romans remembered their seven legendary kings as each 
fathering one critical aspect of the Roman mentality
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Periods of Roman History

800 700 600 500 400 300 200 100 0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Regal Period Republic Principate

BCE CE

Rome founded Monarchy 
abolished

Augustus 
becomes 
princeps

Fall of the
Western Empire
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Priestly records
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Family histories
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Folklore
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Seven legendary kings
I. Romulus

II. Numa Pompilius

III. Tullus Hostilius

IV. Ancus Marcius

V. Tarquinius Priscus

VI. Servius Tullius

VII. Tarquinius Superbus
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Some legacies of regal period Rome
• Family and clan

• Census and class

• Origins of later institutions

• The pomerium
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Family and clan
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Census
I
II
III
IV
V

Head Count

Families 
that meet 

the 
minimum 
property 

requirement 
for military 

levy

P
R

O
P

E
R

T
Y
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Origins of later institutions
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Primary Source Reading

Servius Tullius’s 
Reform of the 
Comitia Centuriata

Dionysius
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“At home and with the army”
DOMI MILITIAEQUE
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Romulus
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Periods of Roman History

800 700 600 500 400 300 200 100 0 100 200 300 400 500 600

Regal Period Republic Principate

BCE CE

Rom e founded 

(according to 
legend)

Forum  
constructed

76

Capitoline Wolf (ca. 480 BCE)
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Romulus as king
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Primary Source Reading

The Capture of the 
Sabine Women

Livy
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The maiden
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The maiden
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Numa
The Roman monarchy was elective—at first
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Regal-era Rome
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Kings chosen by the propertied families
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II. Numa Pompilius
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Primary Source Reading

Numa’s Religious 
Settlement

Livy
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Roman ideas of the gods
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Roman religion
• Numen 

Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world

§ Janus doorways, past/future
§ Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
§ Terminus boundaries
§ Penates household guardians

§ Lares household guardians
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Terminus
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Janus
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Vesta
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Consultation of the gods
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Roman religion
• Numen 

Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world

§ Janus doorways, past/future
§ Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
§ Terminus boundaries
§ Penates household guardians

§ Lares household guardians

• Gods of the Roman state
Anthropomorphized powers interested in Rome’s power and legacy

§ Juppiter sky
§ Mars war
§ Quirinus Roman people
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Iuppiter
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Mars

101

Quirinus
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Rituals, sacrifices, and divination
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The Roman king as a priest-king
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Priesthoods attributed to Numa
• Curiones Sacrifices for the curiae (assemblies)

• Flamines Priests dedicated to a specific god

• Celeres Romulus’s bodyguard

• Augurs Divination

• Vestals Tenders of the sacred fire

• Salii Twelve youths carrying Juppiter’s shields

• Fetiales Sacred heralds 

• Pontiffs Religious advisors to the state; public rituals
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The kings after Numa
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III. Tullus Hostilius

107

IV. Ancus Marcius
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V. Tarquinius Priscus
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VI. Servius Tullius
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Servian reforms
• Replaced aristocratic comitia curiata with comitia centuriata

• First census

• Increased number of tribes

• Servian Wall

• Temple of Diana and Latin League
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Aristocracy and people
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VII. Tarquinius Superbus
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The end of monarchy
By the end the Roman propertied families saw monarchy—the 
elevation of one family over the others—as completely un-Roman
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M odel of the Regia (king’s altar)
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Temple of Juppiter Optimus Maximus

116

Sybilline Books
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Tarquin’s arrogance
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Primary Source Reading

The Rape of Lucretia

Livy
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L. Iunius Brutus
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Vow of liberty
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Tarquinian Wars
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Latin League
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Internal divisions
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The first consuls

L. Iunius Brutus
P. Valerius Poplicola
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Battle of Lake Regillus
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