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History of 
Ancient Rome
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Patricians and 
Plebeians

• Kings after Romulus

• The abolition of the monarchy

• The early Republic

• The Senate and the People

• The Conflict of the Orders
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Five things today

Kings after Romulus

The abolition of the monarchy

The early Republic

The Senate and the People

The Conflict of the Orders
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Upcoming dates

• No class meeting Thursday, February 22

• Images Essay Monday, March 4

• Proposal due Monday, March 18
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The Images Essay: Museum option

Isis-Aphrodite (Rom an Egypt, 2nd century CE) “Capitoline Venus” (Rom ew, 1st–2nd century CE) 
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The Images Essay: Film option

Cleopatra  (Joseph L. M ankiewicz dir., 1963) Ancient accounts of Cleopatra (e.g., Plutarch’s bio of Caesar)
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The Proposal
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Questions about whatever
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Numa
The Roman monarchy was elective—at first
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Regal-era Rome
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Kings chosen by the propertied families
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II. Numa Pompilius
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Primary Source Reading

Numa’s Religious 
Settlement

Livy

14

Roman ideas of the gods
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Roman religion
• Numen 

Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world

§ Janus doorways, past/future
§ Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
§ Terminus boundaries
§ Penates household guardians

§ Lares household guardians
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Terminus
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Janus

20
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Vesta

22
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Consultation of the gods
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Roman religion
• Numen 

Spirits investing key aspects of the Roman world

§ Janus doorways, past/future
§ Vesta hearth, persistence, protection of things as they should be
§ Terminus boundaries
§ Penates household guardians

§ Lares household guardians

• Gods of the Roman state
Anthropomorphized powers interested in Rome’s power and legacy

§ Juppiter sky
§ Mars war
§ Quirinus Roman people

25

Iuppiter

26

Mars
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Quirinus

28

Rituals, sacrifices, and divination
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The Roman king as a priest-king
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Priesthoods attributed to Numa
• Curiones Sacrifices for the curiae (assemblies)

• Flamines Priests dedicated to a specific god

• Celeres Romulus’s bodyguard

• Augurs Divination

• Vestals Tenders of the sacred fire

• Salii Twelve youths carrying Juppiter’s shields

• Fetiales Sacred heralds 

• Pontiffs Religious advisors to the state; public rituals

31

Primary Source Reading

The Roman Way of 
Declaring War 

Livy, Dionysius

32

The kings after Numa
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III. Tullus Hostilius

34

IV. Ancus Marcius

35

V. Tarquinius Priscus

36
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VI. Servius Tullius

37

Servian reforms
• Replaced aristocratic comitia curiata with comitia centuriata

• First census

• Increased number of tribes

• Servian Wall

• Temple of Diana and Latin League

38

Aristocracy and people
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VII. Tarquinius Superbus

40

The end of monarchy
By the end the Roman propertied families saw monarchy—the 
elevation of one family over the others—as completely un-Roman

41

M odel of the Regia (king’s altar)
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Temple of Juppiter Optimus Maximus

43

Sybilline Books

44

Tarquin’s arrogance
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Primary Source Reading

The Rape of Lucretia

Livy

46

L. Iunius Brutus

47

Vow of liberty
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Tarquinian Wars

49

Latin League

50

Internal divisions
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The first consuls

L. Iunius Brutus
P. Valerius Poplicola
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Battle of Lake Regillus

53
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Early Rome

55

• Paterfamilias

• Materfamilias

• Children

• Slaves and Freedmen/women

The Roman Family
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Slaves
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Liberti (freedmen and freedwomen)

58

• Virtus
• Valor, Poverty, Excellence

• Pietas

• Fides

• Gravity and constancy

• Moderation and chastity

• Auctoritas

Early Roman values (mosmaiorum)
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The early Republic

60



2/4/24

21

Shared governance
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Critical principles of the Republic
• Collegiality

• Annual office

• Imperium

• Ladder of offices (cursus honorum)
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The ruling class
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Clients and patrons

64

Primary Source Reading

Early Rules for 
Clients and Patrons

Dionysius
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The Senate and the People of Rome
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The assemblies

67

Roman assemblies

Comitia tributa (Assembly of tribes)
Citizens m eeting as civilians in the Rom an Forum
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes laws on dom estic m atters of concern to citizens
Elects non-imperium  m agistrates
Each tribe gets one vote

Comitia centuriata (Assembly of centuries)
Citizens m eeting as an army in the Fields of M ars
Convened by consul or praetor
Passes laws on m atters of war and peace
Elects imperium  m agistrates (consuls, praetors, and censors)
Each century gets one vote

Concilium plebis (Council of the plebeians)
Tribal assem bly m eeting with only the plebeian citizens present
Convened by tribunes of the plebs
Passes plebiscites on m atters of concern to plebeians
Elects tribunes of the plebs

Comitia curiata (Assembly of curiae)
Original assem bly of elite handholders
M eets only to grant imperium  to incom ing consuls, praetors, and dictators

68

Conduct elections and pass laws
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• Consul or tribune customarily presents law to senate first for their 
advice

• Law then presented to assembly with senate resolution

Roman legislative process

70

The senate

71

Senatorial debate

Senatus consultum  de Bacchanalibus (186 BCE)
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• Experienced membership

• Persistence vs. annual magistrates 

• Increasing self-perceived role as protector of tradition and custom

Why did the senate matter?

73

Struggle of the Orders

74

Patrician families

75
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Plebeian families

76

Clans holding magistracies
AEBUT IA
AEM IL IA
AN TON IA
AQU ILL IA
AT IL IA
CLAUD IA /CLOD IA
CLOELIA
COM IN IA
CORNELIA
CUR IAT IA
CURT IA
FAB IA
FUR IA
GEGAN IA
GENUC IA
HERM IN IA
HORAT IA
HOST IL IA
JULIA
JUN IA
LARC IA /LART IA
LUCRET IA
MANLIA
MARC IA
M ENEN IA
M ET IL IA
M INUC IA
MUC IA
NAUT IA
NUM IC IA
PAP IR IA
P INAR IA
POSTUM IA
QU INCT IA
QU INCT IL IA
SEM PRON IA
SERG IA
SERV IL IA
SEST IA
S ICC IA /SECC IA
SULP IC IA
TARQU IT IA
TULL IA
VALER IA
VERG IN IA
VETUR IA
VO LUMN IA

ABUR IA
AC IL IA
AEL IA
AF IN IA
AFRAN IA
ALB IA
ALB IN IA
AL IENA
ALL IA
AM P IA
ANCHAR IA
AN IC IA
ANN IA
ANT IA
AN T IST IA
APPULE IA
APRON IA
APUST IA
ARREN IA
ARR IA
ARRUNTIA
ASELL IA
AS IN IA
ATE IA
AT IN IA
ATT IA
AUFID IA
AULIA
AURELIA
AURUNCULE IA
AUTRON IA
AX IA
BAEB IA
CAEC IL IA
CAEC IN IA
CAED IC IA
CAEPAS IA
CAESET IA
CAES IA
CALID IA
CALPURN IA
CAN IN IA
CANULE IA
CAR IS IA
CARV IL IA

CASS IA
CAT IA
CEST IA
C ICERE IA
C INC IA
C ISP IA
CLUV IA
COCCE IA
COELIA /CAEL IA
CONS ID IA
COPON IA
CORN IF IC IA
CORUNCAN IA
COSCON IA
COSSUT IA
CREPERE IA
CR ITON IA
CUP IENN IA
CUR IA
DEC IA
DEC ID IA
DEC IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
DOM IT IA
DU ILL IA
DURON IA
EGNAT IA
EGNATULE IA
EP ID IA
ERUC IA
FABR IC IA
FALC ID IA
FANN IA
FLAM IN IA
FLAV IA
FO LIA
FONTE IA
FUFIA
FUFID IA
FULV IA
FUNDAN IA
FURN IA
GAB IN IA
GALL IA

GELL IA
GRAT ID IA
HELV IA
HERENN IA
H IRTULE IA
HORTENS IA
IC IL IA
IN STE IA
JUVENT IA
LABER IA
LAB IENA
LAELIA
LAETOR IA
L IC IN IA
L IGAR IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
LO LLIA
LUCCE IA
LUC IL IA
LUTAT IA
MAEC IL IA
M AELIA
MAEN IA
MAEV IA
MAG IA
MA IAN IA
MALLIA
MAM IL IA
M AN IA
MAN IL IA
M AR IA
MAT IENA
M EMM IA
M IND IA
MUMM IA
MUNAT IA
NAEV IA
NAS ID IA
N IG ID IA
NON IA
NORBANA
NOV IA
NUM IS IA
NUM ITOR IA

OCC IA
OCTAV IA
OGULN IA
OP IM IA
OPP IA
O TAC IL IA
PAP IA
PED IA
PEDUCAEA
PERPERNA
PET ILL IA
PETRON IA
PLAETOR IA
PLAUT IA /PLO T IA
POETEL IA
POMPE IA
POMPON IA
POP ILL IA
POPPAEA
PORC IA
PROC IL IA
PUBLIC IA
PUBLIL IA
PULL IA
PUP IA
QU IN T IA
RAB IR IA
RABULE IA
RAEC IA
REMM IA
ROSC IA
RUBR IA
RUP IL IA
RUT IL IA
SAEN IA
SALLUST IA
SALON IA
SALV IA
SAUFE IA
SCANT IA
SCANT IN IA
SCAPT IA
SCR IBON IA
SEN T IA
SEPT IM IA

SERR IA
SEXT IA
SEXT IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
SO S IA
STAT IA
STERT IN IA
TEREN T IA
THOR IA
T ILL IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA
T ITUR IA
TREBELL IA
TREBON IA
TREM ELL IA
TUCC IA
TUR IA
TURULLIA
ULP IA
VALG IA
VARGUNTE IA
VAR IA
VELLE IA
VEN T ID IA
VENULE IA
VERG IL IA
VETT IA
V IB IA
V IBULL IA
V ILL IA
V IN IC IA
V IPSAN IA
V ITELL IA
VOCON IA
VO LCAT IA
VO LTE IA
VO LUSENA
VO LUS IA
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P a tric ia n  c la n s P le b e ia n  c la n s

78



2/4/24

27

Depictions of early patricians

79

Primary Source Reading

Coriolanus Opposes 
the Plebs 

Dionysius

80

Access to imperium and priesthoods

81
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Debt oppression in the early Republic

82

Debt slavery (nexum)

83

Levy and secession

84
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• Plebeian council

• Tribunes of the plebs

• Plebeian aediles

Early accommodations

85

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables

86

Primary Source Reading

The Twelve Tables 

Fragments

87
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Military tribunes with consular power

88

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)

89

Hortensian Law (287)

90
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• Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

• Influence of the senate 
• Consular nobility
• Priests

• Short-term elected magistrates

• Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

• Undemocratric assemblies

The Roman oligarchy

91

Primary Source Reading

The Defeat of the 
Latins

Livy

92
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