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Five things today

Second Punic War

The acquisition of empire

Cultural and economic changes

The province

Rome in the east
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Upcoming dates

• Proposal due Monday, March 18
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Quiz #3: The Nemesis of Carthage
1. In your opinion, did the Romans win the war with Hannibal, or did Hannibal lose 

it? In other words, is the outcome of the Second Punic War due more to Roman 
successes, or to Carthaginian failures? Explain your answer.  

2. What role did naval power play in the First Punic War? How was the naval 
situation different in the Second Punic War?  

EC1. All of the following are battles in which the Romans suffered disastrous defeats 
at the hands of Carthaginian forces EXCEPT:
(a) Battle of Zama (202 BCE)

(b) Battle of Lake Trasimene (217 BCE)

(c) Battle of the Trebia (218 BCE)

(d) Battle of Cannæ (216 BCE)

EC2. According to the text, what were some of the factors contributing to Carthage’s 
power and stability leading up to their wars with Rome? Be specific and give 
examples.  
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Questions about whatever
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The Second Punic War
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Rome and Carthage

8

Hannibal Barca
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Primary Source Reading

Hannibal

Cornelius Nepos
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Hannibal’s Plan

11

Rome and Carthage in Spain
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Breaching the Alps
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218 BCE

First Disaster: Trebia
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218 BCE

Gauls swell Hannibal’s forces
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217 BCE

Second Disaster: Lake Trasimene
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Consul killed, armies destroyed
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217 BCE

Italians turn against Rome
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Fabius the Delayer

Q. Fabius M axim us Verrucosus
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216 BCE

Third Disaster: Cannæ
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Primary Source Reading

The Battle of 
Cannæ

Polybius

24
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• Taking Rome more difficult than defeating her armies

• Hannibal’s siege of Rome would have been vulnerable to Rome’s 
other armies

• Carthage’s goal was to force Rome into a deal over Spain and 
weaken its position in Italy, reducing it to a lesser power

Why did Hannibal not march on Rome?

25

• Latins and many Italian tribes remained loyal to Rome

• Hannibal’s massacres only drove Rome to bitter resolve never to 
negotiate with him

• Hannibal loses the support of the Carthaginian senate and nobility

Hannibal’s exposure

26

• Replenish army

• Rebuild alliances

• Undermine Carthaginian navy

• Rituals to appease the gods and strengthen divine support

• Take the offensive

Roman response
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Primary Source Reading

The Magna Mater 

Livy, Prudentius
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The War in Sicily

29

Roman offensive
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Primary Source Reading

The Siege of 
Syracuse

Polybius
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Archimedes

32

The Sack of Syracuse
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Second Punic War as a Multi-Theater War

34

End of the War
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Taking the offensive

P. Cornelius Scipio (later Africanus)
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202 BCE

The Battle of Zama (202 BCE)
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“Carthago delenda est”

M . Porcius Cato (a.k.a. Cato the Elder)
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Third Punic War

41

The acquisition of empire
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Italian land

43

The wealth of empire
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Primary Source Reading

Slavery in the 
Roman Republic

Various
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The legion

46

Hellenization

47

Cultural influence
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Primary Source Reading

From The Menaechmi 

Plautus

49

Roman identity 
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Primary Source Reading

Cato Opposes 
Extravagance

Livy
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The province
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• A promagistrate is an ex-praetor or ex-consul whose imperium has 
been extended (prorogued) beyond his term of office

• This propraetor or proconsul is then given a portfolio of 
responsibilities (province)   

Promagistrates

54
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• Possesses imperium but is not constrained by the traditional 
limitations of the consulship or the praetorship

• No colleague

• Sometimes left in place for years

• Far from Rome 

• No support staff

• An army at his command  

The dangers of the proconsul
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Primary Source Reading

Accounts of the 
Roman State 
Religion

Various
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Rome and the East
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

Second 
Samnite 
War

( 3 2 6 – 3 0 4 )

Veii
( 3 9 6 )

Sack
( 3 9 0 )

Lake 
Regillus

( 4 9 6 )

Pyrrhic
War

( 2 8 0 – 2 7 5 )

Second 
Punic 
War

( 2 1 8 – 2 0 2 )

First 
Punic 
War

( 2 6 4 – 2 4 1 )

Third 
Punic 
War

( 1 4 9 – 1 4 6 )

P U N I C  W A R S

SAMNI TE  WARS

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline
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 BCE
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Second 
Samnite 
War

( 3 2 6 – 3 0 4 )

Veii
( 3 9 6 )

Sack
( 3 9 0 )

Lake 
Regillus

( 4 9 6 )

Pyrrhic
War

( 2 8 0 – 2 7 5 )

Second 
Punic 
War

( 2 1 8 – 2 0 2 )

First 
Punic 
War

( 2 6 4 – 2 4 1 )

Third 
Punic 
War

( 1 4 9 – 1 4 6 )

P U N I C  W A R S

MACEDONIAN WARS

Syrian 
War

( 1 9 2 – 1 8 8 )

Third 
Mac. 
War

( 1 7 1 - 1 6 7 )

Achaean 
War
( 1 4 6 )

SAMNI TE  WARS

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y
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Roman Wars of Expansion—Timeline

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100
 BCE

F I F T H  C E N T U R Y F O U R T H  C E N T U R Y

Battle of 
Lake 

Regillus
( 4 9 6 )

T H I R D  C E N T U R Y S E C O N D  C E N T U R Y

P U N I C  W A R S

MACEDONIAN WARS

SAMNI TE  WARS

Battle of the 
Caudine 
Forks
( 3 2 1 )

Battle of 

Zama
( 2 0 2 )

Battles of 
The Trebia ( 2 1 8 )

Lake Trasimene ( 2 1 7 )
Cannae ( 2 1 6 )

Destr. of 

Carthage
( 1 4 6 )

Destr. of 

Corinth
( 1 4 6 )

Battle of 

Pydna
( 1 6 8 )

Battle of 

Magnesia
( 1 9 0 )

Sack of 
Rome
( 3 9 0 )
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In Greece: Liberator and Destroyer

61

Primary Source Reading

The Destruction of 
Corinth

Polybius

62

63



3/3/24

22

The Hellenistic east
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Roman Empire after 200

65

Roman influence
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