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The Nemesis 
of Carthage

• Conflict of the Orders

• Italian Expansion

• First Punic War

• Second Punic War

• City and Dominion

M E E T I N G  5

1

Five things today

Conflict of the Orders

Italian Expansion

First Punic War

Second Punic War

City and Dominion
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Upcoming dates

• Images Essay Monday, March 4

• Proposal due Monday, March 18
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Quiz #2: SPQR
1. What factors do you think led Rome to start expanding aggressively into central Italy in 

the 300s? (Consider both what made it possible and what made it necessary.)

2. According to Roman history, what kinds of precedents did the first three dictators lay down 
for future holders of that office?  

EC1. The Roman system of alliances and citizen communities in Italy included all of the following 
EXCEPT:

(a) M unicipia  (cities granted full or partial Rom an citizenship)

(b) Socii  (Italian and Greek-Italian cities having m utual defensive pacts with Rom e)

(c) Canes felesque (cities treated affectionately by Rom e and given regular food allowances)

(d) Latin allies  (cities sharing the Latin rights of interm arriage and binding contracts with Rom ans)

EC2. What were some of the ways expansion into central Italy impacted on Rome? 

EC3. How did the Romans choose their dictators? What made Cincinnatus the right choice and 

Glycia the wrong choice?  
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Questions about whatever
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Struggle of the Orders
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Patrician families

7

Plebeian families

8

Clans holding magistracies
A E B U T IA
A E M IL IA
A N T O N IA
A Q U IL L IA
A T IL IA
C L A U D IA /C L O D IA
C L O E L IA
C O M IN IA
C O R N E L IA
C U R IA T IA
C U R T IA
F A B IA
F U R IA
G E G A N IA
G E N U C IA
H E R M IN IA
H O R A T IA
H O S T IL IA
J U L IA
J U N IA
L A R C IA /L A R T IA
L U C R E T IA
M A N L IA
M A R C IA
M E N E N IA
M E T IL IA
M IN U C IA
M U C IA
N A U T IA
N U M IC IA
P A P IR IA
P IN A R IA
P O S T U M IA
Q U IN C T IA
Q U IN C T IL IA
S E M P R O N IA
S E R G IA
S E R V IL IA
S E S T IA
S IC C IA /S E C C IA
S U L P IC IA
T A R Q U IT IA
T U L L IA
V A L E R IA
V E R G IN IA
V E T U R IA
V O L U M N IA

A B U R IA
A C IL IA
A E L IA
A F IN IA
A F R A N IA
A L B IA
A L B IN IA
A L IE N A
A L L IA
A M P IA
A N C H A R IA
A N IC IA
A N N IA
A N T IA
A N T IS T IA
A P P U L E IA
A P R O N IA
A P U S T IA
A R R E N IA
A R R IA
A R R U N T IA
A S E L L IA
A S IN IA
A T E IA
A T IN IA
A T T IA
A U F ID IA
A U L IA
A U R E L IA
A U R U N C U L E IA
A U T R O N IA
A X IA
B A E B IA
C A E C IL IA
C A E C IN IA
C A E D IC IA
C A E P A S IA
C A E S E T IA
C A E S IA
C A L ID IA
C A L P U R N IA
C A N IN IA
C A N U L E IA
C A R IS IA
C A R V IL IA

C A S S IA
C A T IA
C E S T IA
C IC E R E IA
C IN C IA
C IS P IA
C L U V IA
C O C C E IA
C O E L IA /C A E L IA
C O N S ID IA
C O P O N IA
C O R N IF IC IA
C O R U N C A N IA
C O S C O N IA
C O S S U T IA
C R E P E R E IA
C R IT O N IA
C U P IE N N IA
C U R IA
D E C IA
D E C ID IA
D E C IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
D O M IT IA
D U IL L IA
D U R O N IA
E G N A T IA
E G N A T U L E IA
E P ID IA
E R U C IA
F A B R IC IA
F A L C ID IA
F A N N IA
F L A M IN IA
F L A V IA
F O L IA
F O N T E IA
F U F IA
F U F ID IA
F U L V IA
F U N D A N IA
F U R N IA
G A B IN IA
G A L L IA

G E L L IA
G R A T ID IA
H E L V IA
H E R E N N IA
H IR T U L E IA
H O R T E N S IA
IC IL IA
IN S T E IA
J U V E N T IA
L A B E R IA
L A B IE N A
L A E L IA
L A E T O R IA
L IC IN IA
L IG A R IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
L O L L IA
L U C C E IA
L U C IL IA
L U T A T IA
M A E C IL IA
M A E L IA
M A E N IA
M A E V IA
M A G IA
M A IA N IA
M A L L IA
M A M IL IA
M A N IA
M A N IL IA
M A R IA
M A T IE N A
M E M M IA
M IN D IA
M U M M IA
M U N A T IA
N A E V IA
N A S ID IA
N IG ID IA
N O N IA
N O R B A N A
N O V IA
N U M IS IA
N U M IT O R IA

O C C IA
O C T A V IA
O G U L N IA
O P IM IA
O P P IA
O T A C IL IA
P A P IA
P E D IA
P E D U C A E A
P E R P E R N A
P E T IL L IA
P E T R O N IA
P L A E T O R IA
P L A U T IA /P L O T IA
P O E T E L IA
P O M P E IA
P O M P O N IA
P O P IL L IA
P O P P A E A
P O R C IA
P R O C IL IA
P U B L IC IA
P U B L IL IA
P U L L IA
P U P IA
Q U IN T IA
R A B IR IA
R A B U L E IA
R A E C IA
R E M M IA
R O S C IA
R U B R IA
R U P IL IA
R U T IL IA
S A E N IA
S A L L U S T IA
S A L O N IA
S A L V IA
S A U F E IA
S C A N T IA
S C A N T IN IA
S C A P T IA
S C R IB O N IA
S E N T IA
S E P T IM IA

S E R R IA
S E X T IA
S E X T IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
S O S IA
S T A T IA
S T E R T IN IA
T E R E N T IA
T H O R IA
T IL L IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA
T IT U R IA
T R E B E L L IA
T R E B O N IA
T R E M E L L IA
T U C C IA
T U R IA
T U R U L L IA
U L P IA
V A L G IA
V A R G U N T E IA
V A R IA
V E L L E IA
V E N T ID IA
V E N U L E IA
V E R G IL IA
V E T T IA
V IB IA
V IB U L L IA
V IL L IA
V IN IC IA
V IP S A N IA
V IT E L L IA
V O C O N IA
V O L C A T IA
V O L T E IA
V O L U S E N A
V O L U S IA
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Clans holding magistracies
A E B U T IA
A E M IL IA
A N T O N IA
A Q U IL L IA
A T IL IA
C L A U D IA /C L O D IA
C L O E L IA
C O M IN IA
C O R N E L IA
C U R IA T IA
C U R T IA
F A B IA
F U R IA
G E G A N IA
G E N U C IA
H E R M IN IA
H O R A T IA
H O S T IL IA
J U L IA
J U N IA
L A R C IA /L A R T IA
L U C R E T IA
M A N L IA
M A R C IA
M E N E N IA
M E T IL IA
M IN U C IA
M U C IA
N A U T IA
N U M IC IA
P A P IR IA
P IN A R IA
P O S T U M IA
Q U IN C T IA
Q U IN C T IL IA
S E M P R O N IA
S E R G IA
S E R V IL IA
S E S T IA
S IC C IA /S E C C IA
S U L P IC IA
T A R Q U IT IA
T U L L IA
V A L E R IA
V E R G IN IA
V E T U R IA
V O L U M N IA

A B U R IA
A C IL IA
A E L IA
A F IN IA
A F R A N IA
A L B IA
A L B IN IA
A L IE N A
A L L IA
A M P IA
A N C H A R IA
A N IC IA
A N N IA
A N T IA
A N T IS T IA
A P P U L E IA
A P R O N IA
A P U S T IA
A R R E N IA
A R R IA
A R R U N T IA
A S E L L IA
A S IN IA
A T E IA
A T IN IA
A T T IA
A U F ID IA
A U L IA
A U R E L IA
A U R U N C U L E IA
A U T R O N IA
A X IA
B A E B IA
C A E C IL IA
C A E C IN IA
C A E D IC IA
C A E P A S IA
C A E S E T IA
C A E S IA
C A L ID IA
C A L P U R N IA
C A N IN IA
C A N U L E IA
C A R IS IA
C A R V IL IA

C A S S IA
C A T IA
C E S T IA
C IC E R E IA
C IN C IA
C IS P IA
C L U V IA
C O C C E IA
C O E L IA /C A E L IA
C O N S ID IA
C O P O N IA
C O R N IF IC IA
C O R U N C A N IA
C O S C O N IA
C O S S U T IA
C R E P E R E IA
C R IT O N IA
C U P IE N N IA
C U R IA
D E C IA
D E C ID IA
D E C IM IA
D ID IA
D IG IT IA
D O M IT IA
D U IL L IA
D U R O N IA
E G N A T IA
E G N A T U L E IA
E P ID IA
E R U C IA
F A B R IC IA
F A L C ID IA
F A N N IA
F L A M IN IA
F L A V IA
F O L IA
F O N T E IA
F U F IA
F U F ID IA
F U L V IA
F U N D A N IA
F U R N IA
G A B IN IA
G A L L IA

G E L L IA
G R A T ID IA
H E L V IA
H E R E N N IA
H IR T U L E IA
H O R T E N S IA
IC IL IA
IN S T E IA
J U V E N T IA
L A B E R IA
L A B IE N A
L A E L IA
L A E T O R IA
L IC IN IA
L IG A R IA
L IV IA
L IV IN E IA
L O L L IA
L U C C E IA
L U C IL IA
L U T A T IA
M A E C IL IA
M A E L IA
M A E N IA
M A E V IA
M A G IA
M A IA N IA
M A L L IA
M A M IL IA
M A N IA
M A N IL IA
M A R IA
M A T IE N A
M E M M IA
M IN D IA
M U M M IA
M U N A T IA
N A E V IA
N A S ID IA
N IG ID IA
N O N IA
N O R B A N A
N O V IA
N U M IS IA
N U M IT O R IA

O C C IA
O C T A V IA
O G U L N IA
O P IM IA
O P P IA
O T A C IL IA
P A P IA
P E D IA
P E D U C A E A
P E R P E R N A
P E T IL L IA
P E T R O N IA
P L A E T O R IA
P L A U T IA /P L O T IA
P O E T E L IA
P O M P E IA
P O M P O N IA
P O P IL L IA
P O P P A E A
P O R C IA
P R O C IL IA
P U B L IC IA
P U B L IL IA
P U L L IA
P U P IA
Q U IN T IA
R A B IR IA
R A B U L E IA
R A E C IA
R E M M IA
R O S C IA
R U B R IA
R U P IL IA
R U T IL IA
S A E N IA
S A L L U S T IA
S A L O N IA
S A L V IA
S A U F E IA
S C A N T IA
S C A N T IN IA
S C A P T IA
S C R IB O N IA
S E N T IA
S E P T IM IA

S E R R IA
S E X T IA
S E X T IL IA
S IC IN IA
S IL IA
S O S IA
S T A T IA
S T E R T IN IA
T E R E N T IA
T H O R IA
T IL L IA
T IT IA
T IT IN IA
T IT U R IA
T R E B E L L IA
T R E B O N IA
T R E M E L L IA
T U C C IA
T U R IA
T U R U L L IA
U L P IA
V A L G IA
V A R G U N T E IA
V A R IA
V E L L E IA
V E N T ID IA
V E N U L E IA
V E R G IL IA
V E T T IA
V IB IA
V IB U L L IA
V IL L IA
V IN IC IA
V IP S A N IA
V IT E L L IA
V O C O N IA
V O L C A T IA
V O L T E IA
V O L U S E N A
V O L U S IA

P a tric ia n  c la n s P le b e ia n  c la n s
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Depictions of early patricians

11

Primary Source Reading

Coriolanus Opposes 
the Plebs 

Dionysius

12



2/26/24

5

Access to imperium and priesthoods

13

Debt oppression in the early Republic

14

Debt slavery (nexum)

15
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Levy and secession

16

• Plebeian council

• Tribunes of the plebs

• Plebeian aediles

Early accommodations

17

Decemviri and the Twelve Tables

18
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Primary Source Reading

The Twelve Tables 

Fragments

19

Military tribunes with consular power

20

Licinian-Sextian Laws (367)

21
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Hortensian Law (287)

22

• Rivalry and ranking of families within the ruling class

• Influence of the senate 
• Consular nobility
• Priests

• Short-term elected magistrates

• Cooption of the plebeian tribunes

• Undemocratric assemblies

The Roman oligarchy

23

Capure of Veii

24
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Italian Wars—Timeline

 500 450 400 350 300 250
  B C E

R e c u rrin g  d e fe n sive  w a rs  w ith  
th e  H ill P e o p le s, E tru sc a n s, a n d  n e a rb y  trib e s

C o n q u e st 
o f V e ii
(396)

S a c k  o f 
R o m e
(390)

S e c o n d  
S a m n ite  

W a r
(326–304)

S a m n ite  W a rs

L a tin  
R e v o lt
(340–338)

P y rrh ic  
W a r

(280–275)

B a ttle  o f 
L a k e  R e g illu s

(496)

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

25

The Etruscan shadow

26

Etruscan wealth

27
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Veii

28

Advantages of Veii vs. Rome

29

Camillus

30
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Evocatio

32

• Rome’s sense of power

• Rome’s wealth and standard of living

• Rome as an economic and military power 

• Shift from defense to conquest

• Dictator as champion and savior

Legacies of the Capture of Veii

33
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Slavery and the Roman economy

34

The Sack of Rome

35

Arrival of the Senonian Gauls

36
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37

38
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• Damage to Roman buildings and records

• Dread of the Gaul

• Protection of Rome through control of central Italy

Legacies of the Sack of Rome

40

Control over central Italy

41

Final absorption of Latium

42
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Primary Source Reading

The Defeat of the 
Latins

Livy

43

44

Primary Source Reading

The Samnites’ 
‘Linen Legion’ 
Remains Undaunted

Livy

45
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46

Battle of the Caudine Forks

47

48
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Primary Source Reading

The Roman Maniple 
vs. the Macedonian 
Phalanx

Polybius

49

• Manipular army means more training and longer service 

• Roman control over Samnium and Campania

• Greeks of Southern Italy realize that they’re next

Legacies of the Second Samnite War

50

Romanization
• Latin Rights

§ Trade
§ Intermarriage
§ Migration

• Municipalities (municipia)

• Colonies (coloni)

• Allies (socii)

51
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Hubs of Romanness

Uthnia, North Africa

52

Erosion of local cultures

53

Southern Italy and 
the Pyrrhic War

54
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55

56

Pyrrhus

57
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• Demonstration of deep Roman resources even in defeat 

• Assertion of hegemony over Italy

• Coveting of Sicily

Legacies of the Pyrrhic War

58

59

Carthage

60
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Punic Wars—Timeline

300 250 200 150 100
 B C E

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

P y rrh ic  W a r

(280–275)

Third 
Punic W ar
(149–146)

Second 
Punic W ar
(218–201)

First 
Punic W ar
(264–241)

61

• Inheritor of Phoenician trading skill and maritime technology  

• Two outstanding natural harbors

• Ideally situated to command passage of trade in Western 
Mediterranean

• Old, strong, and established as a naval and economic power

Why Carthage?

62

Rome

Carthage

63
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64

First Punic War

65

Rome

Carthage

Sicily

66
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Carthaginian warships

67

• Fast and nimble  

• Able to ram enemy ships

Trireme

68

Roman trireme

69
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70

Claudius Pulcher and the sacred chickens

71

72
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73

• Rome survives through adaptation by becoming a sea power  

• Rome now an international power on par with Carthage

• Punitive terms of the peace open the way for the Second Punic war

• Rome must now administer foreign conquered territory

Legacies of the First Punic War

74

The province

75
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• A promagistrate is an ex-praetor or ex-consul whose imperium has 
been extended (prorogued) beyond his term of office

• This propraetor or proconsul is then given a portfolio of 
responsibilities (province)   

Promagistrates

77

• Possesses imperium but is not constrained by the traditional 
limitations of the consulship or the praetorship

• No colleague

• Sometimes left in place for years

• Far from Rome 

• No support staff

• An army at his command  

The dangers of the proconsul

78
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The Second Punic War

79

Rome and Carthage

80

Hannibal Barca

81
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Primary Source Reading

Hannibal

Cornelius Nepos

82

Hannibal’s Plan

83

Rome and Carthage in Spain

84
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Breaching the Alps

86

218 BCE

First Disaster: Trebia

87
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218 BCE

Gauls swell Hannibal’s forces

89

217 BCE

Second Disaster: Lake Trasimene

90
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91

Consul killed, armies destroyed

92

217 BCE

Italians turn against Rome

93



2/26/24

32

Fabius the Delayer

Q. Fabius M axim us Verrucosus

94

216 BCE

Third Disaster: Cannæ

95

Primary Source Reading

The Battle of 
Cannæ

Polybius

96



2/26/24

33

• Taking Rome more difficult than defeating her armies

• Hannibal’s siege of Rome would have been vulnerable to Rome’s 
other armies

• Carthage’s goal was to force Rome into a deal over Spain and 
weaken its position in Italy, reducing it to a lesser power

Why did Hannibal not march on Rome?

97

• Latins and many Italian tribes remained loyal to Rome

• Hannibal’s massacres only drove Rome to bitter resolve never to 
negotiate with him

• Hannibal loses the support of the Carthaginian senate and nobility

Hannibal’s exposure

98

• Replenish army

• Rebuild alliances

• Undermine Carthaginian navy

• Rituals to appease the gods and strengthen divine support

• Take the offensive

Roman response

99
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Primary Source Reading

The Magna Mater 

Livy, Prudentius

100

Roman offensive

101

Primary Source Reading

The Siege of 
Syracuse

Polybius

102
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Archimedes

103

The Sack of Syracuse

104

Second Punic War as a Multi-Theater War

105
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Taking the offensive

P. Cornelius Scipio (later Africanus)

106

202 BCE

The Battle of Zama (202 BCE)

107

108
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109

“Carthago delenda est”

M . Porcius Cato (a.k.a. Cato the Elder)

110

Third Punic War

111
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112


